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Foreword

The Board of Trustees of the Village of Pittsford has taken a proactive approach to ensure that the future of the Village is as successful as its past.  The Village is using a comprehensive planning process to establish a clear vision for the community, which addresses the concerns of a broad spectrum of constituents.  

The previous Village Comprehensive Plan was completed by the Monroe County Department of Planning in 1965.  Several years later, Historic Pittsford, Inc. hired planner Andrew Kane to prepare a plan for improving and restoring the center of the Village.  Although never officially adopted, Historic Pittsford, Inc.’s plan influenced Village policy and planning for the next thirty-five years.   Nearly all of the plan’s primary goals have been achieved.  These accomplishments include:

· The establishment of a local preservation commission and listing of a significant part of the Village on the National and State Registers of Historic Places

· Restoration of the park and north facade of the old Phoenix Hotel

· Protection of Pittsford Farms and other agricultural lands near the Village

· Development of the Erie Canal towpath as a recreation trail

· Development of a comprehensive street tree planting program

· Implementation of phased decorative street lighting plan

· Adoption of ordinances intended to regulate outdoor lighting, signs, and the screening of parking

In 1997, increasing private and State interest in development of the Erie Canal prompted the Village to initiate a Canal Corridor plan as Phase 1 (LWRP) of a Comprehensive Village Plan.  A volunteer committee and Behan Planning Associates developed recommendations to preserve, further enhance and revitalize the Village’s Erie Canal waterfront.  The plan was developed in cooperation with the Town of Pittsford, which simultaneously prepared a plan for its section of the Canal.  In 1999, the two coordinated plans were submitted to the New York State Department of State as a Local Waterfront Development Plan (LWRP).

Mayor Robert Corby and the Village Board of Trustees appointed the Phase II volunteer Comprehensive Plan Committee in the fall of 1999.  The committee consisted of Village residents, business owners, Village government officials and Town residents.  The committee, chaired by Village resident, Rod Mattingly, was asked to solicit public input and develop a consensual vision for the future.   

In June of 2000, the committee held a full-day design workshop attended by approximately 100 people.  The design workshop or “charrette”, provided a forum for residents and local professionals to discuss current issues, problems, local characteristics and the future.  Using the input from the workshop, a survey, interviews, and public hearings, the Comprehensive Planning Committee established a list of planning recommendations.  In the spring of 2001, consultants peter j. smith & company, inc. and Barkstrom and LaCroix Architects were hired to produce a comprehensive plan document incorporating the research and recommendations developed by  the committee.  The Comprehensive Plan will guide planning policy to retain and enhance the distinctive identity and character of the Village.

Executive Summary

The Comprehensive Plan for the Village of Pittsford, entitled A Destination for the Ages, is the culmination of two years of deliberations by a volunteer committee comprised of Village and Town residents, representatives from the business community, and input from many other sources.   This Comprehensive Plan reflects a deepened understanding of the role the Village of Pittsford plays within our town, the vulnerabilities it has, and the opportunities that clearly present themselves. 

The Plan recognizes that the Village is the “seat” of cultural, governmental, and social interaction for the community.  Although nearly 27% of the assessed valuation within the Village is tax exempt (religious, educational, governmental), the Plan enthusiastically endorses the Village’s unique role as the Center of the Town of Pittsford community.   Protection and enhancement of the Center - the Destination - will assure not only a continued high quality of life for those who live and work in the Village, but will preserve the unique qualities which set our town apart from many other suburbs and which attract people to our community. 

The Village is arguably our town’s most important asset, which, if unattended, will meet the fate of so many other faded urban villages within New York State.  When successfully implemented, this Comprehensive Plan will guarantee the viability of the Village of Pittsford into the foreseeable future.   This plan was not created in a vacuum; neither can it be implemented in one.  Clearly recognizing the importance of inter-governmental collaboration, the Comprehensive Plan depends on the cooperative basis already established upon which future initiatives can be successfully launched.

Strategic Directions

The Village of Pittsford Comprehensive Plan develops a strategic direction capitalizing on the uniqueness of the Village and its contribution to the vitality and success of the Town of Pittsford, thus preserving our community for future generations.  In that context, the Plan documents a series of Goals, Policies, and Actions to be implemented.  What follows is a summary of these items:

Regional Cooperation: Acknowledge the Village’s unique role in Monroe County and work towards inter-municipal cooperation to promote a strong collaborative approach to future development.  Actions include:  Plan adoption and minimum five-year updates; Work with Town to coordinate planning for the former Monoco Oil property; Actively participate in regional initiatives including the Monroe Avenue Corridor Study; Develop a Coordinated Village-Town public relations effort; Promote more recreational use of the Erie Canal.

Population and Housing: Promote the economic, social and cultural well being of all its citizens.  Actions include: Utilization of Grant writing for new financing; Formation of neighborhood associations; Maintain land use regulations to support first floor retail space; Encourage development of additional senior housing; Encourage development of new attractive market-rate housing; Public education program on current code regulations for property owners.

Community Facilities: Promote the preservation of its significant and unique historic resources while ensuring the delivery of high quality, cost effective essential services.  Actions include: Promote use of Village Hall as meeting place; Cooperate with the school district to identify and implement solutions to accommodate the expansion and renovation of Sutherland High School; Collaborate with the Town to find solutions for the expansion needs of the Library while keeping its present location; Support the Town’s efforts to develop a needs assessment for the Spiegel Community Center; Work collaboratively with the School District and Town on any initiatives that would impact the Village and its residents; Arrange for additional historic village tours; Promote existing historic plaque program; Develop a comprehensive Open Space System  Linkage Plan;  Construct a pedestrian bridge linking north and south sides of the Erie Canal that would connect the business districts and parking areas.

Economy: Preserve and enhance its role as a successful economic center to serve the business, cultural, social and governmental needs of residents, businesses and visitors.  Actions include: Collaborate with the Town Board, Pittsford Village Business Association, Chamber of Commerce, and residents to create and staff an Economic Development Department position; Prepare a Business Plan for the Village; Develop a summary of code regulations for prospective new and existing businesses. 

Land Use: Coordinate growth and development in a way that protects environmental assets and promotes sound land use practices.  Actions include: Adhere to recognized design principles in evaluating new commercial projects; Update regulations based upon Future Land Use Plan; Pursue designation as a “Certified Local Government”; Develop primary Village gateways; Develop master plan for Schoen Place; Continue to utilize SEQR requirements for future projects.  

Infrastructure: Develop and promote a coordinated approach to parking, transportation and infrastructure improvements.  Actions include: Initiate strategies to ensure that the supply of parking spaces meets the needs of businesses, residents and visitors; Develop program to help pay for and increase parking spaces; Reconfigure public parking to increase number of spaces; Initiate negotiations with private property owners to reconfigure private parking; Work with the NYSDOT on any future improvements to the transportation network within the Town of Pittsford to determine potential impact on the Village; Make pedestrian circulation improvements; Complete a streetscape plan for Main Street,  Monroe Avenue and State Street; Develop a comprehensive signage plan in conjunction with Town, NYSDOT and Monroe Avenue Corridor Study; Continue to work with Monroe County Water Authority for water needs; Expand existing street lighting plan.

Guide to Using this Plan

This comprehensive document serves many purposes.  In addition to providing strategic guidance to the Trustees of the Village of Pittsford for the years to come, it also fulfills the requirements of the State of New York with mandated data.  The following provides the reader with a summarized overview on the components of the Plan and where specific information may be found.

The “Principles for the Future” are the foundation upon which all elements of the Plan are predicated.  Following the Principles are one or more of the applicable “Goals” that support each of them.  Finally, the “Document Reference” indicates in which section the detailed background information is found for the specific subject.

1.2  Principles for the Future
3.0  Applicable Goals
Document Reference

Maintain the Village’s residential and historic character


3.5  Land Use
7.0   Analysis of the Land

Promote resident involvement


3.3  Community Facilities

       And all other goals
       Throughout

Strengthen the Village’s retail business climate
3.4  Economy

3.5  Land Use

3.6  Infrastructure
6.0 Overview of the    

       Economy

7.0  Analysis of the Land

8.0  Infrastructure



Encourage compatible new development


3.2  Population and Housing
4.0  Overview of the

        People and Housing

Calm traffic and improve pedestrian safety


3.6  Infrastructure
8.0  Infrastructure

Encourage communication and cooperation with other agencies


3.1  Regional Cooperation

3.3  Community Facilities
       Throughout

5.0  Community Facilities  

        & Services

The “Village Schematic”

The “Village Schematic” section presents a series of conceptual drawings to visually illustrate important concepts for future development plans that enable many of the recommended “Goals, Policies, and Actions” to be implemented.  They are presented after the “Goal” section in the document.
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1.0 The Vision for the Village of Pittsford

1.1 Introduction

Historically, villages have existed to provide individuals with a sense of community. The physical design of a village fosters social interaction and provides a humane living environment.  In the United States the evolution of villages was interrupted by suburbanization, and the accompanying shifts in economic, development and social patterns that occurred in the second-half of the twentieth century.   As these changes reorganized American society, many of the traditional functions were removed from cities and villages.  Over the last fifty years many villages have decayed, shrunk or disappeared.  

Before 1950, the streetscape in most cities and villages was shaped by general design standards, which were unofficially accepted and widely applied.  At its best, the pre-automobile street consisted of a walkable comfortable civic space lined with a regular arrangement of building facades designed to express each building’s function and the owner’s pride.  After 1950, the emphasis in both planning and architectural design increasingly emphasized efficiency and the accommodation of vehicular transportation.  As the pre-auto planning principles were abandoned, the quality of the civic and pedestrian environment found in most communities declined.

National trends have brought about profound changes in the Village of Pittsford.  The formerly rural surrounding Town has become a prosperous suburban community of 27,000 people.  The Village is now part of the urbanized area of metropolitan Rochester; its streets have become arteries accommodating thousands of vehicles every day.  Service retail has migrated to chain locations in nearby shopping centers while specialty stores and restaurants thrive in the business district.  

In the last few years, new challenges have emerged.  The growth of traffic volumes funneling through Village streets threatens residents’ quality of life as well as the vitality of the commercial core.  In particular, the widening of North Main Street and the Four Corners to accommodate greater traffic volume has adversely affected the pedestrian character and general safety of the center of the Village.  Changing programmatic needs have prompted the Pittsford Central School District and the Town of Pittsford to consider relocating important community facilities out of the Village.  The evolution of regional malls and commercial development of surrounding areas threatens the vibrancy of traditional commercial centers like Pittsford’s downtown.

Despite the changes, much remains the same and by most standards Pittsford remains a very successful Village.  Real estate values have appreciated at a rate higher than most other local communities; the Village is widely admired for the success of the community’s historic preservation efforts; the commercial areas remain vibrant, and the community’s important institutional anchors remain located close to the Village core. Historic homes line tree-shaded streets with side walks, kids still meet at the Four Corners, a working farm remains on Main Street, people walk to the Community Library and churches, and the Memorial Day Parade marches down Main Street to the cemetery every year.  Village residents enjoy a unique quality of life and Town residents share a community anchored by a real downtown.  The Comprehensive Plan will guide planning policy to retain and enhance the distinctive identity and character of the Village.

1.2 Principles for the Future

A fundamental finding of the Comprehensive Plan Committee is that the standard model of twentieth-century suburban planning is at odds with the characteristics of the Village that people most value.  Rather than modify the Village to accommodate a vision that meets optimum traffic flow, this plan seeks to recognize and enhance the historic patterns of land use, pedestrian movement, building orientation and design, and activity that make the Village a special place in the community.  Commonly referred to as traditional neighborhood planning, this philosophy is a recurring theme in many of the comprehensive plan’s recommendations.  Although the needs of a car-based society cannot be ignored, the reintroduction of traditional planning and design principles can improve the safety, ambience, and aesthetic quality of modern streets.  In traditional communities like the Village, streets are more than traffic conduits; they are lively, pedestrian friendly civic spaces, which bring people together and provide a physical setting for communal events.   The following principles underlie many of the plan’s recommendations:

· Maintain the Village’s residential and historic character. 

The Village is fortunate to have retained a wealth of early nineteenth-century, late nineteenth-century, and early twentieth-century architecture.  The Village’s historic character is an outstanding resource, attracting both new residents and visitors, and must be maintained.  To ensure its preservation, the Village must continue educational outreach and proper administration of its preservation ordinance, and modify its zoning to encourage compatible new construction and site design.

· Promote resident involvement.

The Village has a long proud tradition of resident involvement.  Residents of the Village are involved because they care about the future of their community for economic, aesthetic and sentimental reasons.  The participation of residents in the decision making process assures their needs are being addressed and their quality of life will improve.

Strengthen the Village’s retail business climate.

The unique retail establishments, walkable environment and appealing historic character make the Village’s business district a destination for people throughout the region.  Restaurants, the canal waterfront, renovated mills, warehouses and silos attract people to Schoen Place.  Enhancing the success of the existing business areas requires a coordinated marketing effort, attracting an appropriate mixture of uses, improving pedestrian safety and parking options, encouraging cultural and art attractions, and providing a stronger pedestrian link between the Central Business District and Schoen Place / Northfield Common.

· Encourage compatible new development.

Because the Village has limited vacant land available, development must be carefully designed to enhance rather than detract from the Village’s existing character.  New construction will reflect the historic patterns of land use, pedestrian movement, building orientation, site design, and activity.  Traditional neighborhood planning will be used on vacant parcels to create pedestrian oriented streets with treed medians, entrances oriented toward the sidewalk and compatible building design of an appropriate scale.  Scenic and environmentally sensitive areas shall be protected.

· Calm traffic and improve pedestrian safety.

To meet the goals of the Comprehensive Plan, Village streets must be made safe and friendly for pedestrians.  The Village’s pedestrian environment has suffered from volume enhancing highway projects.  Widening Village streets may lower property values, destroy the scale and historic character of Village streets, increase noise and pollution, reduce available parking, hurt retail business, reduce the residential quality of life, discourage pedestrian activity, endanger pedestrians, increase the rate of vehicular speeds and provide no permanent solution to the problem of traffic volume.  Further widening of streets is contrary to the goals of the Village in providing a pedestrian friendly Village.  Arterial streets should retain wide treed medians between the curb and the sidewalk and where the width permits, street parking will be permitted.  Future street improvement projects should include traffic calming measures balancing traffic needs with the other civic activities sharing the public right-of-way.  No driveway or side street should be wider than two lanes.  The use of right hand turning lanes should be avoided.

· Encourage communication and cooperation with other agencies.

The Village of Pittsford is the focal point of the greater Pittsford community.   Ongoing communication and cooperation with the Town of Pittsford, the Pittsford Central School District, the Pittsford Volunteer Fire Department, NYS DOT, Genesee Transportation Council, NYS Canal Corporation and other agencies is required to permit the identification of collaborative opportunities and increased consideration of individual and shared concerns during planning activities.

2.0 The Comprehensive Plan 

2.1 A Brief History of the Village of Pittsford

Pittsford is the oldest of Monroe County’s 10 incorporated Villages.  The Village was part of the Phelps and Gorham purchase sold through the land office at Canandaigua.  The Village was first settled in 1789 when Israel Stone built a log home, the Village’s first building, adjacent to “The Big Spring”.

During the first decade of the 19th Century a hamlet began to form a mile south of the present “Four Corners” near the present location of the Pioneer Cemetery.  This settlement quickly became the political and social center for the Town of Northfield, which originally encompassed the eastern half of Monroe County.

As soon as the route of Governor Clinton’s Erie Canal was plotted, development of the young settlement migrated north to its current location.  In 1814 Samuel Hildreth established a stagecoach line that grew to serve most of Western New York.  The stage business led to the establishment of a number of hotels in the Village of Pittsford.  

After the Erie Canal opened in 1822, the Village grew rapidly as speculators, contractors and merchants made fortunes from canal trade.  The Village’s surviving legacy of Federal Style architecture is evidence of the prosperity derived from the canal.

By the 1830’s Pittsford was eclipsed by the enormous growth experienced by the nearby Village of Rochesterville.  However, the arrival of the Rochester & Auburn railroad in 1834 assured Pittsford would remain an important shipping center for local produce and grains through the 19th and 20th Centuries.  Today the canal warehouses are an important element of the Village’s historic character.

The transformation of Pittsford from a farming community into a suburban community began when affluent Rochesterians built country estates during the second half of the 19th Century. With the construction of the Rochester & Eastern Trolley line and the development of the automobile, Pittsford was within easy reach of Rochester and the Village began to experience increased residential development.

By the late 1950’s suburban development in areas surrounding the Village lead to increased traffic and commercial pressures within the Village.  The Village of Pittsford is interested in preserving its past as well as its future.  The Comprehensive Plan will address issues that will protect the Village’s history but allow for future development in an appropriate and suitable manner.  

Purpose of the Plan

The Village of Pittsford is a small, urban community of 1,418 residents and covers approximately three quarters of a square mile.  The Village is located in Monroe County, New York and is seven miles southeast of Rochester.  The Village of Pittsford is a historic Erie Canal Village that retains many of the structures from the period when the Canal was in commercial operation.  The Village has implemented adaptive reuse strategies for these historic structures and has created an exciting downtown and canal waterfront with boutiques and restaurants.  The Canal also provides recreational activities for the residents as well as the tourists who come to the Village to experience its historic charm.

Exclusive of potential development in the Northwest Quadrant, population projections for the Village of Pittsford reveal that the population is expected to remain stable over the next 25 years.  However, with the surrounding communities experiencing rapid growth, especially for commercial development, the Village has felt the impacts.  To ensure that the Village of Pittsford does not lose its “livable” character, the Village has taken a proactive position by preparing a Comprehensive Plan.  The Plan will balance development, needed services and historic integrity to secure a high quality of life for Village residents.  

2.2 The Comprehensive Plan Defined

New York State, under Village Law section 7-722, provides guidelines for communities to prepare and adopt, by local law or ordinance, a comprehensive plan.  By definition, a Village Comprehensive Plan:

“…means the material, written and or/graphic, including, but not limited to maps, charts, studies, resolutions, reports and other descriptive material that identify the goals, objectives, principals, guidelines, policies, standards, devices and instruments for the immediate and long-range protection, enhancement, growth and development of the Village…The Village comprehensive plan…shall…serve as a basis for land use regulation, infrastructure development, public and private investment and any plans which may detail one or more topics of a Village comprehensive plan.”

Village Law identifies two important impacts of adopting a comprehensive plan
:

· All Village land use regulations must be in accordance with a comprehensive plan adopted pursuant to Village law.

· All plans for capital projects of another governmental agency on land included in the Village comprehensive plan…shall take such plan into consideration.

These directives clearly portray the comprehensive plan as the central document on which all land use and subsequent zoning decisions should be based.  The plan therefore sets the stage for the future development of the Village of Pittsford.

What the Plan Can Accomplish

The Comprehensive Plan for the Village of Pittsford can accomplish the following:

· Document local characteristics and trends regarding resident population composition, land use, the natural environment, economic development and service provision;

· Provide a benchmark for evaluating the compatibility of individual development proposals with the long range development objectives of the community;

· Reveal future service needs and explore the potential for regional facility and utility management, including land acquisition and the construction of public improvements;

· Serve as a comprehensive source of current information that can be used by the Village in its efforts to secure State and Federal funding and marketing the area to potential developers and entrepreneurs;

· Provide leverage for obtaining State and Federal funding for various capital improvement projects;

· Promote open space conservation and recreation opportunities designed to preserve the heritage of the community and enhance the overall quality of life in the region;

· Lay the foundation for future cooperative efforts between the Town of Pittsford and the Village of Pittsford.

2.3 How the Plan Is Used

With the adoption of the Comprehensive Plan the Village will demonstrate its commitment to providing a better quality of life for Village residents.  Elected officials can use the plan to understand how Village residents see the future of their community and modify or adopt local codes and ordinances as necessary to meet those goals.  

The Comprehensive Plan will guide Planning and Zoning Board members as they review development applications as to how these proposed developments will conform to the goals and objectives outlined in the plan.   Municipal employees can use the plan when interpreting legislative mandates, making administrative decisions, enforcing development related codes and prioritizing work efforts.

Finally, local residents and community groups can use the plan as they become aware of the future direction of the Village.  Local residents may also use the plan as a reference when making residential relocation choices, evaluating the effectiveness of local government, lobbying for financial or legislative support and when choosing political representation.

3.0 Implementation

During the process of preparing the Comprehensive Plan, including the charrette, public surveys, focus group sessions and public presentations, goals for the future were identified. These goals will guide the type and scale of growth and enable the Village to maintain a high quality-of-life for its residents. They will also provide guidance and support for the business community. Below each goal are policy statements, which further define the goal; the policies are then accompanied by actions that identify specific ways the Village can achieve the stated goal.

3.1 Regional Cooperation Goals, Policies and Actions

Goal 1 Acknowledge its unique role in Monroe County and work towards inter-municipal cooperation to promote a strong collaborative approach to future development.

Policy 1.1:
Take a leadership role in coordinating future planning efforts on a regional basis to ensure the best growth patterns and protection of natural, cultural, educational and historic resources. 

Action1.1.1:
The Village should adopt this Comprehensive Plan as a guide for decision-making.  The plan incorporates a detailed analysis of inventory and extensive public input . As a legal basis for any zoning changes, the Comprehensive Plan will be revisited every five years to ensure the direction and vision is updated to meet changing conditions.


Responsibility:
Village Board of Trustees





Comprehensive Planning Committee


Time Frame:

Immediate - Adoption





3-5 Years – Updates


Estimated Cost:
N/A

Action1.1.2:
Work with the Town of Pittsford to coordinate the planning and development of the former Monoco Oil Company property that crosses the municipal border.  The eight-acre site, bounded by Monroe Avenue, the Erie Canal and the West Shore line of the Norfolk Southern Railway, is an important gateway for the Village.  The Village should consider zoning revisions and/or design guidelines to ensure development of the site is compatible with the existing scale, pattern, physical character and uses in the Village.  The site presents many opportunities including:

· Improve the Canal waterfront

· Improve the Monroe gateway

· Expand the residential base of the Village by providing new housing opportunities

· Develop a contextual “neo-traditional” mixed use development

Development of the site raises concerns of egress safety to Monroe Avenue, traffic generation, impact of commercial development on adjacent residential areas, the intensity of retail development and potential impact on the Village CBD.


Responsibility:
Village Board of Trustees





Town Board





Monroe Corridor Study 


Time Frame:

Immediate


Estimated Cost:
Varies Depending on Involvement

Action 1.1.3:
Actively participate in regional initiatives such as the Council of Governments, the Monroe Avenue Corridor Study and any future opportunities. Village staff, Trustees or volunteers can be designated to participate in the initiatives.


Responsibility:
Village Board of Trustees


Time Frame:

Immediate


Estimated Cost:
N/A

Policy 1.2:
Recognize the Village as part of a larger metropolitan region. Coordinated efforts in future endeavors will enable the Village to maintain its character. 

Action 1.2.1:
Develop a coordinated public relations effort with the Town. The Village has historic, waterfront, specialty retail, cultural and recreational resources that complement the Town’s rural character and retail opportunities.  Together, the communities can develop public relations materials that advertise and promote the community for residents and visitors from the Greater Rochester area and beyond.  This could include such things as an annual calendar of events or brochure that promotes activities in both the Town and Village. 

Responsibility:
Village Board of Trustees





Town Board





Pittsford Village Business Association





Pittsford Chamber of Commerce


Time Frame:

1-3 Years


Estimated Cost:
$3,000-$5,000 per year

Action1.2.2:
Promote more recreational use of the Canal and consider potential docking improvements as identified in Phase 1. This would help in the creative redevelopment of Schoen Place, Northfield Common and the Central Business District.


Responsibility:
Pittsford Village Business Association





Pittsford Chamber of Commerce





Village Board of Trustees





Surrounding Communities


Time Frame:

Immediate


Estimated Cost:
N/A

3.2 Population and Housing Goals, Policies and Actions

Goal 2 Promote the economic, social and cultural well being of all its citizens.

Policy 2.1:
Foster residents’ pride in the Village and utilize this in decision-making

Action 2.1.1:
Utilize the Village’s grant writer to obtain financing for new programs and facilities improvements. 

Responsibility:
Village Board of Trustees





Grant Writer


Time Frame:

Immediate


Estimated Cost:
N/A

Action 2.1.2:
Promote the formation of neighborhood associations, which can help maintain the character and pride evident in the Village. These associations should be a conduit for effectively distributing important information that affects residents.


Responsibility: 
Village Board of Trustees





Village Residents


Time Frame:

1-3 Years


Estimated Cost:
N/A

Policy 2.2:
Support and create neighborhoods that promote choice and opportunity for all Village residents

Action 2.2.1:
Maintain land use regulations that allow only retail or similar commercial uses on first floor of buildings and residential and/or offices on second floor within the Central Business District (CBD).  This will encourage people to live in the CBD and increase the potential market for service type businesses.

Responsibility:
Village Board of Trustees





Planning and Zoning Board of Appeals





APRB

Time Frame:

Immediate



Estimated Cost:
N/A

Action 2.2.2:
Encourage the development of additional senior housing. The population in the Village is aging and these residents are interested in staying in the community. The Village could seek proposals for a portion of the vacant land in the northwest area of the Village from not-for-profit or private developers.

Responsibility:
Village Board of Trustees





Planning and Zoning Board of Appeals


Time Frame:

1-3 Years


Estimated Cost:
Varies

Action 2.2.3:
Encourage the development of attractive market rate housing to attract new homeowners and renters to invest in the community.  Potential developers should be encouraged to consider the northwest area, the former Monoco site and infill opportunities for new housing to provide additional choices for residents.

Responsibility:
Village Board of Trustees





Planning and Zoning Board of Appeals


Time Frame:

3-5 years


Estimated Cost:
Varies

Policy 2.3:Strengthen existing code compliance.

Action 2.3.1:
Develop a public education program for property owners and residents on the details, benefits and need for the maintenance codes. These codes requires property be maintained to established guidelines.  The program could include a brochure or mailer sent out with tax bills and/or through public presentations.  Enforcement of these regulations is essential to prevent deterioration of property that can detract from community character. 


Responsibility:
Village Board of Trustees





Planning and Zoning Board of Appeals





Building Inspector


Time Frame:

1-3 Years


Estimated Cost:
$5,000 

3.3 Community Facilities Goals, Policies and Actions

Goal 3 Promote the preservation of the significant and unique historic resources of the Village while ensuring the delivery of high quality, cost effective, essential services.

Policy 3.1:
Ensure essential services and facilities are available to Village residents and improve their quality of life 

Action 3.1.1:
Promote the Village Hall as a facility for meetings and other activities.  This landmark is an important historical link and is currently underutilized. The space can be promoted with an information flyer to civic groups and organizations.  


Responsibility:
Village Board of Trustees





Residents


Time Frame:

Immediate


Estimated Cost:
N/A

Policy 3.2:
Strive to retain Village institutional anchors and services, both public and private, to support the role of the Village as the cultural and administrative center of the Town of Pittsford

Action 3.2.1:
Cooperate with the Pittsford Central School District to identify and implement creative solutions to accommodate the expansion and renovation of Sutherland High School which is regarded by the Village as the flagship institution of the school district.   Its location reinforces the position of the Village as the center of the Pittsford Community. 


Because the high school years are the enduring public school experience for students and their families, the Village has benefited from their presence.  At a key period during their development as young adults, the Village location of the high school integrates students into rather than isolates students from the community.  High school activities such as sporting events, parades and arts festivals and the presence of high school students and families in parks, restaurants, and shops contribute to a sense of community and the vitality of the Village.


Responsibility:
Village Board of Trustees


Time Frame:

Immediate


Estimated Cost:
NA

Action 3.2.2:
Collaborate with the Town to determine the expansion needs of the library at its present location. This could include financial support from the Village to help fund any required studies. The Village library is an important asset to all Pittsford residents and a vital anchor to the Village Business District. For that reason, the Comprehensive Planning Committee strongly recommends that the Library remain at its present location.


Responsibility:
Village Board of Trustees





Town Board


Time Frame:

Immediate


Estimated Cost:
Varies Depending on Involvement

Action 3.2.3
Support the Town’s efforts to develop a needs assessment for the Spiegel Community Center.  The Center is a valued community anchor attracting residents for educational and recreational purposes.  


Responsibility:
 Village Board of Trustees





 Town Board


Time frame:

Immediate


Estimated Cost:
NA

Action 3.2.4:
Work collaboratively with the School District and Town on any initiatives that would impact the Village and its residents. The Village wishes to be considered as an interested or involved agency in any significant projects initiated by the Town and School District.  Likewise the Village accepts its responsibilities to share initiatives that would affect the Town or the School District.  Examples of such collaboration are the joint committees formed by the School, Village and Town and the designation of a Village Trustee as the liaison between the Village and Town Boards.  The joint committees (leadership, cooperative planning efforts, inter-municipal opportunity) will address opportunities for cooperation and coordination of the School, Town and Village individual planning efforts.  A strong emphasis should be placed on improving communication and dialogue among these committees.

Responsibility:
Village Board of Trustees





Town Board





School Board


Time Frame:

1-3 years


Estimated Cost:
N/A

Policy 3.3:
Recognize, enhance and protect the historic significance of the Village
Action 3.3.1:
Arrange additional historic tours of the Village and canal for residents, visitors and tourists.  These tours will focus on Village history and specific significant sites. Tours will be coordinated and conducted by volunteers, entrepreneurs or be self-guided. The Village should also update any existing printed materials.


Responsibility:
Village Officials





Village Historian





Historic Pittsford, Inc.





Private Entities


Time Frame:

1-3 Years


Estimated Cost:
Varies Depending on Type of Tour

Action 3.3.2:
Promote the existing historic plaque program currently implemented through Historic Pittsford, Inc. Property owners seeking applications for renovation of historic buildings should be encouraged to affix an historic plaque. The plaques should include the year the building was built and could also include information on the history. 

Responsibility:
Village Board of Trustees





Historic Pittsford, Inc.


Time Frame:

3-5 Years


Estimated Cost:
Varies per plaque

Policy 3.4:
 Improve recreational and pedestrian accessibility throughout the Village and adjacent areas 
Action 3.4.1: 
Develop a comprehensive Open Space System Plan to enhance links in and around the Village such as the CBD, Schoen Place, Nazareth College, Canal, DPW property, and Lomb Woods.  The public realm within the Village (streets, sidewalks, recreation areas, environmentally sensitive areas, waterways and trail systems) should be included to enhance the pedestrian experience.  Any development should require easements and rights-of-way to enhance the Plan. 

Responsibility:
Village Board of Trustees





Town Board





Department of Parks and Recreation





Pittsford Trails Coalition


Time Frame:

Immediate


Estimated Cost:
N/A

Action 3.4.2:
Construct a pedestrian bridge to link the North and South sides of the canal, connecting Village business districts and parking areas.  This will create stronger ties among the CBD, Schoen Place and Northfield Common and encourage properties to “face” the Canal rather than turning their “backs” on the waterway.  The bridge can also be used as a viewing area for cultural and recreational events such as regattas and concerts. 

Responsibility:
Village Board


Time Frame:

Immediate


Estimated Cost:
N/A

3.4 Economy Goals, Policies and Actions

Goal 4 Preserve and enhance the role of the Village as a successful economic center to serve the business, cultural, social and governmental needs of residents, businesses and visitors.

Policy 4.1:
Ensure a successful downtown by better coordinating existing and potential efforts between the Village, business owners and residents.

Action 4.1.1:
Collaborate with the Town Board, Pittsford Village Business Association, Chamber of Commerce, and residents to create and staff an “Economic Development Department” position. This position would focus on maintaining the VBD as a vibrant shopping area and act as a liaison between the boards, local businesses and residents. He or she would maintain communications with businesses, provide information on regulatory needs (i.e. parking, services, infrastructure) and act as the source of information promoting the viability of doing business within the Village. This is an important opportunity for inter-municipal cooperation between the Town and Village to promote business and economic development of the entire Pittsford Community.


Responsibility:
Village Board of Trustees





Town Board





Pittsford Village Business Association





Chamber of Commerce


Time Frame:

1-3 Years

Estimated Cost:
$30,000.00/annual

Action 4.1.2:
Prepare a Business Plan for the Village including a market analysis, goal identification, and objectives for the business community; and recognize the types of businesses, cultural attractions and related activities beneficial to the Village.

Responsibility:
Village Economic Development Department 





Pittsford Village Business Association





Chamber of Commerce


Time Frame:

Immediate


Estimated Cost:
$25,000.00

Action 4.1.3:
Develop a summary of regulations referencing the full code for both prospective new businesses and existing businesses that may be undergoing changes; this could include a summary of updated land use regulations, sign regulations, and building permit requirements. The Pittsford Village Business Association and Chamber of Commerce should inform building owners that the information is available so that potential tenants are made aware of these regulations.

Responsibility:
Village Board of Trustees


Village Economic Development Department





Pittsford Village Business Association





Chamber of Commerce


Time Frame:

1-3 Years


Estimated Cost:
$5,000.00

3.5 Land Use Goals, Policies and Actions

Goal 5 Coordinate growth and development in a way that protects environmental assets and promotes sound land use practices.
Policy 5.1:
Ensure land use regulations are current and meet Village needs 

Action 5.1.1
Adhere to recognized design principles in evaluating new commercial projects within the Village Business District. All buildings possess common elements that combine to express the structure both as an entity and as part of the larger community.  To be successful, new construction within a historic village must balance programmatic requirements, contemporary creative expression, and respect for the existing physical qualities that define its context. The following are general principles intended to ensure the compatibility of new construction within the Village. Principles to be considered:

· Form, Massing, and Orientation 

· Facade 

· Symmetry 

· Fenestration 

· Storefront  

· Entrance  

· Roof 

· Ornamentation  

· Materials 

· Trim 

· Durability 

Responsibility:
Village Board of Trustees





Village Planning and Zoning Board of Appeals





Architectural and Preservation Review Board





Pittsford Village Business Association


Time Frame:

On-Going


Estimated Cost:
N/A

Action 5.1.2:
Update land use regulations based on the Future Land Use Plan.  Specifically:
· Reconsider and consolidate the number of zones to update the requirements to better reflect current conditions

· Utilize “Overlay Districts” for the canal to protect the character of this area and promote development

· Require that buildings on the south side of the canal have a physical and psychological connection with this waterway

· Develop Design Standards for Schoen Place that focus on waterfront and mixed-use development 

· Rezone the northwestern portion of the Village for mixed-use development

· Revise the current parking requirements to be less restrictive

· Establish strict screening requirements for new parking lots in order to maintain the streetscape “fabric”

· Consider a payment-in-lieu of parking provision that will allow the Village to construct and maintain public parking

· Establish setback to ensure they conform to  surrounding land uses


Responsibility:
Village Board of Trustees





Planning and Zoning Board of Appeals


Time Frame:

Immediate


Estimated Cost:
$20,000-$22,000

Action 5.1.3:
Pursue designation as a Certified Local Government.  As a Certified Local Government, the Village would be eligible for funding to enhance historic preservation efforts and/or develop specific building standards that would help create a more “predictable” approval process for new businesses.  


Responsibility:
Village Board of Trustees





Historic Pittsford, Inc


Architectural and Preservation Review Board


Time Frame:

Immediate


Estimated Cost:
N/A

Policy 5.2:
Make the Village more pedestrian-friendly and improve its character and image and the overall quality of life 

Action 5.2.1:
Develop the primary gateways along Main Street, Monroe Avenue, Jefferson Road and State Street at Town and Village boundaries. These gateways would announce to the motorist or pedestrian they have arrived in the Village. The gateways would include signage, landscaping, and special paving that would visually and psychologically slow vehicular traffic. Kiosks could be used to provide information to pedestrians. 


Responsibility:
Village Board of Trustees





Planning and Zoning Board of Appeals


Time Frame:

1-3 Years


Estimated Cost:
$ 40,000–$80,000 per gateway

Action 5.2.2:
Develop a master plan for Schoen Place.  This should be a cooperative effort between business owners and Village officials and clearly organize future development areas, parking, links to the waterfront & CBD and pedestrian & vehicular circulation.  The master plan should utilize the results of the Village Business Plan and information from Phase I (LWRP).


Responsibility:
Village Board of Trustees





Pittsford Village Business Association


Time Frame:

1-3 Years


Estimated Cost:
$15,000- $25,000

Policy 5.3:
Consider the built and natural environment in decision-making in the Village of Pittsford 

Action 5.3.1:
Continue to utilize the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) for future projects in the Village. Potential developers are required to conduct transportation and other relevant studies that determine potential impact of new developments and improvements.  These studies should examine, among other issues, the impact of development on both vehicular and pedestrian traffic. 

Responsibility:
Village Board of Trustees





Planning and Zoning Board of Appeals


Time Frame:

On-Going


Estimated Cost:
N/A

3.6 Infrastructure Goals, Policies and Actions

Goal 6 Develop and promote a coordinated approach to parking, transportation and infrastructure improvements.

Policy 6.1:
Initiate strategies to ensure that the supply of parking meets the needs of businesses, residents and visitors while not adversely impacting quality of life.

Action 6.1.1: 



Develop a program to help pay for and supply parking.  This could include placing parking meters or on street parking “machines” in appropriate areas or, if studies warrant, building a parking garage.  In addition, zoning law could have a payment-in-lieu of parking requirement, which would provide money to build or purchase lots or property that would provide new parking.


Responsibility:
Village Board of Trustees





Planning and Zoning Board of Appeals





Pittsford Village Business Association


Time Frame:

1-3 Years


Estimated Cost:
$15,000-$20,000

Action 6.1.2:
Reconfigure public parking at Schoen Place based on the Phase I (LWRP) to maximize parking potential.  Visitors should be encouraged to utilize this parking by physically and psychologically linking Schoen Place with the CBD; this could be done by building an attractive and inviting pedestrian bridge over the Canal. Improvements to the existing bridge along North Main Street would also help pedestrians feel safer and encourage them to use the parking at Schoen Place.  In addition, a shuttle could be used to take patrons from one destination to the other.

Responsibility:
Village Board of Trustees


Time Frame:

1-3 Years


Estimated Cost:
$500,000 - $750,000

Action 6.1.3:
Initiate negotiations with private parking lot owners throughout the Village Business District to reconfigure the lots to open them up to public use.  Outline the clear advantages of sharing in the  use of all parking facilities. The parking should be reconfigured based on the Village Schematic completed for this Comprehensive Plan.  Although adequate parking in the CBD and Schoen Place/Northfield Common appears to exist, the configuration and restrictions on use often cause a perception that parking is limited.  Public use could be ensured through outright purchase by the Village or with a use agreement with the property owners.


Responsibility:
Village Board of Trustees


Time Frame:

1-3 Years


Estimated Cost:
Varies based on Use Agreement

Policy 6.2:
Ensure that traffic and transportation concerns affecting the Village are appropriately addressed on a local, regional and/or state level 

Action 6.2.1:
Work with the NYSDOT on any future improvements to the transportation network in the Town of Pittsford to determine potential impact on the Village as well as impact on Town roads and neighborhoods.  This cooperative effort is imperative to ensure that NYSDOT supports the implementation of traffic calming techniques along Monroe Avenue, State Street, North and South Main Street and Jefferson Road as well as on residential streets to discourage drive through vehicular traffic.  


Responsibility:
Village Board of Trustees





NYSDOT





Town Board


Time Frame:

On-Going


Estimated Cost:
N/A

Action 6.2.2:
Make pedestrian circulation improvements throughout the Village such as streetscape enhancements, special crosswalk paving, signage, plantings and/or bump outs. These measures will assist in reducing vehicular speed and provide a safer environment for pedestrians and bicyclists.  Pedestrian areas should be clearly delineated at locations such as: 

· Four Corners

· Main Street (North and South) near Church Street, Lincoln Avenue and Schoen Place

· State Street at Schoen Place and South Street

· Monroe Avenue at Sutherland Street and Washington Avenue

· Jefferson Road at Sutherland Street and South Main Street


Responsibility:
Village Board of Trustees





Planning and Zoning Board of Appeals





NYS DOT


Time Frame:

Immediate


Estimated Cost:
Varies depending on location

Action 6.2.3:
Complete a historically appropriate detailed streetscape plan for Main Street. The plan should specify locations and improvements such as:

· Utilize special pavements

· Add street furniture

· Install signage

· Build Informational kiosks 

· Design pedestrian “gathering areas”

· Bury utilities underground 

The four-corners area should be the focal point of the streetscape plan. Right hand turn lanes could be removed. An “all-stop” at the intersection would slow traffic and inform motorists that pedestrians have the right-of-way. The Village should ensure that all new redevelopment along Main Street fits in with the Plan.


Responsibility:
Village Board of Trustees





Planning and Zoning Board of Appeals





Historic Pittsford Inc


Architectural and Preservation Review Board


Time Frame:

Immediate


Estimated Cost:
$5,000 Survey





$10,000 Plan

Action 6.2.4:
Prepare a streetscape plan for Monroe Avenue and State Street working in cooperation with the NYSDOT and the Town.  This could include incorporating traffic calming techniques such as shared curb cuts, special pavements, signage or landscaping, street furniture and the potential for underground utilities.  The speed and volume of traffic along this road is a concern of residents and working with NYS DOT on a streetscape plan is imperative to ensure Village, Town and NYS DOT issues are addressed in the future.


Responsibility:
Village Board
 of Trustees





NYS DOT





Town Board





Monroe Avenue Corridor Study 


Time Frame:

1-3 Years


Estimated Cost:
N/A

Action 6.2.5:
Utilizing a professional consultant, develop a comprehensive Signage Plan in conjunction with the Town, NYSDOT and Monroe Avenue Corridor Study.  The plan should coordinate all directional (way-finding), parking and business signage as well as banners to ensure the visual impact of new signs is functional, attractive and appropriate.  Kiosks could be part of the plan to help direct people to destinations and attractions.


Responsibilities:
Village Board of Trustees 






Town Board






NYS DOT





Monroe Avenue Corridor Study


Time Frame:

3-5 Years


Estimated Cost:
$15,000.00

Policy 6.3:
Maintain the infrastructure in the Village of Pittsford 

Action 6.3.1:
Continue to work with the Monroe County Water Authority (MCWA) which currently provides Village water service to ensure that any issues that arise are addressed in a timely manner.  


Responsibility:
Village Department of Public Works


Time Frame:

On-Going


Estimated Cost:
N/A

Action 6.3.2:
Expand the existing street lighting plan for areas identified by residents and the Comprehensive Planning Committee. The plan includes a complete inventory of lights identifying lighting levels, fixtures and placements. This will ensure streets are lit and safe for residents, businesses and visitors.


Responsibility:
Village Board of Trustees





Village Department of Public Works


Time Frame:

5-10 Years


Estimated Cost:
N/A

3.7 Implementation Matrix

This section presents, in chart form, the recommended Actions identified in the Comprehensive Plan.  Each action has been assigned a time frame to signify when it should be addressed:  S = short term (1-3 Years), I = intermediate (3-5 Years), L = long term (5-10 Years) and O = ongoing.  The Board, department or agency primarily responsible for carrying out the action is also identified.

Table 3‑1 Implementation Matrix

Village of Pittsford 

Action
Time Frame
Responsibility

Regional Cooperation

Action1.1.1:  Adopt this Comprehensive Plan as a guide for decision-making. 
S
Village Board of Trustees

Action 1.1.2:  Along with the Town of Pittsford, coordinate planning for the development of the former Monoco Oil Company property.
S
Village Board of Trustees

Town Board

Action 1.2.1:  Develop a coordinated public relations effort for the municipality. 
S
Village Board of Trustees

Town Board

Action1.2.2:  Promote more recreational use of the Canal.
L
Pittsford VBA

Pittsford Chamber of Commerce

Population and Housing

Action 2.1.1:  Obtain financing for new programs and facilities improvements. 
S
Village Board of Trustees

Action 2.1.2:  Promote the formation of neighborhood associations to help maintain the character and pride of the Village.  
S
Village Board of Trustees

Village Residents

Action 2.2.1:  Maintain land use regulations that allow only retail or similar commercial uses on first floor of buildings and residential and/or offices on second floor in the CBD.  
S
Village Board of Trustees

Action 2.2.2:  Encourage the development of additional senior housing in the Village.  
S
Village Board of Trustees

Action 2.2.3:  Encourage the development of attractive market rate housing to attract new homeowners and renters to invest in the community. 
I
Village Board of Trustees

Action 2.3.1:  Develop a public education program for property owners and residents to present the details, benefits and need for the property maintenance code. 
S
Village Board of Trustees

Community Facilities

Action 3.1.1:  Promote the Village Hall as a facility for meetings and other activities. 
S
Village Board of Trustees

Action 3.2.1: Cooperate with Pittsford Central School District to identify and implement creative solutions to accommodate expansion and renovation of the Sutherland High School. 
S
Village Board of Trustees

Town of Pittsford

School Board

Action 3.2.2:  Work with the Town to facilitate the expansion needs of the library at its present location.
S
Village Board of Trustees

Town Board

Action 3.2.3:  Work with the School and Town on any decisions made that would impact the Village and its residents and vice versa.  
S
Village Board of Trustees

Town Board

School Board

Action 3.3.1:  Arrange additional historic tours of the Village and canal for residents, visitors and tourists. 
S
Village Officials

Village Historian

Historic Pittsford, Inc.

Action 3.3.2: Revise the existing historic plaque program, currently implemented through Historic Pittsford, Inc., to require the plaques for any renovations made on historic buildings within the Village.
I
Village Board of Trustees

Historic Pittsford, Inc.

Action 3.4.1:  Develop a comprehensive Open Space System Plan to enhance the linkages in and around the Village such as CBD, Schoen Place, Nazareth College, Canal, DPW property, Lomb Woods. 
S
Village Board of Trustees

Town Board

Action 3.4.2:  Build a pedestrian bridge over the Canal to create stronger ties in the CBD, Schoen Place and Northfield Common. 
S
Village Board
Town Board

Economy

Action 4.1.1: Create and staff a position in a “Village of Pittsford Economic Development Department”. 
I
Village Board of Trustees

Pittsford VBA

Pittsford Chamber of Commerce

Action 4.1.2:  Develop a “Business Plan” for the Village of Pittsford.
S
Economic Development Department

Pittsford VBA

Chamber of Commerce

Action 4.1.3: Develop a summary of regulations that would apply to prospective new businesses and existing businesses that may be undergoing changes.
S
Village Board of Trustees

Economic Development Department

Pittsford VBA

Pittsford Chamber of Commerce

Land Use

Action 5.1.1: Adopt Design Principles
S
Architectural and Preservation Review Board

Action 5.1.2:  Update land use regulations based on the land use plan.  
S
Village Board of Trustees

Planning/Zoning Board of Appeals

Action 5.1.3:  Pursue designation as a Certified Local Government to enhance its historic preservation efforts.   
S
Village Board of Trustees

Historic Preservation Board

Action 5.2.1:  Develop primary gateways along Main Street, Monroe Avenue, Jefferson Road and State Street at the Town and Village boundaries
S
Village Board of Trustees

Action 5.2.2:  Develop a master plan for Schoen Place to organize the entire development area.  
S
Village Board of Trustees

Pittsford VBA

Action 5.3.1:  Ensure the provisions of the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) for determining potential impacts of new developments and potential improvements continue to be utilized. 
O
Village Board of Trustees

Planning/Zoning Board of Appeals

Infrastructure

Action 6.1.1:  Develop a program to help pay for and supply parking.
S
Village Board of Trustees

Action 6.1.2:  Reconfigure the public parking area at Schoen Place based on the master plan developed for this area to maximize the parking potential. 
Improve the walkway of the North Main Street bridge over the Canal.
S
Village Board of Trustees

Action 6.1.3:  Negotiate with private parking lot owners to reconfigure the lots and open them for public use
S
Village Board of Trustees

Action 6.2.1:  Work with the NYS DOT on any future improvements to the transportation network in Pittsford; this would include improvements within the Town to determine potential impacts on the Village.  
O
Village Board of Trustees

NYSDOT

Town Board

Action 6.2.2:  Make pedestrian circulation improvements throughout the Village.  
S
Village Board of Trustees

Planning/Zoning Board of Appeals

NYSDOT

Action 6.2.3:  Complete a historically appropriate, detailed streetscape plan for Main Street, with the 'four corners' as the main focus.
S
Village Board of Trustees

Action 6.2.4:  Continue to work with NYS DOT to develop a streetscape plan - including traffic calming techniques - for Monroe Avenue and State Street.
S
Village Board of Trustees

NYS DOT

Action 6.2.5:  Develop a comprehensive signage system, in conjunction with the Town, NYS DOT and Monroe Avenue Corridor Coalition.
I
Village Board of Trustees

NYS DOT

Action 6.3.1: Work with the Monroe County Water Authority (MCWA) that provides water service to the Village of Pittsford.  
O
Department of Public Works

Action 6.3.2: Expand the existing street lighting plan for areas specifically identified by residents and the Comprehensive Planning Committee. 
L
Village Board of Trustees

Department of Public Works

Village Schematic

The Pittsford Village Schematic Plan and sketches have been created to support and graphically illustrate the Goals, Policies and Actions of the Comprehensive Plan Committee. These graphics provide an overview and visually help bring an understanding of the ideas and concepts; detailed design and study would be required before full implementation could occur. The following visually describes the features and potential conceptual solutions to the plan:

3.7.1 Gateways

This plan illustrates the creation of major gateways at the entrances to the Village with enhancements for both vehicular and pedestrian traffic.  All gateways would include a “Welcome to Pittsford Village” sign.

North Main Street and Washington Road gateway: 
· Paint the railroad bridge an appropriate color along with the words “Pittsford Village”.

· Reduce traffic lanes on middle bridge support by constructing a wide stone edged median.

· Include landscaping and flagpoles on the median.

· Remove the right turn sweep lane from N. Main Street to Washington Road to create green space.

· Add a pedestrian gazebo structure.

· Install new landscaping and street trees, lighting and paved crosswalks
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Monroe Avenue gateway at the East Side of the Canal Bridge:

· Generous landscaping (street trees, green space, plantings).
· [image: image3.wmf]V
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Street lighting on each side of Monroe Avenue would define this entrance corridor.
East Jefferson Road and South Street gateway:

· New reconfigured traffic calming roadwork to create an island for a gazebo structure similar to the one at N. Main gateway.

· Add flagpoles, lighting, landscaping, street trees, and crosswalks. 

· Construct a new roadway entrance to the ball field.

Village line and State Street, West Jefferson Road, and South Main Street gateways:

· Add flagpoles, landscaping, lighting, and signage pylons.

Erie Canal gateways:

· Include large signs (with lighting) at the State Street Bridge and Monroe Avenue Bridge appropriately placed for easy viewing by water traffic entering the Village from the east and the west

3.7.2 Streetscape Improvements

The schematic plan addresses the existing buildings and potential new buildings along Main Street, State Street, and Monroe Ave.  In general, the intent of new two story structures along these prime commercial streets would be to fill gaps in the street facade, hide parking and create new mixed use income generating property (some of which replace or amend existing properties); this would result in maintaining the setback continuity along the public realm pedestrian ways.  
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A new two-story structure is suggested in front of (or replacing) the existing property at the Northeast corner of Main Street and State Street.  This structure would complete the Four Corners streetscape complementing the architecturally significant historic structures at the other three corners.  Other new and renovated construction could include conversion of existing one-story structures to two-stories.  This would dramatically enhance the streetscape and add additional income producing square footage.  Examples include Montana Mills, Hicks and McCarthy, 5 Monroe Avenue, and 19 Monroe Avenue. (See schematic for “Four Corners intersection” under the Traffic section)

Additional Pedestrian Features

Additional illustrated pedestrian amenities include new sidewalks and street trees on Jefferson Road, Sutherland Street, South Street, and Elmbrook Drive. There is a potential for neighborhood gazebos at the end of Austin Park and Jackson Park as well as the gateways at the canal pathways. 

Library 

Opportunities exist for expanding the community library at its present location. A potential addition is illustrated in the schematic plan.  The design could take full advantage of the canal location by including window exposures to the canal, expanded basement space, outside reading promenade, and reconfigured parking lot.
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Pedestrian Bridge

Constructing a pedestrian bridge near the expanded library to Schoen Place would further enhance the library’s prime location and its importance to Town and Village residents. The bridge would physically link the CBD with the development along the Canal to encourage people to patronize businesses and use the facilities along the Canal.
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Infill Housing

The Schematic Plan illustrates several infill-housing opportunities scattered throughout the Village that would increase the tax base.  Housing should follow strict design guidelines (Traditional Neighborhood Development Concepts) so that the character complements the best existing housing. The Village could purchase properties as they come up for sale or individual landowners could initiate this construction. Other housing opportunities exist along the south side of the canal on Plumbs Alley and at the Canal Park Office Building.  Additional potential apartment residential units could be planned for the second floor of new or existing retail construction.  (See Figure 1-3 Village Schematic, Village of Pittsford)

Schoen Place

Phase I (LWRP) of the Comprehensive Plan made recommendations concerning Schoen Place.  This Phase II Plan illustrates some of those ideas and makes further recommendations concerning pedestrian enhancements.  The following schematic illustrates a major pedestrian gateway from North Main Street adjacent to the canal bridge that could include a narrower vehicular roadway flanked on each side by a unit paved pedestrian walkway and a landscaped tree-lined promenade along the canal from the new pedestrian bridge east towards the State Street bridge.  Bollards could replace the steel guardrail and additional street lighting could be added.  Several unit paved pedestrian and landscaped access walks linking proposed parking to the north to the canal plus many crosswalks across the road could also be considered.
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Parking 

The Village Business District schematic illustrates the benefits of removing  the barriers between existing parking areas that are behind the commercial and retail buildings on Main, Monroe, and State Streets.  Besides the potential to increase parking capacity, (by 100 to 200 cars) reconfiguring the many separate parking areas into a unified whole.  This will also eliminate many curb cuts, thereby further increasing the capacity for on-street parking. As important, the pedestrian experience will be enhanced. Better lighting, landscaping and clearer signage will give pedestrians additional comfort and direction and mean less conflict with automobile traffic.
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Shared parking would require eliminating selective access driveways.  These corridors could then become landscaped pedestrian access walkways leading from the parking areas to the main streets of the CBD or could be in-filled with new building construction.  In some areas (south side of State Street for example) this plan requires the demolition or relocation of existing structures.  

Diagonal parking in front of the Spiegel Center (Lincoln Avenue) and St. Louis School (Rand Place) could be considered to increase the number of parking spaces.

Traffic

The slowing down and management of the automobile is a prime concern. This plan illustrates potential traffic calming techniques.  One option alternative is to remove right turn lanes at the Main, State, and Monroe intersection in favor of unit-paved bumpouts.  In addition, decorative unit paved crosswalks and center circle could be added. Coupled with additional landscaping and enhanced traffic control devices, these items would serve to create an enhanced and safer experience for the pedestrian at this critical area.
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Unit paved pedestrian crosswalks with “auto stop” signs are illustrated at several key points down North and South Main Street, State Street, and Monroe Avenue. Additional crosswalks (painted a warm brick color and edged in cream color) occur at all intersections throughout the Village plan.

At the North Main Street, State Street and Monroe Avenue canal bridges, traffic lane widths could be reduced to slow traffic.  The resulting wider pedestrian sidewalks are shown with unit pavers.  Additional landscaping and lighting should be considered at these enhanced pedestrian walkways.
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In general (shown selectively in the Village Schematic Plan), automobile lane width should be narrowed to help slow traffic.  The intersections at Golf Avenue/Washington Road, Eastview Terrace/South Street, Boughton Street/South Street, South Street/Jefferson Road and Sutherland Street/Jefferson Road have been reconfigured to help slow traffic and create public green space.

Northwest Quadrant

The Northwest Quadrant is the largest single opportunity for development in the Village, Any development should follow traditional patterns of neighborhood design including a variety of housing types: traditional neighborhood retail, narrow streets and alleys, natural and recreation areas, a common, opportunities for public transit, gateways, and linkages to the existing CBD and Canal. Phase I (LWRP) also includes a similar design concept for this critical area.  The Figure below illustrates a different option, updated to support the requirements of this Comprehensive Plan.    This concept could include relocating the Village Department of Public Works facility.   
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Figure 3‑1 Vacant Land– NW Corner

Village of Pittsford

Monoco Oil Site

The Monoco Oil site (adjacent to the railroad tracks, with industrial use across the canal), with its proximity to the Erie Canal has the potential to be a gateway to the Village..  There are many options for this crucial property that is shared by the Town (approximately 6.5 acres) and the Village (approximately 1.5 acres including access to Monroe Avenue).  The Town and Village will work together to support appropriate private development of this valuable property.  Figure 1-2 illustrates the potential for traditional-planned rental apartments or single-family townhouses in traditional Village fashion positioned along the canal similar to those on the Northwest Quadrant.  Retail, office or other such commercial uses should be carefully considered to ensure they do not become a detriment to the Village Business District.  

Figure 3‑2 Former Monoco Oil Site

 Village and Town of Pittsford

Figure 3‑3 Village Schematic

Village of Pittsford


Figure 3‑4 Village Business District Schematic

Village of Pittsford

Land Use Guidelines

The Future Land Use Plan, as the basis for implementing the Comprehensive Plan, illustrates projected future land uses within the village based on the recommendations within the Plan.  The plan recognizes the following categories of land use: Residential, Mixed Use/Residential, Professional Offices, Education, Agricultural Conservation, Traditional Neighborhood, Central Business District, Historic Retail District, Waterfront Commercial.  It also locates other important uses which occur on scattered sites within the broader land use areas including recreation, municipal services, private utility/railroad, natural resource, private institutional (includes churches).  The Future Land Use Plan identifies areas available and appropriate for compatible new development; and it incorporates recommendations from the Local Waterfront Redevelopment Program Phase I  (LWRP), developed jointly by the Village of Pittsford and Town of Pittsford

In existing developed areas the plan generally recommends maintaining and in some cases enhancing existing uses and development patterns.  Although some revisions to the existing zoning code are suggested, the changes are not intended to usurp the valuable role played by the Architectural and Preservation Review Board in protecting the village’s architecturally and historically significant building stock.  One of the board’s primary functions is to ensure that change enhances rather than detracts from the village’s unique character.  

Residential

Within the future land use plan, the majority of the Village will continue to be residential. Residential areas in the village consist of two major areas.  The first is located in the village’s north quadrant, between the Pittsford Cemetery and the railroad tracks.  The larger second residential quadrant occupies approximately 3/4 of the village’s area and is located south of the Erie Canal and the Central Business District.  

The plan proposes maintaining the current mix of single-family houses and scattered double and multiple unit houses.  The plan is intended to continue to protect the quality of life in neighborhoods as well as the village’s historic residential character and scale.  Some new  “infill” construction may be accommodated on empty lots where appropriate.

Although the plan proposes maintaining the status quo in residential areas, some adjustment of zoning regulations could improve the focus of the residential zoning code to ensure preservation of the physical character of the Village’s existing neighborhoods.  Possible areas to be studied include such items as:  zoning setbacks, façade, garages, etc.

Two significant educational campuses are located within the village’s residential districts.  Saint Louis Elementary School is a Roman Catholic parochial school located between South Main Street and Rand Place, just south of the central business district. The Saint Louis campus includes a playground, which is a popular neighborhood facility.  The forty-acre Sutherland High School campus is located on the west edge of the village at the corner of West Jefferson Road and Sutherland Street.  The campus includes one of the district’s two high school facilities, numerous athletic fields, tennis courts, the Lomb Woods, and the Lomb Building housing administrative offices for the Pittsford Central School District.

Agricultural

Approximately one hundred sixty acres of farmland located north of Schoen Place has been permanently protected by the Town of Pittsford’s purchase of development rights (PDR).  The area constitutes an important historic landscape, wildlife habitat, agricultural resource and scenic open space.  Approximately sixty acres of this agricultural land lies within the village limits. The future land use plan anticipates no change in its agricultural designation.

However, a new zoning district is needed to address this area as relates to the development of Schoen Place and Northfield Common.  Regulations should follow the conservation easement conditions developed by the Town of Pittsford.

Mixed Use Residential – Traditional Neighborhood

The mixed-use residential category describes an area of the village, which historically consisted of single-family homes but has evolved over the last thirty years to accommodate limited office use.  The area includes the houses located on both sides of North Main Street between the railroad bridge and the Four Corners.

The plan recommends maintaining the residential visual character of the district’s historic homes and landscaping.  The plan also recommends maintaining residential use in the district to preserve the mix of uses needed to ensure vitality in a traditional neighborhood community. The plan does not intend for the area to become entirely commercial.  Other uses  with limited parking needs are potentially compatible with the district, such as Bed and Breakfasts, the use of which is prohibited by current zoning codes.

Traditional neighborhood development is proposed for two areas of vacant land located in the northwest quadrant of the village.  The first area is located on the south of Monroe Avenue, adjacent to the south bank of the canal and includes five acres of additional vacant land within the Town.  The second larger (approximately twenty acres) area is located north of the canal in the extreme northwest corner of the village.  This area contains several scenic and environmentally sensitive resources including a wetland and a ca. 1935 spruce plantation.  

The traditional neighborhood development, first recommended in Phase I  (LWRP) of the Village’s Comprehensive Plan, would incorporate residential and other uses, utilize a conventional street grid, and follow the patterns and density of existing village areas.   Other recommendations to be incorporated in these areas include a diverse range of housing, tree lined streets that are laid out in grids avoiding cul-de-sacs, and cars/garages located behind houses and sidewalks.  This area should include a mix of residential and business development with a strong emphasis on the pedestrian environment. A new neighborhood can be created in this area through the use of these development techniques.  This site could also be a potential location for senior housing and/or market rate housing. A community center and/or meeting hall would also not be incompatible with Mixed Use Residential/Traditional Neighborhood development.  

The future land use plan also considers the former Monoco Oil property a mixed use / traditional neighborhood development area as indicated in the Phase I document (LWRP).  This site can utilize traditional development to provide a waterfront village that provides additional housing opportunities for Village residents. This area is also ideal for gateways that can mark the entrance into the Village through signage and pavement techniques. 

The presence of the canal and the Auburn Rail Trail offer exciting opportunities for recreational facilities at both locations. 

Central Business District 

The Central Business District (CBD) is located in the center of the village along the four streets radiating from the Four Corners.  A smaller second general business area is located on North Main Street immediately south of the railroad overpass.  The districts contain a mix of businesses, services, offices, and civic institutions.  Both districts include conventional commercial buildings as well as former residences adapted to business uses.

The Central Business District boundary coincides with the existing CBD designation on the future land use plan.  This designation will allow for a mixture of retail, service and residential opportunities in the CBD.  Two overlay areas are suggested on the future land use plan.  They are the Historic CBD Overlay and the Waterfront Overlay.

Historic CBD Overlay / Historic Retail Business District 

The area designated as a Historic CBD Overlay protects the historic character of the Central Business District in the Village; the area is located along South Main Street.  The ground floor of these structures are appropriate for retail specialty shops and dining establishments, for example, while promoting residential and office uses above the ground floor.  Strict design guidelines will assist in maintaining the historic quality of this area. 
Located in the center of the Central Business District, the Historic Retail Business District is the village’s historic traditional commercial core.  The area stretches from the Four Corners along South Main Street to Lincoln Avenue.  

The Historic Retail Business District is a traditional pedestrian-oriented business area, characterized by two and one-story buildings occupying the full frontage of their lot, containing first-floor storefronts, retail or food service occupancies and office or residential use on the upper floors.   Buildings within this area depend almost entirely on street parking and village and town-maintained public parking lots.  The current zoning for the area was developed to permit restaurants and other food service uses, require retail or restaurant uses in first-floor storefront spaces, and to allow flexibility from the village’s parking requirements. 

Because of its pedestrian nature, the historic retail business district warrants close study of parking needs and dynamics, storefront development, street life, and general ambience.  Because many of the traditional service anchors have left the village’s central business district, a new balance of uses and services must be attracted to restore the Four Corners and Main Street as an important community destination and pedestrian focal point. 

Additionally, the Village parking regulations which currently apply to this area need to be evaluated to ensure they are not hampering business development within this crucial district.

Landscaping through the planting of trees, shrubs and flowers as well as planters and street furniture can add greatly to the historic quality of the district.  Period lighting and banners that specify the area all play an important role to create a sense of place.  Signage that directs visitors to other areas in the Village such as Schoen Place, Northfield Common, the Depot, etc. will assist in creating a pedestrian linkage that is currently lacking in the Village.  

Waterfront CBD Overlay  / Waterfront Mixed-Use

The Waterfront CBD Overlay is designated by the Canal on the north and State Street on the south and up to the Historic CBD Overlay on the west.  Uses that relate to the Canal such as boat sales and rentals along with residential development are suited for this area.  Appropriate landscaping and lighting as well as a continuation of the Port of Pittsford Park Pathway along the Canal so as to connect to State Street can enhance this location.  

The Waterfront Business District is located on the north side of the canal along Schoen Place. A second is located south of the canal adjacent to Monroe Avenue.  The area consists of a mixture of historic agricultural mills, warehouses, barns, silos, and a few newer buildings containing specialty shops and restaurants.  The area has become a regional destination particularly during the summer months.

The Future Land Use Plan designates the area on both the north and south side of the Erie Canal as Waterfront Mixed-Use.  This would include Schoen Place and Northfield Common.  The designation provides opportunities for various types of development such as residential, retail, offices and light manufacturing that are appropriate to the character and scale of the waterfront. Suggested future improvements include providing sidewalks and curbing along Schoen Place, consolidating parking access, replacing the current steel guardrail with a curb and encouraging redevelopment of the remaining vacant mill buildings. 

A pedestrian bridge to connect Schoen Place on the north side with the public library and the CBD on the south side would serve to link the two sides of the Canal that currently act as two separate entities. It is important that the Village functions as a whole and not in segmented sections.  Linking the north and south sides of the Canal will provide a more pedestrian friendly environment, as visitors and residents will not have to drive to each location.

The Phase I (LWRP) suggests a boardwalk along both sides of the Canal, pedestrian bridge connecting Schoen Place to the library, traffic calming curves to create parks and docking areas, additional docking along the boardwalks and separated pedestrian walkways along the north side of the Canal.   Walkways might be widened and improved while traffic is slowed down.  In addition, this area can contain boat access, a park and decorative lighting and plantings to improve the pedestrian environment.   The Phase I (LWRP) document recommends adaptive reuse of the grain elevators, mill and barns, a visitor center, Historical Interpretive Center for the Canal and farming industry, improve road layout along Schoen Place and farm market opportunities.  

Professional Offices
The village contains two professional office districts.  The first is located on the south side of Monroe Avenue on the west side of the village.  The second is located north of the canal on the west side of Grove Street.  Consisting of both new and adapted older buildings, the village’s office districts are attractive and well maintained.  No significant changes are anticipated in these areas.

Figure 3‑5 Future Land Use Plan

Village of Pittsford

4.0 Overview of the People and Housing

4.1 Population Characteristics

The following inventory compares the population, age, educational attainment, income, poverty level and employment characteristics in the Village of Pittsford.  The evaluation of demographic data is an important factor for future decisions regarding land use, infrastructure and community services.  The demographic data is essential to understand the growth or decline of the population in order for the Village to efficiently and appropriately allocate its resources.

The population for the Village of Pittsford in 1990 was 1,488 with a loss of 70 residents over the past decade for a total of 1,418 in 2000; this is due to a decline in the average household size.  The population change between 1990 and 2000 for the Village is outlined in the following table:

Table 4‑1 1990 – 2000 Change in Population

Village of Pittsford, Town of Pittsford, Monroe County and New York State

Municipality
Numeric Change
Percent Change

Village of Pittsford
-70
-4.7%

Town of Pittsford
2,722
11.1%

Monroe County
21,375
3.0%

New York State
986,012
5.5%

Source: US Bureau of the Census – 1990, 2000

From 1970 to 1980 there was a 10.7% decrease, 1980 to1990 a 5.1% decrease and from 1990 to 2000 a 4.7% decrease in population in the Village of Pittsford with an expected continued decrease over the next 25 years as demonstrated by the table below. From 1990 to 2000 population totals show that there was an 11.1% increase in the Town of Pittsford, 5.5% increase in the State of New York and a 3.0% increase in Monroe County.    

Table 4‑2 2000 – 2025 Population Projections

Village of Pittsford, Town of Pittsford, Monroe County and New York Sate

Municipality
2000
2005
2015
2025

Village of Pittsford
1,450
1,440
1,423
1,408

Town of Pittsford
24,617
25,069
25,835
26,466

Monroe County
727,854
731,993
739,068
744,978

New York State
18,146,185
18,250,279
18,916,292
19,829,840

Source: Monroe County Division of Planning

Population projections reveal that over the next 25 years - with the exception of potential development of the Northwest quadrant population in the Village of Pittsford is expected to slightly decline in comparison to population growth for the Town, County and State.   Nonetheless the decline in population for the Village over the 25 years is relatively a small number and the population remains stable.   This could change based on land use decisions that are discussed in the Principles for the Future and Village Schematic 

4.1.1 Age

A breakdown of the age characteristics for the Village of Pittsford are shown on the following table:

Table 4‑3 Population by Age – 2000

Village of Pittsford

Age
2000

Population
2000

Percent
1990

Population
1990

Percent
Percent Change








Under 5 years 
80
5.6%
40
2.6%
100.0%

5 to 9 years
73
5.1%
85
5.7%
-14.1%

10 to 14 years
84
5.9%
79
5.3%
6.3%

15 to 19 years
87
6.1%
88
5.9%
1.1%

20 to 24 years
42
3.0%
75
5.0%
-44.0%

25 to 34 years
203
14.3%
231
15.5%
-12.1%

35 to 44 years
236
16.6%
233
15.6%
1.3%

45 to 54 years
217
15.3%
194
13.0%
11.9%

55 to 59 years
103
7.3%
99
6.6%
4.0%

60 to 64 years
63
4.4%
77
5.1%
-18.2%

65 to 74 years
124
8.7%
133
8.9%
-6.8%

75 to 84 years
77
5.4%
84
5.6%
-8.3%

85 years & over
29
2.0%
25
1.6%
16.0%








Median age (Years)
40.8

39.5



Source:  Bureau of the Census - 2000

Some important facts to consider when reviewing the population data for Pittsford include the 25 to 34 year old age group that is the third largest age group of the 2000 population at 14.3%; the 1990 population showed the age group at 15.5%.  This age group, which has slightly declined from the 1990 census figures, generally has children, secure incomes and are homebuyers.

In 2000, 5.1% of the Village population was between the ages of 5 to 9 year olds compared to 5.7% for 1990 for a slight decline in this age group. 5.9% of the Village’s population was between 10 to 14 years old in 2000 this is an increase from 5.3% in 1990.  The 15 to 19 year old age group slightly increased from 5.9% to 6.1% between 1990 and 2000.  These age groups are important to understand because of their needs for special youth oriented services and programs.

The number of residents over the age of 65 has remained relatively stable since 1990.  The residents over the age of 85 have increased by only a half of a percent and should not have a significant impact on the need for additional services for the elderly.

4.1.2 Race

In the Village of Pittsford, approximately 98.0% of residents are white.  Blacks comprise less than one percent of the population as do people of Asian ethnicity.  The ethnic profile for the Village of Pittsford is described in the table below:

Table 4‑4 Ethnic Profile – 2000

Village of Pittsford

Race
Population
%





One race
1,408
99.3%

White
1,389
98.0%

Black or African American
8
0.6%

American Indian & Alaska Native
1
0.1%

Asian
8
0.6%

Some other race
2
0.1%

Two or more races
10
0.7%

Source: US Bureau of the Census – 2000

Compared with the Town, New York State and Monroe County, the Village’s characteristics are very different.  According to the 2000 census, in the Town of Pittsford the population is approximately 92.6% white, in New York State the population is 70.0% white and for Monroe County this population accounts for 79.1%. 

Education

The levels of education in 1990 for the Village of Pittsford, Town of Pittsford and Monroe County are indicated in the following table:
Table 4‑5 Educational Attainment – 1990

Village of Pittsford, Town of Pittsford and Monroe County


Village of Pittsford
Town of Pittsford
Monroe County

Education 
Population
Percent
Population
Percent
Population
Percent









Persons 3 years & over enrolled in school
1,076

15,632

457,919










Less than 9th grade
26
2.4%
202
1.3%
30,487
6.6%

9th to 12th grade, no diploma
39
3.6%
568
3.6%
60,797
13.2%

High school graduate
147
13.6%
1,951
12.5%
128,252
28.0%

Some college, no degree
139
12.9%
2.244
14.3%
75,934
16.5%

Associates degree
86
8.0%
1,280
8.2%
42,146
9.2%

Bachelor’s degree
336
31.2%
4,886
31.3%
74,493
16.2%

Graduate or professional degree
303
28.1%
4,501
28.8%
45,810
10.0%









Percent high school graduate or higher

94.0%

95.1%

80.1%

Percent bachelor’s degree or higher

59.4%

60.0%

26.3%

Source:  US Bureau of the Census, 1990 & peter j. smith & company, inc.

Educational attainment statistics for the Village of Pittsford, Town of Pittsford and Monroe County reveal that a total of 94.0% of all residents are high school graduates in the Village, 95.1% for the Town and 80.1% for the County.   When considering higher education, 59.4% of Pittsford residents have a bachelor’s degree or higher while 26.3% of the Monroe County population has a bachelor’s degree or higher.  These figures illustrate that the Village of Pittsford has a highly educated population in comparison to the County.  This could translate into a population that holds professional positions and earns higher incomes that allow for more disposable income.

4.2 Housing

The following section assesses the housing conditions in the Village of Pittsford by analyzing total housing units, units in structure by type, year structure built, selected monthly costs as a percentage of household income, housing value, housing occupancy and tenure and source of water and sewage disposal.  The information provides an overall evaluation of the health of the housing stock and allows for appropriate measures to ensure the well being of the community.  

4.2.1 General Characteristics

4.2.1.1 Total Housing Units

Total housing units in the Village of Pittsford in 1990 were 648 with a slight increase of 0.6% in 2000 for a total of 652 units; this is in contrast to a decline in population in the Village of 4.7% from 1990 to 2000. The Town of Pittsford had 8,547 total housing units in 1990 for an increase of 13.6% in 2000 for a total of 9,709 units.  Monroe County experienced a 6.6% increase in housing units with a total of 285,524 units in 1990 to 304,388 units in 2000.  

4.2.1.2 Units in Structure

The following table illustrates the number of units in each structure in the Village, Town and County.

Table 4‑6 Units in Structure -1990

Village of Pittsford, Town of Pittsford and Monroe County


Village of Pittsford
Town of Pittsford
Monroe County

Units in Structure
Number
%
Number
%
Number
%

1-unit, detached
487
75.2%
7,190
84.1%
174,952
61.3%

1-unit, attached
11
1.7%
497
5.8%
14,137
5.0%

2 to 4 units
135
20.8%
302

3.5%
44,389
15.5%

5 to 9 units
5
0.8%
403
4.7%
20,931
7.3%

10 or more units
0
0.0%
104
1.2%
25,754
9.0%

Mobil home, trailer, manufactured home*
10
1.5%
51
0.6%
5,361
1.9%

Source:  US Bureau of the Census – 1990

In the Village, 1-unit detached structures account for 75.2% of the housing stock as compared to 84.1% for the Town and 61.3% for the County.  This is followed by 2 to 4 unit structures at 20.8% for the Village and 3.5% for the Town and15.5% for the County.  The table also illustrates that the Village of Pittsford does not have any large apartment complexes of 10 units or more.  For the most part housing units are limited to single and two family units.

4.2.1.3 Age of Housing

Age of the housing stock in the Village of Pittsford is considerably older than that of the Town and Monroe County as illustrated in the Table below.

Table 4‑7 Year Structure Built -1989

Village of Pittsford, Town of Pittsford and Monroe County

Year structure built
Village of Pittsford
Town of Pittsford
Monroe County


Total
%
Total
%
Total
%









Total housing units
648

8,547

285,524










1989 to March 1990
3
0.5%
192
2.2%
3,580
1.2%

1985 to 1988
11
1.6%
810
9.5%
14,969
5.2%

1980 to 1984
11
1.6%
643
7.5%
11,800
4.1%

1970 to 1979
24
3.7%
1,448
16.9%
46,888
16.4%

1960 to 1969
61
9.4%
2,700
31.6%
52,321
18.3%

1950 to 1959
115
17.7%
1,349
15.8%
43,460
15.2%

1940 to 1949
43
6.6%
285
3.3%
25,554
8.9%

1939 or earlier
380
58.6%
1,120
13.1%
86,952
30.4%

Source: US Bureau of the Census - 1990

The Village contains 648 total housing units with a larger number of housing units constructed before 1940 (380 or 58.6%) and fewer newer units constructed after 1988 (3 or 0.5%) than the Town and County. 

4.2.1.4 Housing Expenses

The percentage of household income that residents spend on housing costs can be an indicator as to the affordability of housing in a community, as well as overall level of income.  The table below compares housing expenses of the Village of Pittsford to the Town of Pittsford and Monroe County.  Housing expenses are defined as rent or mortgage payments, taxes and utility payments.

Table 4‑8 Selected Monthly Expenses  – 1989

Village of Pittsford, Town of Pittsford and Monroe County


Village of Pittsford
Town of Pittsford
Monroe County


Total
%
Total
%
Total
%









Specified owner occupied housing units
412

6,580

157,916


Less than 20% of household income
208
50.4%
3,405
51.7%
84,337
53.4%

20% to 24% of household income
59
14.3%
1,009
15.3%
25,501
16.1%

25% to 29% of household income
44
10.6%
883
13.4%
17,427
11.0%

30% to 34% of household income
28
6.7%
453
6.9%
10,699
6.7%

35% or more of household income
73
17.7%
812
12.3%
19,555
12.3%

Not computed
0
0.0%
18
0.27%
397
0.3%









Specified renter occupied housing units
177

1,047

94,239


Less than 20% of household income
70
39.5%
358
34.2%
25,441
27.0%

20% to 24% of household income
18
10.1%
136
13.0%
12,732
13.5%

25% to 29% of household income
14
7.9%
138
13.2%
10,538
11.1%

30% to 34% of household income
15
8.4%
84
8.0%
6,813
7.2%

35% or more of household income
44
24.8%
258
24.6%
35,091
37.2%

Not computed
16
9.0%
73
7.0%
3,624
3.8%

Source: US Bureau of the Census – 1990

In the Village, 50.4% of occupied housing units spend less than 20% of their household income on housing expenses as compared to 51.7% in the Town and 53.4% in Monroe County.   In the Village, 39.5% of renter occupied housing units are spending less than 20% of their household income on housing expenses compared to 34.2% in the Town and 27% for the County. However, 24.8% of residents spend a significant amount of their income at 35% or more on housing expenses. 

4.2.1.5 Housing Values

The table below reveals the housing values for the Village of Pittsford in contrast to the Town of Pittsford and Monroe County.

Table 4‑9 Housing Value – 1990

Village of Pittsford, Town of Pittsford and Monroe County


Village of Pittsford
Town of Pittsford
Monroe County


Total
%
Total
%
Total
%









Specified owner occupied units
412

6,547

155,425










Less than $50,000
1
0.2%
19
0.3%
7,867
5.0%

$50,000 to $99,000
91
22.0%
502
7.7%
89,905
57.8%

$100,000 to $149,000
205
49.7%
2,302
35.1%
38,566
24.8%

$150,000 to $199,999
66
16.0%
1,615
24.7%
11,221
7.2%

$200,000 to $299,999
31
7.5%
1,404
21.4%
5,764
3.7%

$300,000 or more
18
4.3%
705
10.8%
2,102
1.3%









Median (dollars)
$127,300

$162,000

$90,700


Source: US Bureau of the Census – 1990

Housing values in the range of $100,000 to $149,000 account for 49.7% of the total number of units in the Village as compared to 35.1% for the Town and 24.8% of the units in the County in this same price range.  In general, the Village of Pittsford’s housing values rate higher than Monroe County once the values reach $100,000 and above.  A total of 77.0% of the owner occupied units in Pittsford are valued at over $100,000 where as the County only has 37.0% of its owner occupied units above $100,000.  This indicates that although the majority of the structures in the Village are over 60 years old, the housing stock is in good condition. 

4.2.1.6 Occupancy and Tenure

The occupancy and tenure of an area can convey how affordable the housing of a community is.  The table below compares these figures between the Village of Pittsford, Town of Pittsford and Monroe County.

Table 4‑10 Housing Occupancy & Tenure – 2000

Village of Pittsford, Town of Pittsford and Monroe County


Village of Pittsford
Town of Pittsford
Monroe County


Total
%
Total
%
Total
%

Housing Occupancy















Total housing units
652
100.0%
9,709
100.00%
304,388
100.0%









Occupied housing units
633
97.1%
9,448
97.3%
286,512
94.1%

Vacant housing units
19
2.9%
261
2.7%
17,876
5.9%

Seasonal, recreational or occasional use
2
0.3%
62
0.6%
1,175
0.4%

Homeowner vacancy rate (Percent)

0.6%

0.6%

1.4%

Rental vacancy rate 

0.6%

4.4%

7.6%









Housing Tenure















Occupied housing units
633
100.0%
9,448
97.3%
286,512
100.0%

Owner occupied housing units
460
72.7%
8,211
84.6%
186,426
65.1%

Renter occupied housing units
173
27.3%
1,237
13.1%
100,086
34.9%

Average household size of owner occupied units
2.36

2.77

2.67


Average household size of renter occupied units
1.90

1.84

2.11


Source: US Bureau of the Census - 2000

There is a large percent of occupied housing units in the Village of Pittsford at 97.1% as well as the Town at 97.3% while Monroe County is slightly less at 94.1%. Owner occupied units account for 72.7% in the Village, 84.6% in the Town and 65.1% in the County.  The housing unit vacancy rate in the Village at 2.9% is more than the Town at 2.7% but less than that of the County at 5.9%.   Renters account for 27.3% of the housing units in the Village of Pittsford, 13.1% in the Town and 34.9% in Monroe County.  

The low vacancy rate and high owner occupancy rate for the Village indicates a strong housing market with quality housing stock and a solid employment sector.

4.2.1.7 Public Utilities

The following table illustrates the accessibility of sewer and water service available to the residents of the Village.  

Table 4‑11 Source of Water & Sewage Disposal – 1990

Village of Pittsford, Town of Pittsford and Monroe County


Village of Pittsford
Town of Pittsford
Monroe County


Total
%
Total
%
Total
%









Total housing units
648

8,547

285,524










Lacking complete plumbing facilities
2(
0.3%
26
0.3%
1,021
0.4%









Source of Water







Public system or private company
646
99.7%
8,521
99.7%
278,609
97.5%

Individual drilled well
2
0.3%
26
0.3%
5,798
2%

Individual dug well
0
0%
0
0%
844
0.3%

Some other source
0
0%
0
0%
273
0.09%









Sewage disposal







Public sewer
625
91.3%
6,638
77.7%
253,772
88.8%

Septic tank or cesspool
23
3.3%
1,877
22.0%
30,694
10.7%

Other means
0
0%
32
0.4%
1,058
0.37%

Source: US Bureau of the Census – 1990, peter. j. smith & company, inc.

The Village had 91.3% of residents on public sewer service in 1990 while the Town had 77.7% of residents on public sewer service; the County had 88.8% of residents with public sewer service in 1990.  The availability of water and sewer infrastructure impacts the quality of life for Village residents as well as providing opportunities for more intense development.  In 2000, everyone within the Village has access to public water and sewage disposal.  

Housing Trends

4.2.1.8 Building Permits

In the last five years there has been only one new home built within the Village of Pittsford.  Although there has been limited new construction, there has been extensive work done to both residential and commercial properties.  The table below lists specific building permits issued between 1996 through to March 2001 in the Village of Pittsford.

Table 4‑12 Building Permits Issued

1996 – March 2001

Permit Issued
1996 – March 2001




Addition
20

Deck
13

Exterior Renovations
14

Garage Construction
4

Interior Renovation
45

Porch Addition
8

Source:  Village of Pittsford Building Inspector 

4.2.1.9 Home Sales and Assessments

The Rochester Association of Realtors states that from June 2000 to May 2001, 26 properties were sold in the Village of Pittsford; approximately 11,200 were sold in the Genesee Region.  The median sale price of $160,950 for the Village is considerably higher than the $97,000 median sale price for the Genesee Region
.  Housing assessments in the Village have increased approximately 8.3%; this is higher than both the Town (5%) and County (1%-2%) assessment increases.
 

4.2.1.10 Future Housing Potentials

There is a potential to develop “Village scale” housing in the northwest section of the Village.  Recommendations from the Comprehensive Planning Committee state that the northwest corner of the Village is zoned Special Mixed Use and is currently underutilized.  This area should be developed with a strong linkage to the Canal waterfront with compatible architecture to reflect the scale and history of the area and appropriate parking and a required access road.

Available Housing Programs

The Village of Pittsford does not administer any affordable housing programs but has access to programs administered through the Community Development Division of Monroe County and the State.   Monroe County allocates $3.5 million in federal funds towards projects that provide affordable housing opportunities, homeless assistance and neighborhood improvements.  Programs include:

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 

CDBG provides states with annual direct grants that can be awarded to smaller communities and rural areas for use in revitalizing neighborhoods, providing affordable housing and improving community facilities and services.

Home Investment Partnership (HOME) 

The HOME program is designed to provide decent, safe and affordable housing to low and very low-income residents.  Eligible activities include:  acquisition of existing housing, rehabilitation of substandard housing, new home construction and demolition of decayed housing.  In addition there are services focusing on housing affordability, tenant based rental assistance, down payment and closing cost assistance to new low-income homebuyers and financial assistance to existing low-income homeowners for rehabilitation.

Emergency Shelter Grant (ESG)

ESG awards grants for the rehabilitation or conversion of properties into homeless shelters and also provides funding for social service and homeless prevention activities.

Low-Income Housing Credit (LIHC)

This program is administered by the State of New York Division of Housing & Community Renewal (DHCR) and promotes investment in the development and retention of affordable low-income rental housing.  LIHC provides a dollar-to-dollar reduction in federal income tax liability for property owners who develop and rehabilitate low-income rental housing.

Section 8 Program

This program is also administered by DHCR and is tenant based housing assistance in the form of vouchers to low-income families who reside in New York State.

Architectural Consulting Program 

Historic Pittsford, Inc. is a non-profit agency that administers a program, in conjunction with an architect, to provide free consulting and a written report on proposed exterior changes; this ensures that the historical character of a property is maintained as improvements are made.  

4.3 Comprehensive Planning Committee Recommendations

The Comprehensive Planning Committee hosted a Village Charrette to gather public input regarding pertinent issues within the Village.  Following the charrette, the Committee reviewed the findings and summarized them into priority items.  Many of the ideas and recommendations relate to the people and housing in the Village and the overall quality of life.  Recommendations related to population and housing are summarized below and referenced in areas of this chapter to illustrate their relationship to this plan.

Table 4‑13 Comprehensive Planning Committee Summary – Residents

Village of Pittsford

Issue
Recommendations
Chapter 

Reference

The vacant private land parcels in the northwest corner of the Village are zoned “Special Mixed Use” but are underutilized
Change zoning from “Special Mixed Use” to Residential.  Advertise for developers to submit proposals
4.2.2.3

There are no barriers to prevent residential streets from becoming “shortcuts” for high-speed traffic
The implementation of traffic calming techniques will discourage the use of residential streets as “shortcuts”
8.4.2

Source:  Village Charrette Summary and Recommendations - Comprehensive Planning Committee

4.4 Public Survey Results Summary

Public opinion was obtained through a community survey that was distributed to a random sample of Village residents in June 2001; the survey is fully described in the Public Input Chapter of this study.  A section of the survey provided residents with the opportunity to state their opinions regarding housing in the Village.  The following is a summary of the comments obtained from the public survey in relation to population and housing in the Village of Pittsford.  

· Over 89% of respondents cited the Village as a very good place to live

· 79% are happy with the image their community presents to Monroe County

· 67% believe that Pittsford should maintain its existing character

· 62% of Pittsford residents indicated their support for streetscape improvements

· 44.2% agreed or strongly agreed that senior citizen housing should be available in the Village 

5.0 Community Facilities & Services

The quality, supply and variety of a community’s services and facilities are important to the overall quality of life a community can offer its residents. Education, emergency services, recreational opportunities and cultural enrichment have a substantial impact on the appeal of a community as a place to live. This chapter explores the resources available to residents in the Village of Pittsford, including historic resources, educational facilities, libraries, emergency services, recreational facilities and social services.

5.1 Historic Resources

The history of the Village of Pittsford is very important to its future.  For at least 100 years the Village has viewed itself as a historic community.  A 131 building district and three individual properties have been nominated to the New York State and National Registers of Historic Places.  A local preservation ordinance was adopted in the early 1970’s.  A citizen initiated preservation movement has grown increasingly strong over the last 35 years.  Accomplishments of Pittsford preservation movement include: the relocation of the Little House to prevent its demolition, the creation of a historic preservation district, the redevelopment of the Erie Canal waterfront, and the preservation of farmland through the Town’s purchase of development rights and the rehabilitation of numerous Village buildings.

5.1.1 National and Local Register of Historic Places

The National Parks Service administers the Register of Historic Places through the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966.  The National Register serves to identify and protect historic resources that are important to American culture.  The National Register consists of all historic areas in National Parks, National Historic Landmarks that have been designated for their significance and properties significant to the nation, state or community, which have been nominated by states, federal agencies and others and have been approved by the National Parks Service
.  The Village’s National Historic District includes:

· The area roughly bounded by the Erie Canal, Jefferson Road and Sutherland and South Streets.

· The largely residential district includes 131 properties that are mostly 19th and early 20th century residences in Federal, Greek Revival, Gothic Revival, Italianate, Queen Anne, Eastlake and Colonial Revival Styles.

· The District includes three churches and a school.

Notable buildings in the District include:

· Federal Harous-Briggs House (1812)

· Federal Little House (c.1819)

· Federal/Greek Revival Steele House (c.1810)

· Phoenix Hotel (individually listed)

· Cobblestone District No. 6 Schoolhouse (1842)

· Gothic Revival Dr. Hartwell Carver House (c. 1853)

· Early Romanesque Revival Presbyterian Church (c. 1867)

· High Victorian Gothic Christ Church (c. 1868)

Additional individual properties in the Village listed with the National Register include:

· Pittsford Farms (Hawley – Zornow Farm, 44 N. Main Street), This large Italianate house was originally built by Samuel Hildreth in 1814 with additions and remodeling done in the Italian Style by Jarvis Lord at the time of the Civil War.  The development rights for a large portion of this 200-acre farm have been purchased by the Town of Pittsford to assure their preservation as agricultural open space.

· Adolph Lomb House – (Sutherland Street and W. Jefferson Road).  This property was the estate of Adolph Lomb the son of the co-founder of Bausch & Lomb Optical Company.

· Village Hall, known as the Wiltsie Memorial Building, was built in 1855.  In 1937, the building was donated by Mary Emily Wiltsie Field as a library in memorial to her father who grew up in the home.  The building was used as a library until 1974 when the library was relocated to State Street.  The structure now houses the Village offices.  Recommendations from the Comprehensive Planning Committee based on the charrette find that the Village Hall has space available for community groups; however, the building is currently underutilized for such purposes. Charrette participants have also suggested that there are no designated public restrooms in the Village and that the accessible restrooms located in the Village Hall could be designated for this purpose if made accessible.

The entire Village has been surveyed utilizing the NYS Building/Structure Inventory Forms and has been designated a Local Historic Preservation District.  This district notifies property owners, planners and developers to the existence of significant historic properties and sites that need to be taken into consideration in both public and private endeavors.  The local district contains many historic structures not included in the National Register District, which encompasses the Village Central Business District and surrounding areas, such as the Flour Mills, the Depot and the “Little Dublin” neighborhood.  This district recognizes the architecturally and historically significant structures that are important to the Village character and through preservation and restoration of these structures along with addressing potential problems such as parking and traffic the historic character can be maintained.

5.1.2 The Erie Canal

The Erie Canal, running through the Village of Pittsford, makes the Village a unique destination.  Today, as commercial use of the Canal has declined, it has become a recreational resource as well as drawing tourists to the historic structures in the Village that exist from the era when Canal trade was thriving.  The Village of Pittsford has implemented adaptive reuse efforts of the Canal warehouses that exist along Schoen Place.  These warehouses have been transformed into shops and restaurants that provide an attractive and thriving area for tourists as well as residents.  

The Canal is owned and operated by the New York State Canal Corporation.  The Canal Corporation must be involved in all decisions that directly impact the Canal lands.  The Canal Corporation reviews and approves the design for any facilities proposed on Canal lands.

The Genesee Transportation Council also funded the “Canalway Trail Realignment Study” in the Spring of 1999 to look at realignment alternatives of the portion of the Canal along old Monroe Avenue and Brook Road in the Town of Pittsford.  The realignment of the Canal is designed to improve the safety, operations and aesthetics of the trail.  In response to residents’ issues regarding this section of the Canal the Town of Pittsford requested the Canal Corporation improve the Canalway Trail at this location.  The Canal Corporation in turn requested planning assistance from the Genesee Transportation Council, therefore resulting in the Canalway Trail Realignment Study.

5.2 Education

5.2.1 Public Schools

Public education for Village of Pittsford children is provided by the Pittsford Central School District.  The district also serves students from the Towns of Pittsford and some bordering portions of Perinton, Penfield, Victor, Mendon, Henrietta and Brighton.  In 1999-2000, 5,741 students attended classes throughout the District.  There are three school district facilities in or near the Village: 

· The district administrative offices are located in the historical Lomb House at Jefferson Road and Sutherland Street.

· Jefferson Road Elementary opened in 1959, is located just south of the Village line.  All of the Village south of the Norfolk Southern Railroad attends Jefferson Road School.

· Sutherland High School was opened in 1952 to accommodate the centralization of the district.  The school was enlarged in the 1960’s and 1980’s.  The school is one of the important community institutions located in the Village.  The district is presently considering relocating the high school program to a district-owned site in the southwest portion of the Town of Pittsford outside the Village.

5.2.2 Teaching Staff


The Pittsford Central School District employs approximately 482 teachers, 312 of which have permanent teaching certification for New York State.  The district’s median teaching salary is $55,541, higher than the Monroe County average of $48,011.  Pittsford teachers had an average of 16.6 years of teaching experience, higher than the Monroe County average of 12.2 years and slightly higher than the State average of 16.0 years.  

5.2.3 Facilities

The Pittsford Central School District operates eight educational facilities.  The Pittsford Sutherland High School (grades 9-12) is located at 55 Sutherland Street in the Village.  As of this writing, the current schools and configurations are as follows:    Jefferson Road Elementary (grades K-5) located at 15 School Lane, Mendon Center Elementary (grades K-5) located at 110 Mendon Center Road, Park Road Elementary (grades K-5) located at 50 Park Road, Thornell Road Elementary (grades K-5) located at 431 Thornell Road, Pittsford Middle School (grades 6-8) located 75 Barker Road and Pittsford Mendon High School (grades 9-12) located at 472 Mendon Road are all located in the Town of Pittsford.  Allen Creek Elementary (grades K-5) at 3188 East Avenue is located in the Town of Brighton and serves the northern quadrant of the Village north of the Norfolk/Southern Railroad.

The School District Facilities Plan has been an issue in the community for the past several years. A key decision for the school district is whether to renovate Sutherland High School  or build a new facility outside of the Village and convert the Sutherland building to a middle school. The use of the Sutherland Street school facility as a high school is an important element in the strategic directions supported by the Village Comprehensive Plan to retain important public and private institutions within its core.  The school district’s decision will impact the character and vitality of the Village as the cultural and business center of the Pittsford community.

The Village’s role as Pittsford’s traditional downtown requires that the community’s anchor institutions, which bring people together,  must be retained.  Renovation is evidence of the on-going health of our downtown and our community. Facilities such as stadiums,  arts centers, museums and urban academic campuses are regularly built, renovated, or offered incentives as valued elements in urban plans.  The loss of such facilities can result in a reduction of retail business, a cycle of disinvestment, and decline.  The high school represents a specific population that is an important part of the fabric of the village.  High school activities are significantly different from those of other grade levels.  Changing or removing that “character” would have an adverse affect on the Village.

Regional census projections indicate that the school age population will decline in the coming years.  When that occurs, the Pittsford Central School District may be faced with consolidation or closure of a facilities.  An investment to renovate and appropriately expand Sutherland High School will ensure for decades to come its role as Pittsford’s flagship high school. The stability of this vital anchor will affirm the on-going status and health of the (Village’s) core community.

5.2.4 Fiscal Information

The Pittsford District expends approximately $11,223 per student, which is higher than the State public school average of $9,321 but slightly less than the Rochester School District at $11,245.

5.2.5 Average Class Size and Student/Teacher Ratios

Average class size in the Pittsford Central School District is approximately 22 students per class for kindergarten to 5th grade, 26 students per class for 6th grade to 8th grade and 22 students per class for 9th grade to 12th grade.  High school math and science classes are usually smaller.  Smaller class sizes allow for more individualized instruction.

Student Performance

The number of June 1997 Regents exams taken was 3,073.  The percent of students passing exams ranged from 90% to 99%. Pittsford Central School passing rates are equal to and above State, County and similar school reference groups for all Regents examinations. 

A total of 82% of Pittsford high school seniors earned a New York State Regents Diploma in 1999-2000.  This rate was considerably higher than the State average of 43%.   A total of 94% of Pittsford students entered college.  The college attendance rate for Monroe County was 65% to 94%.

5.2.6 Drop-Out Rates

In 1999-2000, 0.2% of Pittsford students dropped out of school.  This figure is lower than both the County and State drop out rates of 3.8% and 4.1%, respectively.

5.3 Public Library Resources

The Village of Pittsford was the location of private libraries through much of the 19th Century. The Pittsford Village Library was begun in 1920 by Una Hutchison and was chartered in 1924 under the Board of Regents of New York State.  The library has had several locations including: the Parker Block at the Four Corners, the Little House at 17 Monroe Avenue and in the Wiltsie Building the current Village Hall at 21 North Main Street.

The Village operated the library until 1972 when the Town of Pittsford purchased a former grocery store at 24 State Street and converted it into the current Pittsford Community Library.  At that time, the Village relinquished control of the library to the Town.  The library is open 67 hours per week including four evenings and Saturday and Sunday.  The library’s approximate collection is 80,637 books with a circulation of approximately 360,032.  The library also offers 330 programs such as pre-school story hour and school visits.  A Citizens Committee has been set up to put together a needs assessment for the Pittsford Library to ascertain if the current facility meets the needs of the community.

The Janes Branch Library is located at 200 Fairport Road in the Town of Pittsford and is a limited service library that was dedicated in 1979 and was a bequest of former Senator, Rodney Janes.  The Pittsford Community Library is a member of the Monroe County Library System.

There has been considerable discussion concerning the future location of this public library in the Town and Village. Because there is insufficient interior space and parking is sometimes an issue, expansion of the existing facility or a new location is being considered.  Input from Village and Town residents, community and  business organizations supports the Comprehensive Planning Committee’s conclusion  that the library is an important part of the Village and acts as an attraction and destination for both residents and visitors.  Therefore it is strongly suggested that the expansion of the existing library on the current site be the primary consideration to ensure the facility remains in the Village Central Business District.

5.4 Emergency Services  

5.4.1 Fire

The Pittsford Volunteer Fire Company is one of Pittsford’s oldest community services established in 1896, and provides fire-fighting services to the Village of Pittsford and the surrounding areas.  The company is located on Monroe Avenue in the Village Center and has 62 volunteer firefighters.  Firefighting crews are dispatched through the 911 system and service approximately 825 calls per year throughout the district that covers 30 square miles. 

To adequately battle fires the company has the following equipment:  four pumpers, one 100’ Aerial Ladder, one 75’ Quint, one Heavy Rescue Vehicle and one EMS Squad Van.

5.4.2 Police

The Monroe County Sheriff’s Department services the Village of Pittsford.  The Sheriff’s Department covers approximately 663.2 square miles.  There are 1,031 full and part-time positions with an annual budget of $77,782,130.  In 1999 the department answered 199,574 calls for the district, up 0.5% from 1998.  In 2000 there were 1,030 police reports written for the Village of Pittsford covering all types of offenses.


5.4.3 Ambulance

The Village of Pittsford is provided ambulance service by the Town of Pittsford through the Pittsford Volunteer Ambulance, Inc. (PVA) located on Tobey Road, which is approximately 1.3 miles from the Village.  The PVA began service in 1971 and today services 25,000 residents and consists of 100 volunteers and two state-of-the art ambulances. In 2000 the PVA responded to 1,675 calls for the Town and Village of Pittsford.  

5.5 Health Services

Health care is provided to the Village residents through the following area health centers:

· Monroe Community Hospital is a Monroe County-owned  556-bed residential long-term care facility located 5.3 miles from the Village in Rochester.

· An affiliate of Strong Health, Highland Hospital is a 268-bed community hospital and is located 5.5 miles from the Village in Rochester.  Highland Hospital provides primary care, women’s health and senior services.

· Strong Memorial Hospital, located in Rochester and 6 miles from the Village, is a 750-bed regional referral center, providing a full spectrum of  general and specialized inpatient and outpatient services for adults, children and newborns.  Strong Memorial Hospital is also the primary teaching hospital of the University of Rochester School of Medicine and Dentistry and School of Nursing.  As the regional trauma center it also houses an inpatient burn unit.  

· Park Ridge Hospital is a 259-bed community hospital providing adult acute care inpatient services including obstetrics, as well as  physical medicine, rehabilitation, oncology, ambulatory surgery, dialysis, psychiatry and a cardiac diagnostic center.  Park Ridge Hospital is located 15.8 miles from the Village.

· Rochester General Hospital, located 6.3 miles from the Village, is a 526-bed acute care, teaching hospital.  Rochester General Hospital is New York’s fourth largest cardiac center.  It also supports a trauma center and a pediatric intensive care unit. 

· Genesee Hospital that was located in Rochester closed on May 21, 2001 due to continuing financial losses.  Serving primarily the southeast section of the City of Rochester and Monroe County including Pittsford, Genesee Hospital was a 385-bed acute care facility including a skilled nursing facility.  Due to strong community support, this facility is planned to be opened in 2002 as a Diagnostic and Treatment Center with a number of outpatient services and an urgent care center.

5.6 Social Services

5.6.1 Monroe County Office for the Aging

The Monroe County Office for the Aging (MCOFA) was established in 1973 by the Monroe County Legislature.  The MCOFA is responsible for planning, coordinating, funding and advocating for the more than 118,000 residents over the age of 60 in Monroe County.  Programs provided by the MCOFA include:  adult day service, advocacy, caregiver assistance, counseling, financial management, legal services, education, employment, energy assistance, home support, health promotion, nutrition counseling, wellness programs, senior programs and volunteer opportunities.

5.6.2 Pittsford Senior Services

Senior services for the Village are provided through the Town of Pittsford.  Pittsford Senior Citizens is a non-profit organization that is located in the Spiegel Community Center and serves approximately 1,200 individuals ranging in age from 50 to 98 years old with 60 registered members from the Village. It should be noted that Pittsford residents may utilize these services without becoming members. 

Pittsford Senior Citizens provides programs and services for seniors that encourage independent living and education on health related issues such as exercise programs, line dancing classes, 55-Alive Safe Driving Program, flu shots, mammograms, blood pressure checks, trips and a meeting every Tuesday night that includes an informational speaker or entertainment. 

Although the Village does not currently provide any senior housing,  there is senior housing that is available in the Town of Pittsford: 

· The Highlands at Pittsford, 100 Hahnemann Trail is located just outside the Village in the Town of Pittsford.  The Highlands is a 135-unit apartment complex that provides independent living for seniors. 
· The Laurelwood, 300 Hahnemann Trail is also just outside the Village in the Town of Pittsford.  The Laurelwood is a 60-unit apartment complex for seniors.
· The planned Ryan senior living complex on Clover Street.
· Heather Heights just West of the Village is an adult care facility.
Elderberry Express, Inc.

Transportation for seniors is provided by Elderberry Express, Inc.  This organization began in 1987 by members of the Pittsford Interfaith Coalition on Aging and was supported by churches and volunteer donations.  Today the Town of Pittsford provides $7,500 in support of the $20,000 annual budget. Contributions from local churches, clients and private donors support over 100 clients. Elderberry Express, Inc. offers free transportation to Pittsford seniors who are no longer able to drive.  There are two weekly scheduled trips:  to the Pittsford Senior Citizen meetings and to the grocery store.  Individual trips are available by appointment.

5.6.3 Pittsford Youth Services, Inc.

Pittsford Youth Services, Inc. (PYS) is located in the Spiegel Community Center and is a non-profit organization funded through the Town and Village of Pittsford, the Pittsford Central School District, area religious organizations, community organizations, businesses, State and Federal grants, the United Way Donor Option and fundraising events.  PYS provides services at their offices as well as in the area schools.  The services that are provided by PYS include individual and family counseling, psycho-educational groups for all grade levels and classroom presentations.  Topics include the “40 Development Assets,” self-esteem, bullying, depression, diversity, conflict resolution, respect and stress management.  PYS employs master-level State certified social workers.

5.6.4 Pittsford Food Cupboard

In 1998, the Ecumenical Clergy Association of Pittsford Churches opened a Food Cupboard in the Old Pickle Factory on Grove Street.  The Food Cupboard currently serves 20-35 households per week with 15% of these households living in Pittsford.  These families are facing financial hardship and are allowed to visit the Food Cupboard twice a month for five days worth of food for each visit.  The Food Cupboard receives food collections from the United States Department of Agriculture, the Regional food bank and individual donations.

Churches

The churches in the Village of Pittsford provide spiritual services to Village residents.  The churches located in the Village are:

· St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 28 Lincoln Avenue

· Christ Episcopal Church of Pittsford, 36 South Main Street

· Saint Louis Catholic Church, 60 South Main Street

· United Church of Pittsford, South Main Street just outside of the Village

· First Presbyterian Church, 25 Church Street

5.6.5 Neighborhood Associations

During the charrette process, there was an indication that neighborhood associations, or block clubs, could help the Village maintain its quality of life and attractive character.  While there are currently no neighborhood associations within the Village, the Comprehensive Planning Committee has indicated that this recommendation is a priority item in the Village.  Neighborhood Associations will allow residents to discuss issues and opportunities within the Village in a formalized way to ensure that issues within the neighborhoods are addressed by local officials.

Figure 5‑1 Community Facilities and Services
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5.7 Recreation 

The Town of Pittsford Recreation Department, located at the Spiegel Community Center, provides recreational programs for all ages; this includes residents within the Village of Pittsford.  The Department’s recreation programs include: academic programs, aquatics, arts & crafts, athletics, cooking, dance, finance, fitness, health, music & theater and preschool programs.  The Town has set up a Community Center Advisory Group to ensure that the community center meets the needs of the residents.  The importance of the maintaining the Community Center in the Village is a major consideration for the Village.  There are several parks and recreational facilities that are located in the Village. The parks and recreation facilities located within the Village include:

· The Port of Pittsford Park located at 22 North Main Street and covers 2 acres.  The park provides sitting areas with benches, picnic tables, walkways, a boat dock and music concerts in the summer.

· The Copper Beech Park is located at 14 State Street and provides a garden area surrounding the landmark Beech Tree.

· The Paul Spiegel Community Center is located at 35 Lincoln Avenue and is 4.2 acres.  The Community Center provides a playground and one small athletic field.

· Sutherland High School is located at 55 Sutherland Street and has tennis courts and athletic fields.

· Bob Ford Little League Field, located on South Street, includes baseball fields.  

· The Erie Canal Park runs along the northern side of the Canal and is maintained by the Village.

· The St. Louis Church located on South Main Street and provides playground facilities.

· Lomb Woods is a eight-acre woodlot with six acres located on the Pittsford Central School District Property north of Jefferson Road and west of Sutherland High School and contains a mix oak and northern hardwood 200-year-old growth trees.
  

There is potential for additional parks and recreational opportunities within the Village.  The charrette findings and Comprehensive Planning Committee indicate that the property that currently houses the Department of Public Works is underutilized and could be used for recreational purposes.  They have identified this area as “ideal” for a Village Park because of its proximity to the Canal.

5.8 Comprehensive Planning Committee Recommendations

The Comprehensive Planning Committee hosted a Village Charrette to gather public input on issues within the Village of Pittsford.  Following the charrette, the Committee compiled the findings and developed a list of priority items.  The following items related to community services were identified.  The chapter reference is included to illustrate the relationship with this plan.  It should be noted that some of these initial recommendations are not part of this final document.

Table 5‑1 Comprehensive Planning Committee Summary – Community Services

Village of Pittsford

Issue
Recommendations
Chapter Reference

Presently there are no neighborhood associations to foster communication among residents
The Village trustees utilize existing resources to develop a format for the implementation of neighborhood associations
5.6.7

The library and court house have insufficient interior space and a lack of parking
Expand library facility and relocate court facility
5.3

Village Hall is underused
The Mayor takes steps to familiarize residents with the availability of the Village Hall for community groups.
5.1.1

Village DPW is currently using a prime piece of real estate for storage, staging and vehicle parking
Village relocates the DPW to free up present land for new park 
5.7

There are no public restrooms in the Village
Recommend to Trustees possible designated public restrooms at Village/Town facilities including signage
5.1.1

Source:  Village Charrette Summary and Recommendations Document – Comprehensive Planning Committee

5.9 Public Survey Results Summary

A section of the June 2000 Community Survey  (Reference 4.4) allowed residents to state opinions on the community facilities and services provided in the Village.  The following is a summary of the survey in relation to community facilities and services and is further analyzed in the Public Input Chapter (9.0) of the Plan.

· Of the respondents, 33.6% strongly agreed and 44.2 % agreed that the school district offered an excellent learning environment

· 45.1% of the respondents strongly agree and 27.4% agree that new/updated services or buildings such as the library, court building and community center should be located in the Village  

· Respondents strongly agree that the Village has high quality police protection that is currently provided by the Monroe County Sheriff’s Department with 15.9% that disagree

· A high percentage of respondents strongly agree that fire protection and emergency rescue squads offer excellent service to Village residents

· 9.7% of respondents strongly agree and 22.0% agree while 7.0% disagree that there are adequate senior citizen activities provided by the Village

· The lack of available senior housing in the Village is a concern for respondents

· Approximately half of the respondents to the survey agree that the Village provides enough neighborhood parks and playgrounds

· 37.0% of respondents agree that there are adequate recreational programs for children  

6.0 Overview of the Economy

6.1 Introduction

The Economy and Growth chapter provides an economic inventory and analysis of the Village of Pittsford in comparison with the Town, County and Rochester Metropolitan Statistical Area. The chapter provides a basis for future economic policy in the Village.  The strengths and weaknesses of both the Village and surrounding area have been noted.  Information used for this Chapter includes the 1990 US Census and 1997 Economic Census; according to the Empire State Development New York State Data Center, the 2000 U.S Census information that pertains to this chapter will not be released until January 2001
.  In addition, summaries from the Village Charrette and information from the Comprehensive Planning Committee and Village Business Association were used to compose this chapter.  

6.2 Strengths and Weaknesses

6.2.1 Village of Pittsford

A number of initiatives were conducted to understand specific strengths that can be built upon as economic policy is created for the Village.  This included discussions with the Comprehensive Planning Committee, the charrette findings, the Comprehensive Plan Discovery Session, Community Survey and Focus Group meetings. A brief summary of strengths in the Village include:

· Vibrant and active Central Business District

· High profile of the Village because of the State routes through the Village

· Unique mix of shops, restaurants and other services along the Erie Canal

· Strong presence of retail/commercial services in the Village

· Regional reputation for successful preservation of historic character and commercial uniqueness

Opportunities for improvement in the Village include:

· Marketing of the Village on a County, Regional and State level 

· Identification of the Village as a vibrant “destination” (lack of signage, or colorful banners.) 

· Control and volume of through traffic

· Full utilization of the Canal area, for commercial and recreational opportunities, has not occurred

· Setbacks and gaps for current commercial property detract from pedestrian character of business district

· Lack of public facilities, such as public bathrooms, in the Central Business District 

· Perception of parking shortage and poor signage indicating location of existing parking

· Communication between businesses and the Village of Pittsford 

· Perception that the Village leadership makes the community a difficult place to do business

· No visual and physical linkage between the Central Business District and the commercial development along the Erie Canal  

· Existing pedestrian walkways on the bridges are too narrow and perceived to be unsafe. 

Regional Advantages and Disadvantages

An understanding of the broader perspective of the region’s economy is also important when looking at the Village economy.  The general concept of a metropolitan area is an area that has a large population nucleus along with the adjacent communities that combined has a high degree of social and economic integration with that core. Metropolitan areas comprise one or more entire counties.
  This Regional examination will provide a context of strengths and weaknesses on a macro level, with particular focus on the Greater Rochester area.  This will influence several other local economies on a micro scale, with particular focus on the Village and Town of Pittsford.  A brief summary of strengths in the Greater Rochester area includes:

· Good access to the international and national markets via the Rochester International Airport, Amtrak and Conrail and the New York State Thruway

· Proximity (within a 400 mile radius) to other major urban marketplaces such as New York City, Boston, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Cleveland, Washington D.C. Toronto, Montreal, and Ottawa.

· National reputation as a leader in advanced optics and imaging industries

· Strong presence of very highly regarded institutions of higher education

· Diverse offering of cultural and recreational opportunities

· Low cost of housing

· Highly educated workforce

Weaknesses within the Greater Rochester area include:

· Loss of industry, resulting in the decrease of a major source of employment in the region

· Population loss

· Perceived poor climate

· Tax burden

· Lack of employment opportunities for the highly educated workforce in the region

6.3 General Economic Characteristics

6.3.1 Income

A comparison of 1989 income figures and poverty status for the Village of Pittsford, Town of Pittsford and Monroe County are listed in the following table:

Table 6‑1 Household Income Characteristics – 1989

Village of Pittsford, Town of Pittsford and Monroe County


Village of Pittsford
Town of Pittsford
Monroe County

1989 Income
Income
Percent
Income
Percent
Income
Percent









Households
629

8,226

272,193










Less than $5,000
6
0.95%
52
0.6%
11,990
4.4%

$5,000 to $9,999
34
5.4%
152
1.8%
22,374
8.2%

$10,000 to $14,999
39
6.2%
198
2.4%
19,520
7.2%

$15,000 to $24,999
78
12.4%
557
6.8%
40,267
14.8%

$25,000 to $34,999
53
8.4%
587
7.1%
40,495
14.9%

$35,000 to $49,999
120
19%
1,031
12.5%
53,070
19.5%

$50,000 to $74,999
135
21.4%
1,889
22.9%
52,583
19.3%

$75,000 to $99,999
75
11.9%
1,510
18.3%
18,779
6.9%

$100,000 to $149,999
56
8.9%
1,437
17.4%
9,428
3.5%

$150,000 or more
33
5.2%
813
9.9%
3,687
1.3%









Median household income (dollars)
48,315

69,574

35,337










Source: US Bureau of the Census – 1990, peter j. smith & company, inc.

The 1989 income statistics for the Village of Pittsford, the Town of Pittsford and Monroe County illustrate that in the Village of Pittsford, 6.3% of the households earn less than $9,999 compared to 2.4% for the Town of Pittsford and 12.6% in Monroe County.  A total of 8.9% of the households in the Village earn between $100,000 to $149,999 as compared to 17.4% for the Town and 3.5% in Monroe County as a whole. The median household income for the Village of Pittsford ($48,315) is higher than the County ($35,337) but somewhat lower than the Town ($69,574).  

Poverty

The following Table illustrates the poverty status for the Village of Pittsford, Town of Pittsford, Monroe County and New York State.  A low poverty level is an indicator of good educational and employment opportunities and a higher standard of living for the residents in the Village. 

Table 6‑2 Poverty Status – 1990

Village of Pittsford, Town of Pittsford, Monroe County and New York State

Municipality
Below Poverty Level

Village of Pittsford
3.1%

Town of Pittsford
2.6%

Monroe County
10.3%

New York State
13.0%

Source: US Bureau of the Census – 1990, peter j. smith & company, inc.

The U.S. Census Bureau uses an established income threshold that varies according to family size and structure to determine who is poor.  If a family’s total income is less than their threshold, then that family and every individual of that family is considered poor.  An example of this would be a family of four that includes two related children under 18 would have a weighted average threshold of $13,254 and if that family’s total income is below this they are considered poor.

Poverty levels for 1990 show that the poverty level for the Village of Pittsford at 3.1% is well below that of Monroe County and New York State, however slightly higher than the Town.  Broken down further, the poverty level for all families in the Village with related children below 18 years of age is 2.9%, for the County 15.7% and the State at 18.8% while the poverty rate for families with related children below 5 years of age is 2.7% for the Village, 19.1% for the County and 20.5% for the State.

Employment

The following section examines occupations and industry in the Village of Pittsford, Town of Pittsford and Monroe County.  In the Village and County, the occupations are broken down as follows:

Table 6‑3 Occupation – 1990

Village of Pittsford, Town of Pittsford and Monroe County


Village of Pittsford
Town of Pittsford
Monroe County

Occupation
Number
Percent
Number
Percent
Number
Percent









Employed persons 16 years & over
841

12,865

353,883










Executive, administrative, & managerial occupations
169
20.0%
3,100
24.1%
47,259
13.3%

Professional specialty occupations
257
30.5%
3,783
29.4%
63,286
17.8%

Technicians & related support occupations
33
3.9%
448
3.5%
16,868
4.7%

Sales occupations
120
14.2%
1,938
15.1%
39,460
11.1%

Administrative support occupations, including clerical
118
14.0%
1,732
13.5%
59,481
16.8%

Private household occupations
2
0.2%
31
0.2%
867
0.2%

Protective service occupations
9
1.0%
111
0.9%
5,121
1.4%

Service occupations, except protective & household
49
5.8%
720
5.6%
37,629
10.6%

Farming, forestry, & fishing occupations
8
1.0%
65
0.5%
2,517
0.7%

Precision production, craft, & repair occupations
41
4.8%
490
3.8%
36,297
10.2%

Machine operators, assemblers, & inspectors
15
1.7%
1,885
1.4%
26,189
7.4%

Transportation & material moving occupations
12
1.4%
103
0.8%
9,484
2.67%

Handlers, equipment cleaners, helpers, & laborers
8
1.0%
159
1.2%
9,425
2.66%

Source: US Bureau of the Census – 1990, peter j. smith & company, inc.

Occupations of the residents who live in the Village and Town are very similar.  The employment sector in the Village and Town contains a large number of skilled positions as compared to the County.  Professional specialty occupations at 30.5% hold the largest segment of the employment sector for the Village of Pittsford as well as the Town at 29.4% in contrast to the County at 17.8%.   Executive, administrative, and managerial occupations are at 20.0% for the Village, 24.1% for the Town and 13.3% for the County. 

Table 6‑4 Industry – 1990

Village of Pittsford, Town of Pittsford and Monroe County


Village of Pittsford
Town of Pittsford
Monroe County

Industry
Number
Percent
Number
Percent
Number
Percent









Employed persons 16 years and over
841

12,865

353,883










Agriculture, forestry, & fisheries
1(
0.1%
85
0.7%
2,879
0.8%

Mining
0
0.0%
15
0.1%
267
0.07%

Construction
45
5.3%
401
3.1%
15,268
4.3%

Manufacturing, nondurable goods
17
2.0%
558
4.3%
17,3199
4.8%

Manufacturing, durable goods
105
12.4%
2,206
17.1%
80,731
22.8%

Transportation
23
2.7%
155
1.2%
8,820
2.4%

Communications & other public utilities
13
1.5%
207
1.6%
7,134
2.0%

Wholesale trades
49
5.8%
620
4.8%
12,958
3.6%

Retail trade
128
15.2%
1,821
14.2%
55,944
15.8%

Finance, insurance, & real estate
86
10.2%
1,024
8.0%
21,755
6.1%

Business & repair services
33
3.9%
442
3.4%
15,020
4.2%

Personal services
10
1.1%
263
2.0%
7,693
2.1%

Entertainment, & recreation services
12
1.4%
250
1.9%
4,303
1.2%

Health services
66
7.8%
1,114
8.7%
31,693
8.9%

Educational services
129
15.3%
2,240
17.4%
38,184
10.7%

Other professional & related services
104
12.3%
1,253
9.7%
25,096
7.0%

Public administration
20
2.3%
184
1.4%
8,819
2.4%

Source: US Bureau of the Census – 1990, peter j. smith & company, inc.

Educational services account for 15.3% of the total industry with retail trade following closely behind at 15.2% and other professional and related services at 12.3% for the Village.  The Town at 17.1% and the County at 22.8% have a high percentage of manufacturing of durable goods compared to the Village at 12.4%.

Table 6‑5 Unemployment Rates – 2000

Village of Pittsford, Town of Pittsford, Monroe County and New York State
Municipality
Percent Unemployed

Village of Pittsford
1.3%

Town of Pittsford
1.6%

Monroe County
3.8%

New York State
4.3%

Source:  NYS Department of Labor

The high level of education and employment opportunities found in and around the Village of Pittsford contributes to a low unemployment rate of 1.3% compared to the Town at 1.6%, Monroe County at 3.8% and New York State at 4.3%.

Labor Force Characteristics

According to the 1997 Economic Census, the Rochester Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) consisted of 376,652 professionals.  The largest percentage (28.1%) of the labor force was employed in manufacturing, yielding $26 billion in sales, receipts or shipments.  The smallest percentage (0.3%) was employed in educational services. The US Bureau of the Census does not provide this information for smaller entities; information for the Town and Village is not available.  The tables below illustrate the labor force characteristics for the Rochester MSA and Monroe County:

Table 6‑6 Employment by Industry, 1997

Rochester MSA

Industry
Number of Positions
Percent
Sales, receipts or shipments ($1,000)

Mining
N/A
N/A
N/A

Utilities
2,490
6.6%
1,263,953

Construction
N/A
N/A
N/A

Manufacturing
106,140
28.1%
25,983,570

Wholesale
19,113
5.0%
10,744,367

Retail
61,350
16.2%
9,177,501

Transportation
6,473
1.7%
488,620

Information
N/A
N/A
N/A

Finance, Insurance 
16,229
4.3%
754,297

Real Estate& rental& leasing
6,678
1.7%
1,826,226

Professional, scientific & technical
18,166
4.8%
50961

Management of companies and enterprises
N/A
N/A
N/A

Administrative& support & waste management & remediation services
26,305
6.9%
1,189,192

Educational services
1,390
0.3%
99,975

Health care & social assistance
63,350
16.8%
3,510,603

Arts, entertainment & recreation
5,339
1.4%
107,499

Accommodation & food services
33,872
9.0%
1,023,536

Other services (except public administration)
9,757
2.5%
513,275

Total
376,652
100.0%
56,733,575

Source: 1997 Economic Census

The labor force in Monroe County, per the 1997 Economic Census, consisted of 232,006 persons.  Similar to the Rochester MSA, the largest percentage (35.5%) of the County’s labor force was employed in the manufacturing sector, while the smallest percentage (0.3%) was employed in the educational services category.  The manufacturing sector in 1997 shows $22 billion in sales, receipts or shipments.  Monroe County’s labor force characteristics are noted in the table below:

Table 6‑7 Employment by Industry, 1997

Monroe County

Industry
Number of Positions
Percent
Sales, receipts or shipments ($1,000)

Mining
N/A
N/A
N/A

Utilities
N/A
N/A
N/A

Construction
N/A
N/A
N/A

Manufacturing
82,459
35.5%
21,774,715

Wholesale
15,298
6.5%
9,311,143

Retail
43,294
18.6%
6,513,211

Transportation
N/A
N/A
N/A

Information
N/A
N/A
N/A

Finance, Insurance 
N/A
N/A
N/A

Real Estate& rental& leasing
5,984
2.5%
684,312

Professional, scientific & technical
15,316
6.6%
1,643,013

Management of companies and enterprises
N/A
N/A
N/A

Administrative& support & waste management & remediation services
23,478
10.1%
1,026,782

Educational services
882
0.3%
73,559

Health care & social assistance
14,414
6.0%
951,707

Arts, entertainment & recreation
2,026
0.8%
102,760

Accommodation & food services
22,914
9.8%
219,357

Other services (except public administration)
6,001
2.5%
401,565

Total
232,006
100.0%
42,702,104

Source: 1997 Economic Census

6.4 Pittsford Village Business Climate

6.4.1 Existing Businesses in the Village of Pittsford

During the course of preparing the Comprehensive Plan, representatives from selected businesses in Pittsford were invited to participate in a focus group addressing Local Development/Industrial Development.  The purpose of the focus group was to gather basic information related to the business climate in the Village of Pittsford.  The positive and negative aspects of a Village of Pittsford location, and the future business climate in the Village were also discussed.  An overview of that focus group can be found in the Public Input chapter of this report.  According to the Village of Pittsford Directory of Local Area Establishments there are 208 businesses. The following chart provides an overview of business in the Village of Pittsford.

Table 6‑8 Inventory of Businesses

Village of Pittsford

Type of Business
Number of Businesses
Percent Total





Apparel & Accessories
19
9%

Art & Antique
6
3%

Attorney/Engineers/Accountants
18
9%

Banks, Investment
7
3%

Computers
4
2%

Floral Décor
2
1%

Food/Spirits/Lodging
16
8%

Gifts/Specialty Shops
16
8%

Health/Beauty
16
8%

Insurance
10
5%

Medical Affiliations
23
11%

Newspaper/Advertising
7
3%

Official Buildings
7
3%

Real Estate/Travel
14
7%

Schools/Churches
7
3%

Services
36
17%

Total
208
100%

Source: Village of Pittsford Directory of Local Area Establishments

This chart indicates that there is a wide variety of services in the Village of Pittsford.  Services make up the majority of businesses at approximately 17% with medical type offices/affiliations accounting for 11%.  Apparel & accessories and professional offices account for almost 10% of the businesses in the Village.

There is a perception that the zoning ordinance is too restrictive in the Village; this was both a common theme in the charrette and the focus group sessions.  Clarifying the zoning for existing and future business will improve the Village’s relationships with the business community.  Issues such as signage, setbacks and gateways could be addressed in these updates.  They could help the Village’s identity and promote Pittsford as a destination.

Additionally, a public relations program could help improve the business climate in the Village.  By organizing and coordinating advertising and public relations, the Village and its businesses could benefit.

6.4.2 Issues Associated With Business Development

Several business development issues were identified.  The Comprehensive Planning Committee has prioritized many of these items.  Many of these issues are “land use” or “land use regulation” related, but they are discussed here because they impact the character of the Village and its business climate.

The lack of signage in the Village often makes it difficult for pedestrians and motorists to find parking or specific services.  For example, there are no signs leading people to Schoen Place or Northfield Common from the Village Central Business District (CBD) and vice versa.  Informational kiosks and signage can help make the Village more navigable.  

There are few physical linkages between the Village CBD and the Canal area.  The existing walkways on the State Street and the Main Street bridges or wider walkways that cross the Canal are viewed as hazardous and new-cantilevered walkways have been suggested.  But physical linkages must be partnered with psychological linkages so that users of either business area feel as if they are part of one larger shopping area; this could help the Village find solutions to the perceived parking shortage.

Public restrooms is another issue identified in both the charrette and focus group sessions.  Because none are available,  with the exception of the Pittsford Community Library, there is the perception that businesses suffer. Public restrooms at Village Hall have been suggested as a short-term solution to this issue.  Other areas could also be considered to strengthen the business friendly environment in the Village of Pittsford. 

Major Employer Summaries

According to the Village of Pittsford Business Association, the four largest employers within the Village are the Town of Pittsford, Pittsford School District, St. Louis Church and The Messenger Post Newspapers.
  It should be noted that many of these employers, except the St. Louis Church and School, work throughout the greater community and not just the Village. The Village is unique in that it does not contain a large number of major employers.  The following table lists the largest employers in the Village of Pittsford.

Table 6‑9 Major Employers

Village of Pittsford

Employer
Location
Industry Type
Employees

Town of Pittsford
11 S. Main Street
Government
144

Pittsford School District
42 W. Jefferson Road
Education
1,100

St. Louis Church and School
11 Rand Place
Church & School
61

The Messenger Post Newspapers
1 Grove St
Newspaper
30

Source: Village Business Association and Comprehensive Planning Committee

Town of Pittsford

The Town of Pittsford is a government entity that has been in service for 200 years.  The Town of Pittsford undertakes a variety of services from parks and recreation to libraries and highway maintenance. Currently, 144 people are working for the Town of Pittsford although not all work in the Village.

The Town of Pittsford employs workers with a variety of different skills ranging from administrative to financial management.  The Town does not experience any difficulties filling skilled positions.  When vacancies do exist, they generally advertise positions by posting civil service examinations and advertising in the newspaper.

Pittsford Central School District
The Pittsford Central School District serves as the headquarters for the eight district schools.  Located at 42 West Jefferson Road in Pittsford, the district has approximately 1,100 employees who work within its eight schools, district offices, buildings and grounds, and transportation department. 

St. Louis Church and School

Located at 46-64 South Main Street, St. Louis Church and School is an important employer in Pittsford.  They perform a number of different services, including religious space for worship and educational services.  The church was founded in 1884 and the school was dedicated in 1956.  

St. Louis Church and School employs 61 people and recently completed a renovation and expansion of the facilities. Typically, St. Louis hires staff, teachers and ministers with the assistance from the Diocese of Rochester.  

The Messenger Post Newspapers

The Messenger Post Newspapers prints weekly, area specific newspapers.  Locally owned, there are additional facilities in Canandaigua, Brockport, Webster, Irondequoit, Gates, Chili and Greece.  The Pittsford location currently has approximately 30 employees.  Experiencing growth in recent years, Messenger Post Newspapers anticipate continued growth over the next five years.  A wide range of individuals are employed; this includes those with graphic skills and editing skills.  

The Messenger Post Newspapers has found their Pittsford location to be very positive..  They have no intentions of moving out of Pittsford in the near future.

Business Survey

A Business Subcommittee sent out 180 business surveys to gather specific input from Village of Pittsford Business owners and 18 surveys were returned.  The following section outlines the questions that were asked and the answers the business owners gave.

· What are the strengths of the Village?

· History

· Picturesque Canal

· Loyalty of Village merchants

· Convenience for customers close to restaurants and banks

· Diversity of shops and many are owner occupied

· Foot traffic, walking capabilities, upscale boutiques and Village events

· How can we capitalize on them?

· Increase pedestrian access

· More and focused Village events

· Promotion of Village and Canal as an integrated entity 

· Use Buffalo Bills pre-season camp to draw visitors

· Improve towpath access from Monroe Avenue Bridge

· Integrate with pedestrian walks on both sides of the canal – link to pedestrian bridge, ramp and parking

· Towpath lights needed

· What are the weaknesses?

· Parking

· Excessive vehicular speed and crowding

· Difficulty crossing streets

· Lack of pedestrian access to all shops and parking gives the appearance of three isolated shopping areas

· Time consuming, inflexible autocratic zoning and planning groups each doing its own thing tends to stifle and frustrate

· Innovation acting as a deterrent to business and limiting the potential for improving the environment

· Lack of organized promotion

· Confusion about Town/Village issues

· Rigidity creates empty stores

· What can be done to address weaknesses?

· Ramp Garage

· Create pedestrian walkways

· Consistent, more flexible and user friendly zoning and regulatory process

· Improve and maintain communication with business community

· Organize promotional events

· Increase nighttime activities

· Find a happy medium between tradition and innovation

· What are opportunities for the future?

· Encourage a stronger business association

· Utilize the Canal

· Hassle free parking and pedestrian flow

· International Canal Conference

· Village wide input to problem solving.

· Establish tax incentives

· All need to work together and communicate

6.5 Comprehensive Planning Committee Recommendations

For the Village and Town of Pittsford to prosper and grow as a community, also taking into account the broader perspective of the Rochester MSA and Monroe County, there are several issues that need to be addressed. Suggested approaches for the economic well being of the Village of Pittsford were made in the Village Charrette.   An overview of charrette and Planning Committee recommendation findings as applicable to the economy and growth of the Village of Pittsford are itemized in the chart below:

Table 6‑10 Comprehensive Planning Committee Summary - Economy

Village of Pittsford 

Issue
Recommendation


Chapter

Reference



There is a lack of signage in the Village of Pittsford that indicates parking spaces, pedestrian paths and informational kiosks
Develop a coordinated signage program in the Village of Pittsford 
6.4.2

The existing walkways on the bridges that cross over the Erie Canal are hazardous
Construct new cantilevered walkways on the Main Street, State Street and Monroe Avenue bridges over the Erie Canal
6.4.2

There is a perceived lack of consistency regarding signage/outdoor displays in the Village of Pittsford
Existing ordinances should be reviewed and recommendations should be made to the VPB, ZBA & APRB 
6.4.1

The Village of Pittsford lacks an “identity” through the use of visual displays
Banners, with various themes should be placed in highly visible locations to fully promote the Village of Pittsford as an exciting destination
6.4.1

Existing zoning is restrictive
Existing zoning should be reviewed to clarify barriers that exist for new development and zoning could be changed accordingly
6.4.1

There are no strategies in place to organize/coordinate public relations in the Village of Pittsford
A public relations office should be funded and staffed to effectively market the Village of Pittsford
6.4.1

There are variations with existing setbacks
Any expansions/renovations are required to adhere to those established by the Village of Pittsford 
6.4.1

There are no public restrooms in the Village
Public restrooms should be in the Village of Pittsford that are identified with highly visible signage to indicate the location
6.4.2

Source:  Village Charrette Summary and Recommendations – Comprehensive Planning Committee

6.6 Public Survey Results Summary

The economy and growth/development were addressed in the survey completed for the Village of Pittsford.  The overall trend in the survey results indicate residents want minimal to slow growth in the areas of economic change and population growth.  The findings of this survey are fully discussed in the Public Input Chapter (9.0) of this report.

· Survey respondents overwhelmingly indicated their disapproval of more residential growth (32.7% disagreed and 23.0% strongly disagreed), commercial growth (32.7% disagreed and 33.6% strongly disagreed) and technical/light industrial growth (28.3% disagreed and 37.1% strongly disagreed).

· Respondents were split on whether they would be willing to pay additional fees and taxes to ensure the character of the Village of Pittsford is preserved, 28.3% agree to pay additional fees while 29.2% disagree. 

· Respondents had mixed feelings on the idea of additional business/tax incentives to attract new business to the Village.  Thirty two percent strongly disagree and twenty three percent agreed with this initiative.

· Respondents overwhelmingly indicated a preference for minimal (43.3%) to slow growth (33.7%) in the Village of Pittsford.  

7.0 Analysis of the Land

7.1 Land Use

Current land use decisions will determine the Village’s future character and quality of life.  Evaluation of land use patterns is essential for planning the future.  The following section examines the existing land use, land use regulations and future land use projections for the Village of Pittsford.

7.1.1 Existing Land Use Patterns

The following table describes the land use by acres and percent in the Village of Pittsford followed by a description of each of the land uses.

Table 7‑1 2000 Land Use

Village of Pittsford

Land Use
Acres
Percentage





Agricultural
46.2
12.5%

Residential
202.0
54.6%

Vacant
20.6
5.6%

Commercial
41.6
11.3%

Recreation/Entertainment
4.3
1.2%

Community Service
43.8
11.9%

Industrial
0.0
0.0%

Public Service
11.3
3.1%

Wild/Forest

0.0%
0.0%

Source:  Village of Pittsford & peter j. smith & company, inc.

Agricultural

The Village of Pittsford has agricultural land that comprises 46.2 acres of its land area.  The agricultural land is located in the northeastern section of the Village and occupies approximately 12.5% of the total acreage.  This area, known as the Pittsford Farms, is the only area within the Village that is being used for agricultural purposes, and has a significant impact on the Village’s character.  The Town of Pittsford has purchased the development rights to this 200-acre working farm and six other farms throughout the Town to protect its open space from further mass development.

Residential

In the Village of Pittsford, a large portion of the land is designated as residential.  A total of 54.6% of the total land area is being used for residential purposes; most of these areas consist of one and two family homes with several multifamily units interspersed in residential neighborhoods.  Houses located around the Central Business District (CBD) and Erie Canal are typically older homes constructed in the early 19th and 20th centuries.  These older homes contribute to the historic character of the Village and are a significant asset.  Larger homes are scattered throughout the Village.  Although most rental properties are well maintained a few are neglected and detract from the appearance and quality of the surrounding area.

Vacant

Vacant land accounts for 5.6% of the designate land uses in the Village of Pittsford.  Most of this vacant land is located in the northwest corner next to the Department of Public Works site. Additionally, there are a few smaller parcels dispersed throughout the Village on Elm Street and between Rand Place and Eastview Terrace.  

Commercial

Commercial structures are concentrated in the three areas of the Village: the Central Business District (CBD) centered around the intersection of Monroe Avenue, Main Street and State Street and along the Canal on Schoen Place and Northfield Common.  Commercial uses account for 11.3% of the current land uses in the Village.

Many of the buildings located along Schoen Place originally housed agricultural processing and wholesaling businesses.  Suburbanization changes in agriculture and transportation since 1950 led to the redevelopment of Schoen Place for clothing stores, coffee houses and other business services.

There are also commercial uses located along the northern section of State Route 96 (North Main Street).  These consist of a hotel, restaurants and gas station on the west and a dairy farm on the east.  The former Pickle Factory is located in the northern corner of the Village on Grove Street and has been renovated as office spaces.  

Within the business community, there is a perception that the current zoning regulations and their interpretation impede new business development.  

Recreation/Entertainment

Recreation and entertainment land uses in the Village of Pittsford comprise approximately 1.2% of the Village’s land uses. The Port of Pittsford Park, the Canal, little league fields, St. Louis playground, Spiegel Community Center fields, Sutherland High School fields, Department of Public Works property and the Auburn Trail are all classified as recreation and entertainment uses in the Village.

Community Service

Community services include those public and semi-public uses within a municipality that provide essential services to its residents.  The Pittsford Sutherland High School, Department of Public Works and the Spiegel Community Center account for a large portion of the land used for community service.  The Town Hall and Village Hall both located on Main Street, the library on State Street, the Pittsford Fire Department Station One on Monroe Avenue and several churches make up the total 11.9% of community service land use.

Industrial

There currently are no industrial uses designated in the Village of Pittsford.  A portion of the Monoco Oil complex was located in the northwest corner of the Village on Monroe Avenue, however this company closed last year and currently this land is now vacant and is an important development opportunity for the Village and Town (Reference 3.1.1).

Public Service

Approximately 3.1% of the current land uses in the Village are designated as public services.  These include uses such as utilities, railroads and other services that lend to the quality of life in a community.  The railroad right of way that runs east-west in the northern portion of Pittsford and a small portion of the utility right of way in the southwest corner of the Village are the only public service land uses.

Wild/Forest
There are no wild/forest land uses designated within the Village of Pittsford. Lomb Woods is not specifically classified as an assessment area as the property is located on school grounds, and is included in the “Community Service” category.

Figure 7‑1 Existing Land Use

Village of Pittsford

7.1.2 Land Use Regulations

There is a perception in the Village of Pittsford that the zoning ordinances are cumbersome and sometimes not enforced.  This impacts the quality of services and facilities for homeowners, businesses and other property owners in Pittsford.   Using the zoning ordinances, and perhaps more stringent property maintenance codes, these issues and other related land use issues could be addressed. 

As might be expected, the majority of the Village is zoned for residential (R-1, R-2, R-3, R-4) uses.  R-1 is largely concentrated in the southwestern and northeastern corners while R-2 is positioned in the southeastern corner and northern portion of the Village.  R-3 is located around Boughton Avenue and R-4 is positioned at North Main Street and the Erie Canal. The residential zoning districts in Pittsford are designed to protect the single-family residences and residential character of the Village. To that end, the Multiple Residence Districts (MR) applies only upon application for a specific proposal. The Business Districts (B-1, B-2, B-3) are primarily clustered around the Erie Canal that runs through the Village with the Canal Waterfront Business District (B-4) located at Schoen Place and the Special Historic Business District (B-1A) concentrated at the intersection of Monroe Avenue (State Rte. 31) and Main Street (State Rte. 96).  The Light Industrial (M-1) and Special Mixed Use Districts (M-2) are located in the northeastern corner of the Village. 

Residential Districts

The principal uses outlined in the Zoning Ordinance for Residential Districts are one-family detached dwellings and buildings or premises used for noncommercial horticultural or gardening purposes.  R-4 also includes offices for administrative, professional or executive uses.

All of the Residential Districts contain special exception uses; these include educational or religious buildings, public or parochial schools, libraries and philanthropic institutions, essential services buildings and structures for public services excluding storage yards, warehouses or garages.  In addition to the aforementioned special exception uses, R-2, R-3 and R-4 include administrative municipal buildings, hospitals and conversion of existing single units into two units.

Multiple Residence Districts apply only upon application for a specific proposal in compliance with the normal rezoning procedures.  Uses permitted include apartment houses, multiple dwellings, dwelling groups, condominiums and cooperatives along with accessory uses for exclusive use of the residents of the development.  Once site plan approval has been granted, customary home occupations, single-family dwellings and open recreation uses such as parks, playgrounds, swimming and tennis clubs for the exclusive use of the development, are uses that would be allowed.

Business Districts

Within the Business District some of the primary uses for B-1 are defined as one-family detached dwellings, buildings or premises used for noncommercial horticulture or gardening purposes, antique stores, appliance stores, bakeries, banks, drugstores, department stores, dry cleaning and laundry-collection stations, gasoline filling stations, hardware stores, supermarkets and accessory uses.  Uses permitted in the B-2 District are those described in B-1 as well as dry-cleaning plants, newspaper publishing plants, animal hospitals and public eating and drinking establishments. Use regulations for B-3 Districts contain buildings to be used for business and professional offices, research offices and laboratories, transformer stations and similar uses approved by the Planning Board.

Some of the uses prohibited under B-1 regulations are dry-cleaning plants, bowling alleys, public eating and drinking establishments, open stands or markets, public garages, drive-in and carry-out food and beverage businesses, amusement centers and junkyards.  Prohibited uses for the B-2 District consist of drive-in and carry-out food and beverage businesses, bottling plants, used car lots, junkyards and businesses deemed objectionable by way of odor, dust, smoke and noise.  For businesses located in the B-3 District prohibited uses are those that produce odor, dust, smoke or noise, outside storage of material and laboratories employed in the area of explosives.

Canal Waterfront Business District

The B-4 District is intended to recognize the distinctive historic character of the Schoen Place/Canal Waterfront District. The objective of this District is to:

· Preserve and employ adaptive reuse of the District’s historic structures

· Preserve the canal waterfront and adjacent natural areas for recreational use

The uses permitted in the B-4 District are one family detached dwellings and multiple dwellings or apartments, animal hospitals, agriculture or agriculture related uses, antique stores, appliance stores, auto accessories, radio and television, artists’ studios, art stores, restaurants, banks, beauty shops drugstores, supermarkets, flour mills, farm markets and fitness facilities.

Certain uses are not permitted in the B-4 District, in addition, uses that produce odor, dust, smoke or noise, gasoline filling stations and dispensing filling stations are not allowed.

Historic Business District

The purpose of establishing the Historic Business District is to retain and enhance the historic retail business center located at the four corners of South Main Street/State Street and Monroe Avenue.  Goals of the District include:

· Maintain and enhance the designated area as a place for retail business and services  

· Foster civic pride and afford economic advantages by preserving and utilizing the existing historic buildings  

· Work with businesses, civic groups and involved organizations to address the potential problems of the district such as parking and traffic

The uses of the Historic Business District (B-1A) are all those allowed in B-1 excluding gasoline filling stations.  Prohibited uses are all those allowed in B-1 and its accessory uses.  Single-family dwelling units, offices, businesses and public uses are limited to full story floors above the ground floor.

Light Industrial District

Uses permitted in the M-1 District are all those allowed to B-2 excluding public eating and drinking establishments and those included in B-3 along with cold storage locker plants, builders’ supply, flour and grain mills, assembly of surgical supplies and manufacture of toys, household utensils, jewelry, office supplies or machines and accessory uses.

Certain uses are not permitted in the M-1District such as carpet cleaning, bowling alleys and pool halls, open stands, servicing of motor vehicles, open storage of motor fuel or oil, junkyards and used car lots.

Mixed Use District

The M-2 District is intended to acknowledge the historic value of the Erie Canal by enhancing the scenic beauty of lands bordering the Erie Canal and to minimize the effects of increasing traffic in the Village.

The described uses for the M-2 District are businesses and professional offices (except for dental or medical), trade, professional or other schools conducted solely within a building, the manufacture of products inside a fully enclosed structure, educational, scientific and industrial research and residential multifamily housing in accordance with the Multiple Residential District.  

Specific accessory uses that may be allowed include personal services (i.e. barbershop, beauty shop, shoe repair, dry cleaning pickup, tailoring and film pickup), drugstore, newsstand, card shop, walk in bank, standard restaurant and child-care centers.

Activities carried out in the M-2 District may not cause a nuisance in terms of odor, dust, smoke and noise, all activities must be carried out in an enclosed structure and basements are to be used solely for storage and employee lounges.  

Recommendations from the Comprehensive Planning Committee suggest that the Mixed Use District includes vacant land that could be rezoned Residential to create a new residential community.  The northwest portion of the Village could be used for residential development provided the scale and character of the housing fits in with the existing characteristics of the Village of Pittsford.  In addition, the charrette and Committee suggest that the existing zoning should be updated to create a more streamlined process and make the process easier for board members and the public to use.

Figure 7‑2 Current Zoning Districts
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7.2  Future Land Use Projections

The future appearance of the Village of Pittsford will be shaped by how the land is used.  The following section compares current conditions with standard land use standards recommended in planning literature.
Residential

Village residents are interested in maintaining the existing balance of rental and owner-occupied housing; the Comprehensive Planning Committee has listed this as a priority item based on the charrette held in the Village.

To determine the number of housing units required in the Village of Pittsford, the population in 2000 (1,418) and the population projection for the year 2025 (1,408) were used.   This population was divided by the projected mean (average) household size; the mean household size for the Village in 1990 was 2.37 people and is assumed to remain at this approximate level during the next 25 years.  The number of new housing units required to meet the projected increase in population is determined by the following formula:

Projected Population

---------------------------

=
Projected Number of Housing Units Needed

Mean Household Size

Based on the above formula, the Village could require 608 units by the year 2005 and 594 by the year 2025.  In 1990, there were 648 housing units in the Village.  This number should adequately meet the housing needs of the projected population of 1,408 in the year 2025. 

Rental

Renters only account for 27.3% of the housing units in the Village of Pittsford as compared to 34.9% in Monroe County.  Most of the rental units in the Village are two family homes and there are not any larger rental complexes of 10 units or more limiting the rental choices for Village residents.  As land for new construction is limited, rental complexes provide a higher density of units in a smaller space. Future land use may need to look at areas for these uses.

Senior Housing

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development offers no standard for the number of senior units that should be available in a community, but they recommend that approximately 10% of seniors should have access to subsidized housing.

The population over the age of 65 in Pittsford is approximately 230. If subsidized housing were available to 10% of all seniors, 23 should have access to special housing. Assuming a household size of seniors of approximately 1.1, communities similar to the Village would have approximately 20 senior units available.  

Commercial 

The amount of commercial land that should be available in each community varies considerably. Changes in land use patterns over the past decade have a great impact on the percentage of land that is designated for commercial use. Retail malls and plazas include extensive parking to meet the needs of its customers. The acreage required for commercial uses seems inflated because of the large amount of space needed for commercial parking areas.

In 1992, the Planning Advisory Service (PAS) adopted updated land use ratio information for communities. According to this information, approximately “10% of lands in a community could be designated for commercial uses.” This percentage has increased from 2% in 1955 to 7% in 1983 to 10% in 1992 due to changes in commercial land use development.

In the Village of Pittsford, there are approximately 41.6 acres of land devoted to commercial use.  This accounts for 11.3 % of the Village’s total land area.  This percentage is above the 10% standard ratio found in planning literature. Although commercial uses are above the standard, residents have stated that there is a lack of services in the Village such as a drugstore and grocery store that facilitates the need to travel to neighboring communities.  Future land use may need to take into consideration the need to accommodate these services that are currently lacking to allow Village residents easy access to these needed services.  

Industrial

The Planning Advisory Service and American Planning Association provided information on industrial land uses. The guidelines are based on communities nationwide to create a balance of industrial land uses. The standard industrial guidelines recommend that 12 acres of land per 1,000 residents should be set aside as a reserve for industrial development. In addition, 12 acres per 1000 residents should also be set aside for future reserve. However this standard may not be appropriate for the Village of Pittsford as land is limited.

Using this standard as a guideline, the Village with a population projected for 2025 of 1,408, should have approximately 17 acres in current reserve and 17 acres for its future reserve targeted for industrial development. The southern portion of the Village is predominantly residential therefore industrial development is not likely in these areas.  The northwestern section of the Village may be able to incorporate some industrial uses along with the current commercial uses.  However, the Village is part of the larger metro system and industrial land use is available in the Town of Pittsford and throughout Monroe County.  There may not be the need for the suggested industrial land use in the Village as recommended by the standards.

Recreation/Entertainment

According to standard recreational guidelines, the following are recommended for parks and recreational facilities in a community:

Table 7‑2 Standard Park Recommendations

Village of Pittsford

Park Type
Recommended Acreage (per 1000 residents)
Recommended Village Acreage

Playground
1.5
2.0

Neighborhood Park
2.0
2.8

Playfield
1.5
2.0

Community Park 
3.5
4.9

Total
8.5
11.7

Source: National Parks and Recreation Association

According to the NPRA standards, approximately 12 acres of parkland should be available to Village residents.  The Port of Pittsford Park at 2 acres, Copper Beech Park on State Street, the St. Louis playground, Bob Ford Little League Fields, the Department of Public Works site and the Paul Spiegel Community Center at 4.2 acres meet a portion of the Village’s community park needs and the school fields would meet the playfield needs.  There does, however, appear to be a slight deficiency in playground and neighborhood parks in the Village.

Future Design Issues

There were numerous design issues identified during the charrette and included in the Comprehensive Planning Committee’s list of priority items.  Signage was an important issue identified by the Village; this includes both informational and business signs within Pittsford.  A coordinated signage system would help the Village be more conducive to future businesses and help promote a pedestrian friendly environment.  By illustrating to motorists that pedestrians are a priority in the Village, through signage, unique pavers at key intersections and crosswalks and other “streetscape improvements”, the character of the Village will be enhanced.

There is also a concern that setbacks in the Village are not consistent; this creates “holes” in the streetscape and impacts the character of the CBD and other neighborhoods.  This includes streetscape design that allows infill development, ensures buildings are compatible with adjacent structures, mandates that building entrances face public streets, provide sidewalks and ensures proper massing and densities to blend with the existing character.  By updating the zoning ordinance to address strict adherence to setbacks, the Village can protect its character and streetscape.

Finally, parking is an issue in the Village of Pittsford.  Because there is no program in place to encourage parking “turnover”, people often park for long periods of time.  Reviewing the parking requirements and following the schematic created for the Village will allow Pittsford to address future parking needs.

7.3 Environment

Although the Village is largely developed, its remaining natural features increase real estate values, provide natural habitat and enhance residents’ quality of life.  Sprawling growth over the last fifty years in the areas around the Village has generated large volumes of traffic through Pittsford, creating noise, pollution, and the erosion of the Village’s pedestrian ambience.  The adverse effects of traffic and sprawl threaten the safety of pedestrians, residents’ quality of life, and the viability of businesses.  Careful documentation of the existing environmental resources is necessary to ensure their protection.

This chapter documents the following components of the natural environment in Pittsford:  geology, soils, topography, hydrology, woodlots, air-quality, noise and hazardous waste sites.  While noise is not a biological attribute, it does directly affect the natural environment.  All of the outlined features are important to the planning process because they determine the type, scale and intensity of development that is most appropriate for the land. 

7.3.1 Geology

420 million years ago, western New York State was a tropical sea with great reefs (bioherms) and expansive tracts of coral and sponge banks (biostromes) distributed across western New York State.  The rocks that describe this phase of prehistoric time can be seen along area expressways near the “Can of Worms”, the I-490 rockcuts on the west side of Rochester and in area rock quarries.  These rocks are part of the Lockport Group of dolostones of various textures and grain sizes: a lithostratigraphic unit about 150-200 feet in thickness. The Lockport Group underlies almost all of the Town of Pittsford.  These rocks are exceedingly resistant and part of this rock unit is responsible for the resistant caprock that forms Niagara Falls.


Above the Lockport Group of dolomitic rocks, i.e. reef and shelf carbonate deposits, occurs the varicolored shales and fine-grained dolostones of the Vernon Formation.  In the Syracuse region, the Vernon Formation is about 600 feet thick, but the unit thins westward toward Pittsford. The formation consists primarily of redbeds with intercalated thin units of black and green shales and dolomitic mudstones


A great complex of deltas spread outward from what is now Pennsylvania during the Late Silurian time.  Concomitantly, the reefs and the bulk of marine organisms were retreating westward toward the midcontinent.

Eurypterids (you-rip-ter-ids), fossils, which are locally abundant, were swimming by the millions in transitional environments--probably not the open sea--perhaps in shallow lagoons behind the receding reefs and in bays and even in the rivers emptying into bays and lagoons.  The sediments in these lagoons and bays were muddy and later were transformed into shales, i.e. rocks formed from various kinds of very fine sediments, mostly clays.  Some layers of thin waterlime that occur inter- bedded among the shales were formed by stromatolitic activity in very shallow water of high salinity.

Many animals, including the eurypterids, were compressed by the enormous weight of incoming sediments into the fossils found in the rocks underlying Pittsford today. The entombed animals are now black because all that remains is the carbonized (black) residue of their shells (exoskeletons).  The rock is also black because of the abundant fine carbonized (decomposed) organic material distributed throughout the matrix (i.e. the rock surrounding the fossil).The bedrock exposed in the Village of Pittsford dates from the Silurian and early Devonian Periods.  Consisting of shales and limestone, the rock was deposited as sediment in a shallow sea, which covered western New York for millions of years.  Bedrock is visible seasonally along the north bank of the canal between Main Street and the West Shore Bridge after the canal is drained in November.  Pittsford shale is known for the fine eurypterid fossils it contains.

The present terrain of the Village is the result of glacial deposition, which occurred 10-25 thousand years ago.  The area’s rolling terrain is composed of  a random mix of clays, sand and gravel.  The area of the Village north of the canal contains sandy soils and hummocky small hills (delta formations), which were deposited in Lake Dawson, a prehistoric lake formed when water backed up behind the retreating glacier.  These features are particularly visible north of Schoen Place on the open lands of the Powers Farm. 
 
Soils

Soils are naturally occurring bodies at the surface of the earth that are the products of the earth’s weather conditions and added processes that act on the unconsolidated organic and mineral materials.  The properties of any soils are dependent upon a combination of factors including:

· The physical and chemical composition of the parent material;

· Climate and Topography;

· Animal and plant life; and

· Time

Information regarding the soils of Monroe County was obtained from the United States Department of Agriculture Soil Conservation Service and was published in the 1973 Soil Survey of Monroe County, New York.  According to the Soil Survey, Pittsford is comprised of thirteen soil types:

· Ontario Loam 

· Hilton Loam 

· Edwards Muck

· Urban Land 

· Galen Very Fine Sandy Loam

· Arkport Dunkirk Very Fine Sandy Loam

· Niagara Silt Loam

· Galen Very Fine Sandy Loam

· Minoa Very Fine Sandy Loam

· Colonie Loamy Fine Sand

· Dunkirk Silt Loam

· Scholoarie Silt Loam

· Alluvial Land

Topography

Topography is the shape of land surfaces, indicated by measuring relative heights and positions of the land’s natural and man made features.  Topography influences the land use by affecting its wetness, accessibility and erosion.  In general, lands with a slope of 15% or greater are deemed steep and considered to be unsuitable for most uses.  Steep slopes often create constraints to development, as long-term structural integrity normally requires costly design and engineering work.

In general, the land in the Village of Pittsford is level with slopes ranging between 2.5% (the Erie Canal) and 12.5% (along the southeast border of the Village of Pittsford.)  

7.3.2 Hydrology

7.3.2.1 Watersheds

Watersheds are areas of land that catch precipitation, such as rain and snow, which then seeps or drains into groundwater, wetlands, streams, lakes or rivers.  The land in the Village of Pittsford runs into two watershed areas - the Erie Canal and Rand Creek.

The Erie Canal is part of the Irondequoit Valley Watershed.  Water drains into this water body because of artificial modifications to the watershed that occurred during the construction of the Canal from 1911-1912. Water that flows into Rand Creek drains to the east into the Oswego River to Lake Ontario.  

7.3.2.2 Streams

There is one creek and one intermittent creek located in the Village of Pittsford. Located in the southeastern portion of the Village, Rand Creek is approximately 1,830 feet long and a tributary of Irondequoit Creek.  This is a Class C stream according to the DEC. The stream classification indicates that the water in Rand Creek is best suited for fishing.  While the water may support recreational uses, fish propagation limits those uses. 

The Village of Pittsford also has an intermittent creek, Holly Creek situated in the northeast corner of the Village.  This creek runs from the middle of Erie Canal north through Schoen Place to Farm Pond, which is located in the Agricultural District in the northeast area of the Village of Pittsford.   

7.3.2.3 Wetlands

Both the Federal government and the State designate wetland areas.   Federal wetlands can be areas of any size that are characterized by wetness; State designated wetlands are those areas measuring 12.4 acres or more in size or smaller wetlands of unusual local importance.  

Federal Wetlands

The federal government, through the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, regulates wetlands regardless of size in accordance with the Clean Waters Act.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service have prepared mapping of these wetlands.   These areas are designated as wetlands based upon the presence of three features:  hydric soils, wetland vegetation and specific hydrologic conditions.  

One federal wetland has been designated in the Village of Pittsford: the Erie Barge Canal, which starts at the northwest portion of the Village at Monroe Avenue/State Street and runs to the southeast portion of the Village.

State Wetlands

There are no State designated wetlands located in the Village of Pittsford.

7.3.2.4 Floodplains

There has been no designation in the Village of Pittsford, or any parcel of land therein, as a flood plain.
  
7.3.3 Woodlots / Woodlands

There are several significant wooded areas in the Village of Pittsford.  A woodlot (less than 25 acres) is located on the Pittsford Sutherland High School Campus  commonly referred to as Lomb Woods.   Lombs Woods, an old growth woodlot consists of 200-year old hardwood trees, some thirty inches in diameter.  Woodlands are located on the Powers Farm along the Erie Canal and on the Department of Public Works Property.   

Located predominantly within the Town of Pittsford, the Lomb Woods, an area of approximately 8 acres, straddles the Town-Village line and is located on the property of 55 Sutherland Street belonging to the school district.  The Lomb Woods are an important aesthetic and natural resource for this urban village, providing an assortment of species predominately including northern red oak and white oak trees, many which appear to be 200 or more years old.   Minor inclusions are sugar maple, American beech, black cherry, American Basswood, bitternut hickory, tulip poplar, black birch and white ash.
This woodlot also provides a significant wildlife habitat and its proximity offers unique educational opportunities for Sutherland High School science students. Pittsford Central School District recently placed a low ropes course in a portion of the woods.

While not identified as woodlots on the Environmental Considerations Plan, there are other significant woodlands in the Village of Pittsford.  The Powers Farm includes a hedgerow along the property line that defines the parcel. The land occupied by the Department of Public Works includes a Spruce plantation, a succession old field and a composite of succession shrub land and succession northern hardwoods. 
   

7.3.4 Air Quality 

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation monitors air quality throughout the State using its Ambient Air Monitoring System.  Data summaries of air pollutants have been established and are included in the reporting system for sulfur dioxide, carbon monoxide, nitrogen dioxide, ozone, total suspended particulates, inhalable particulates and lead.  

The State maintains two air-monitoring stations in Monroe County; neither site is located in Pittsford.  The monitoring stations are located at the inner loop on North Street and Wyand Crescent on Farmington Road in the City of Rochester.  The stations monitor total suspended particulates, every six days for 61 samples per year.  According to the 1998 annual report total suspended particulates levels at the North Street station fell between 20 and 30 micrograms per cubic meter and the Wyand Crescent station also fell between 20 and 30 micrograms per cubic meter.  These figures were well below the New York State Ambient Air Quality Standard (AAQS) of 75 micrograms per cubic meter.

Noise

Noise has been documented as adversely affecting residents’ quality of life by causing sleep disturbance, communication interference and general annoyance.  Noise levels also have an effect on property values.   In the Village of Pittsford, the quality of life and the value of property have been impacted by noise derived from traffic and as a result the ambiance of the community has suffered. Traffic has become a major issue at the four corners of the Village of Pittsford where Monroe Avenue and State Street meet at the intersection of South Main and North Main Street.  Traffic congestion is also a concern on Schoen Place and at Jefferson Road and Main Street.

7.3.5 Hazardous Waste

Superfund

Superfund is a program administered by the Environmental Protection Agency to locate, investigate and clean up the worst hazardous waste sites throughout the United States.  Before Superfund, Americans were less aware of how dumping chemical waste might affect public health and the environment.  Hazardous wastes were often left in the open where they seeped into the ground, flowed into rivers and lakes and contaminated soil and groundwater.  Where these practices were intensive or continuous, there were uncontrolled or abandoned hazardous waste sites.  According to the Comprehensive Environmental Response and Liability Information System (CERCLIS), there are no superfund locations in the Village of Pittsford.
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RCRA

The Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) requires that generators, transporters, treaters, storers, and disposers of hazardous waste (as defined by the federally recognized hazardous waste codes) provide information concerning their activities to State environmental agencies. These agencies then provide the information to Regional and national U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) offices. Hazardous waste data is contained in the Resource Conservation and Recovery Information System (RCRIS).  There are four RCRIS sites that are located in Pittsford.
  

Table 7‑3 - RCRIS Sites

Village of Pittsford

Facility Name
Facility Location

Muhlbaur Labs 
61-B Monroe Avenue, Pittsford

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
28 Lincoln Avenue, Pittsford

Pittsford Central School District
Sutherland Street, Pittsford

Monoco Oil Company Site
Monroe Avenue at the Erie Canal, Pittsford

Source: United States Environmental Protection Agency

Brownfields

Brownfields are properties where contamination or the perception of contamination limits the development potential of the site.   Neither Monroe County nor the New York State DEC maintains a catalogue of brownfield sites.  According to the NYS DEC Region 9 Office, there are no documented brownfield sites in the Pittsford area.

7.3.6 Quality of Life

In the Village of Pittsford, there are several issues that were identified in the charrette that impact the quality of life and environment.  The charrette and Comprehensive Planning Committee found that much of the area in the Village is devoted to pavement.  The Village could mitigate some of these issues by improving the greenspace.  In addition, streetscape improvements (trees, benches), would improve the character of the Village.

The open space system in the Village is also important to the overall quality of life for residents.  Not only does the open space system protect environmentally sensitive areas, but the open space system can also include interpretive or educational facilities, recreation facilities and parks.  The land at the Department of Public Works could be used as a Village Park to anchor the open space system.

7.4 Comprehensive Planning Committee Recommendations

At the charrette hosted by the Pittsford Comprehensive Planning Committee, several recommendations regarding land use were suggested for the Village.  The following are recommendations from the Comprehensive Planning Committee based on comments received from the charrette.  The recommendations pertain to land use and have been referenced in this chapter.

Table 7‑4 Comprehensive Planning Committee Summary – Land Use

Village of Pittsford

Issue
Recommendation
Chapter Reference

Village Codes
Communicate and enforce Village codes for all  services and facilities to homeowners, businesses, absentee landlords
7.1.2

Without informational signage, visitors to Pittsford cannot find parking areas quickly and easily causing traffic slowdowns.
Develop a coordinated signage program throughout the Village
7.1.4

The Village DPW is currently using a potential site for a new park 
Relocate the DPW to free up land to be used for a new park
7.2.9

The vacant private land parcels in the Northwest corner of the Village are zoned “Special Mixed Use” but are underutilized
Change zoning from “Special Mixed Use” to Residential.  Advertise for developers to submit proposals
7.1.2

Due to a lack of zoning enforcement, some residential properties are allowed to be neglected by absentee landlords.
Continue to enforce all zoning requirements for all residences
7.1.3

Planning committees are not knowledgeable of existing zoning for Village as to restrictions/”grand fathering”.
Review existing zoning to see if barriers for new development exist and enforcement or change existing zoning to accommodate new businesses
7.1.1

Too much area in the Village is devoted to paving
The Village will devote a significant amount of space to landscaping to reduce the concrete appearance of the Village
7.2.9

Parking requirements discourage entry.  No parking fees create disincentive to turn over spaces.
Review parking ordinances relative to businesses requirements to ensure that regulations are reasonable and effective.  Install meters in strategic spots
7.1.4

There is a lack of Street Furniture that makes the Village appear less attractive
Curbing and sidewalks will be improved, trees will be planted and benches along the streetscape
7.2.1

 Source:  Village Charrette Summary and Recommendations – Comprehensive Planning Committee

7.5 Public Survey Results Summary

The community survey that was mailed to randomly selected Village residents contained a section that allowed respondents to state their opinions on land use in the Village.  The following section summarizes the responses as they pertain to land use with further evaluation in the Public Input Chapter of the Comprehensive Plan.

· The largest percentage of respondents at 35.3% disagreed that more mixed-use development should be encouraged in the Village with only 3.5% strongly agreeing

· 30.9% agree and 28.3 % strongly agree that land use regulations should be better enforced to protect the Village’s historic character

· Over 76% of the respondents agreed and strongly agreed that the Village’s open space and natural resources should be better protected  

· 44% of respondents stated that they do not wish to pay additional fees and taxes to ensure the character of the Village is maintained however, 28.3% agreed and 9.7 % strongly agreed with paying additional fees and taxes for this purpose

· In general respondents disagreed with additional development in the Village; of the respondents, 55.7% disagreed or strongly disagreed that additional residential growth is desirable for the Village, 65.4% disagreed or strongly disagreed that additional commercial growth is desirable and 65.4% disagreed or strongly disagreed that additional technical/light industrial development is needed to improve economic conditions in the Village

· With 11.5% disagreeing and 32.7% strongly disagreeing, respondents do not feel that additional business/tax incentives are required to attract new businesses to the Village

· A majority of respondents at 43.3% would like minimal growth over the next 10 years with 33.7% wishing to see slow growth, 14.1% wishing for moderate growth and only 0.8% wishing for rapid growth

· Survey respondents overwhelmingly indicated that the Village could improve its image by increasing the number of street trees, benches and other “street furniture” and improving curbing, sidewalks and other “streetscape” aspects as 38% agreed and 23.8% strongly agreed with that initiative

· Survey respondents overwhelmingly indicated that their community’s open space and natural resources (such as the Canal area) should be better promoted as 38% and 38.9% strongly agreed and agreed with that concept

8.0 Infrastructure

8.1 Parking Analysis

Interpreting and understanding the parking demand for any designated area requires a thorough understanding of existing parking standards and how they should be applied and altered based on a number of issues, including a community’s size, age, dependency on automobile traffic and desire to promote alternative forms of transportation.  Reliable information regarding building use and square footage is also essential in completing a parking analysis.

This parking analysis examines the Village of Pittsford’s parking inventory and analyzes the parking needs through a study of the systems and services that create those needs.  The analysis considers the current conditions and the adequacy of parking in the Village of Pittsford CBD to determine potential future needs and changes.  The Village CBD, for the purposes of this analysis, includes South Main Street from Church Street to North Main Street up to Schoen Place and Northfield Common; the stretch of State Street east of Main Street was also included in the analysis.  

8.2 Methodology

The inventory of existing parking supply, and an analysis of the square footage and use of buildings in the study area, were utilized in calculating the potential parking demand for the Village.  Parking demand was calculated for both current and future conditions.  Parking demands were calculated by determined standards set forth by the American Planning Association, based on land use requirements.  The land use types considered within the Village core are residential, commercial, recreation and entertainment and community services.  

Parking Demand Analysis Assumptions

In determining the current parking demand rates and the future parking demand rates for the Village, a number of general assumptions were considered and are identified below:

· Parking in the Village CBD was divided into two smaller study areas.  The two study areas were delineated by the Erie Canal, with the Village CBD to the south and Schoen Place, including Northfield Common and referred to only as Schoen Place, to the north.  The areas were also analyzed as one study area to provide a general overview of the entire commercial districts of the Village.

· The current and future parking demand calculations were based on the assumption that all two-story buildings have commercial uses (retail and service) on the 1st floor and residential or office uses on the 2nd floor.

· According to the Pittsford Chamber of Commerce, the current commercial vacancy in the CBD is 14,700 square feet of space, or 14% of the potential commercial space.  Second story residential and office vacancies were assumed to also be 14% in order to determine the current parking required.

· All buildings in the commercial district were assumed to be two stories and all buildings at Schoen Place were considered to be one story.  These assumptions are general averages and are not true for all buildings in each study area.

· Future parking demand calculations assumed that all properties currently occupied would remain occupied by commercial uses and all existing vacancies would be filled in by second floor office or residential uses, producing a maximum build-out within the Village CBD and Schoen Place.

· Parking demand assumes that there is no charge for parking and that there are no restrictions to the user based on either location or time.

· The square footages of all buildings in the CBD were obtained from an aerial photograph of the area and should be considered estimates with the possibility of a small percentage of error.

· Each 2nd story residential unit in the CBD was considered to be 1,000 square feet.

· An average parking space requirement was determined for commercial uses based on the average of both retail and service uses.  In general, retail required the fewest number of spaces while banks required the largest number of spaces.

Additional Considerations

Although the general American Planning Association standards provide a benchmark for determining parking demands and requirements in the Village, Pittsford has many unique characteristics that should be taken into consideration in addition to the results of the Current and Future Demand Analyses.  The characteristics of the Village present both challenges and opportunities for creating a user-friendly parking system within the CBD.  These additional considerations include:

· A portion of the CBD is categorized as a special historic business district.

· Unlike most downtown areas, the majority of parking in the Village is currently privately owned and operated, rather then publicly owned. The private ownership of parking in the Village CBD restricts some accessibility to certain parking areas.  

· The Erie Canal creates a natural division in the Village CBD between the main intersection of Monroe Avenue/State Street and Main Street and Schoen Place north of the Canal.  Although close in proximity, some people may find it inconvenient to park at Schoen Place and walk to the services located on the opposite side of the Canal.  

· All existing parking in the CBD is surface level; no parking garages or underground parking structures are located in the Village.  

· Existing public parking lots are not clearly identified and residents and consumers find it difficult to locate parking, even when it is open and available.  

· Some lots are not well-organized and additional spaces could be added to existing lots if they were reconfigured, possibly through a diagonal parking scheme.

· A number of parking lots within the Village CBD were in place before the development of the current zoning regulations.  These parking lots do not typically meet the parking requirements that are outlined in the Zoning Code.

8.3 Parking Inventory

The parking inventory includes the existing parking supply within the Village CBD, on-street parking on adjacent side streets and across the Erie Canal at Schoen Place.  Although not specifically analyzed as an issue in this parking analysis, it should be noted that parking demand in the Village CBD may be different on Sunday mornings due to the location of several churches just outside of the Village CBD.  All parking spaces within the Village CBD were counted during a field collection study conducted by peter j. smith & company, inc. in June 2001.  Parking totals for Schoen Place were taken from the 1999 Town and Village Local Waterfront Revitalization Plan.  Additional information for on-street parking was taken from aerial maps of the Village.

8.3.1 Existing Parking Supply

Central Business District

There are approximately 242 on-street parking spaces within the Village CBD.  These spaces are considered public and are available for use by employees, residents and customers.  None of the on-street parking in the

Village CBD is metered. 
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Source: peter j. smith & company, inc.

The Village CBD has 509 off-street parking spaces.  These parking spaces  are located in both public and private parking lots comprised of parking spaces measuring approximately 9’ X 18’.  A significant portion of the existing parking lots are not delineated by stall lines, making it difficult to effectively utilize space and organize the parking for maximum efficiency.

A large percentage of off-street parking within the Village CBD is designated for private parking.  Approximately 385 spaces, or 76%, of the total available off-street parking is considered private parking; leaving 124 spaces in three public lots. These lots are located on South Main Street, State Street and behind Village Hall, which is available for public use only in the daytime.  The number of spaces in each public parking area can be seen in the following chart:

Table 8‑1 Existing Public Parking

Village Central Business District

Location
Number of Available Spaces

On-Street Parking
242

South Main Street Lot
58

State Street Lot
55

Village Hall Lot
11

Total
366

Source:  peter j. smith & company, inc.

The private lots in the Village CBD are owned and operated by various goods and service providers.  Although there is no charge for parking in the private lots, many of them do have signage restricting use of the lots to customers only, causing some lots to be underutilized.  Other high-demand private lots are currently being utilized by employees of businesses, resulting in a lack of easy parking access for consumers and visitors.  A breakdown of all parking in the Village CBD can be found in the table below:

Table 8‑2 Existing Parking Supply

Village Central Business District
Type of Parking
Central Business District

Total On-Street Parking
242

     Public Off-Street Parking
124

     Private Off-Street Parking
385

Total Off Street Parking
509

Total Parking Spaces
751

        Source:  peter j. smith & company, inc.

Schoen Place

There is currently no available on-street parking at Schoen Place and Northfield Common, but there are approximately 700 off-street parking spaces.
  The parking spaces at Schoen Place are a combination of both public and private.

As within the Village CBD, there is no charge for any parking at Schoen Place.  Parking at Schoen Place also tends to be disorganized because a number of lots are not clearly delineated by stall lines.  The parking lots may be underutilized because people are unaware of how to most efficiently park their cars.

Study Area Totals

Within the total study area, there are 242 on-street parking spaces, all of which are located in the Village CBD.  Total off-street parking for both areas combined is 1,209 spaces.  The total number of parking spaces for the study area, including on-street, off-street, public, and private spaces is 1,451.  

Table 8‑3 Total Available Parking Spaces

Village Central Business District and Schoen Place

Location
Total 

On-Street Parking
Total 

Off-Street Parking
Total 

Off-Street Public 
Total 

Off-Street

Private 
Total of All Parking

CBD
242
509
124
385
751

Schoen Place
0
700
U/A
U/A
700

Total
242
1209
U/A
U/A
1451

Source:  peter j. smith & company, inc. and Local Waterfront Revitalization Program

Current Parking Demand and Comparison

In determining the current parking demand in the Village CBD, residential, commercial, recreation and community services uses were considered.  These general land use categories include all the downtown uses which generate the need for parking in the Village CBD.

The chart below provides a list of parking demand generation rates (per 1,000 square feet of gross floor area) based on the land use characteristics in the Village CBD.  The demand generation rates were derived from general parking requirements compiled by the American Planning Association and the Village of Pittsford’s current Zoning Regulations.

Table 8‑4 Parking Demand Generation Rates

Per 1,000 sq. feet of gross floor area

Land Use
Standard Space Requirements (APA)
Space Requirements

(Village of Pittsford Zoning)

Residential
2 spaces per unit
1.5 spaces per unit

Commercial
2.2
5.0 on 1st floor / 3.0 on 2nd floor

Recreation
2 spaces per acre
N/A

Community Services
3.0
3.0

Office
3.1
5.0 on 1st floor / 3.0 on 2nd floor

Source: American Planning Association, Village of Pittsford Zoning

Parking demand was completed for the Village CBD and Schoen Place separately, as well as for the entire study area as one.  The generation rates defined in the preceding chart were multiplied by the total gross square footage for each land use category in order to determine the total number of parking spaces demanded in the Village CBD, Schoen Place and the entire study area.

The step-by-step process for determining the number of parking spaces required for each land use is:

1. Divide Total Square Footage (as seen in chart below) by 1,000

2. Multiply Line 1 by the parking demand generation rate for corresponding land use (above chart) 

Example:
Community Services in Village CBD

64,140/1,000 = 64.1 (3.0) = 192

3. Result = Number of parking spaces required for specific land use

Central Business District

The table below provides a listing of the existing gross square footages for each land use in the Village CBD.  The resultant parking demand, as determined by APA standards and the Village Zoning requirements, are also included.

Table 8‑5 Current Parking Demand

Village Central Business District

Land Use
CBD Totals

(Bldg. Sq. Ft.)
Parking Required

(APA Standards)
Parking Required

  (Village Zoning)

Residential
54,627 (54 units)
108
81

Commercial
100,100
220
500

Recreation
0.4 acres
1
U/A

Community Services
64,140
192
192

Office
43,043
133
129

Vacant (in SF)
14,700
0
0

Total
235,453
654
902

Source: American Planning Association, Village of Pittsford Zoning and peter j. smith & company, inc.

As identified in the chart above, the Village’s current demand for parking in the CBD, based on APA standards is 654 spaces.  This shows a current surplus of 97 spaces.  Based on the Village zoning, the Village CBD currently has a deficiency of 151 parking spaces.  The significantly higher number according to the Village zoning requirements may be attributable to the large number of spaces (five) required by the Village Zoning for first floor commercial uses.

Schoen Place

The table below provides a listing of the existing gross square footages for each land use at Schoen Place.  The resultant parking demand, as determined by APA standards and the Village Zoning requirements, are also included.

Table 8‑6 Current Parking Demand

Schoen Place and Northfield Common

Land Use
CBD Totals

(Bldg. Sq. Ft.)
Parking Required

(APA Standards)
Parking Required

  (Village Zoning)

Residential
0
0
0

Commercial
72,110
159
360

Recreation
0
0
0

Community Services
0
0
0

Office
0
0
0

Vacant (in SF)
10,095
0
0

Total
82,205
159
360

Source: American Planning Association, Village of Pittsford Zoning and peter j. smith & company, inc.

Based on the total parking spaces listed in the LWRP for the Village, Schoen Place has 700 available parking spaces this includes a section of the Powers Farm given to the Village for parking.  Based on the APA standards for parking, Schoen Place currently has 541 extra parking spaces.  Based on the Village zoning standards, Schoen Place has 340 extra spaces available.

A field inventory completed by peter j. smith & company, inc. showed that there are approximately 330 parking spaces available at Schoen Place.  This does not include any spaces available in the right-of-way behind the existing stores, services and buildings.  Using these figures, as opposed to the 700 used, could impact the calculations in this analysis.  The 700 was used based on input from the Comprehensive Planning Committee.

Study Area Totals

The table below provides a listing of the existing gross square footages for each land use in the study area, including both the Village CBD and Schoen Place.  The resultant parking demand, as determined by APA standards and the Village Zoning requirements, are also included.

Table 8‑7 Current Parking Demand

Village CBD and Schoen Place

Land Use
CBD Totals

(Bldg. Sq. Ft.)
Parking Required

(APA Standards)
Parking Required

  (Village Zoning)

Residential
54,627 (54 units)
108
81

Commercial
172,210
379
861

Recreation
.4 acres
1
0

Community Services
64,140
192
192

Office
43,043
133
129

Vacant (in SF)
24,795
0
0

Total
358,815
813
1,263

Source: American Planning Association, Village of Pittsford Zoning and peter j. smith & company, inc.

The current available parking in the study area, including the Village CBD and Schoen Place is 1,451 spaces.  Based on the APA parking standards, as shown in the chart above, the Village’s current parking supply currently exceeds the requirements by 638 spaces.  According to the Village Zoning the number of surplus spaces in the study area is 188.

Future Parking Demand Analysis

In addition to current parking demand, the future parking demands, based on maximum build-out in the Village, was also determined.  The surplus/deficit found between the current number of spaces and future demands will help the Village identify what changes need to be made now, and in the future, to their parking supply.

The results for the future demand calculations are shown in the tables below and were determined using the same formula as for the current demand, with existing square footages replaced by future square foot potentials, assuming maximum build-out.

Central Business District

The table below shows the future parking demand that will be required in the Village CBD, if maximum build-out were to occur.

Table 8‑8 Future Parking Demand

Village Central Business District

Land Use
CBD Totals

(Bldg. Sq. Ft.)
Parking Required

(APA Standards)
Parking Required

  (Village Zoning)

Residential
63,520 (64 units)
128
96

Commercial
114,800
252
574

Recreation
0.4
1
0

Community Services
64,140
192
192

Office
50,050
155
150

Vacant (in SF)
0
0
0

Total
341,950
728
1,012

Source: American Planning Association, Village of Pittsford Zoning and peter j. smith & company, inc.

The table above identifies the potential future parking demand in the Village CBD.  Based on the APA standards, the Village CBD will require 728 parking spaces if maximum build-out occurs in the Village.  This number is similar to the total number of existing on and off street parking spaces (751) available in the Village CBD.  However, according to the Village Zoning regulations the CBD could require as many as 1,012 parking spaces if maximum build-out occurs, creating a potential deficiency of 261 spaces.

Schoen Place

The table below shows the future parking demand that will be required at Schoen Place, if maximum build-out were to occur.

Table 8‑9 Future Parking Demand

Schoen Place

Land Use
CBD Totals

(Bldg. Sq. Ft.)
Parking Required

(APA Standards)
Parking Required

  (Village Zoning)

Residential
0
0
0

Commercial
82,205
181
411

Recreation
0
0
0

Community Services
0
0
0

Office
0
0
0

Vacant (in SF)
0
0
0

Total
82,205
181
411

Source: American Planning Association, Village of Pittsford Zoning and peter j. smith & company, inc.

If maximum build-out were to occur at Schoen Place, 181 parking spaces would be required according to APA parking standards.  This number shows that there is currently a surplus of 519 parking spaces at Schoen Place.  Village Zoning requires a larger number of spaces for the same area, at 411.  However, a surplus of 289 parking spaces would still exist at Schoen Place.

Study Area Total

The table below shows the future parking demand that will be required in the combined study area, if maximum build-out were to occur.

Table 8‑10 Future Parking Demand

Village CBD and Schoen Place

Land Use
CBD Totals

(Bldg. Sq. Ft.)
Parking Required

(APA Standards)
Parking Required

  (Village Zoning)

Residential
63,520 (64 units)
128
96

Commercial
197,005
433
985

Recreation
0.4 acres
1
0

Community Services
64,140
192
192

Office
50,050
155
150

Vacant (in SF)
0
0
0

Total
374,715
909
1,423

Source: American Planning Association, Village of Pittsford Zoning and peter j. smith & company, inc.

The chart identifies the parking that would be required in the Village CBD and Schoen Place if maximum build-out were to occur.  The APA standards would require a total of 909 parking spaces based on existing land uses and square footages.  The Village Zoning would require 1,423 parking spaces.  Both of these numbers are smaller than the current number of existing parking spaces (1,451) in the Village CBD and at Schoen Place.

8.3.2 Parking Analysis Findings

The data from the analysis suggests that there is statistically enough available parking within the Village Central Business District, provided public lots, parking at Schoen Place, private lots and on-street parking is effectively utilized.  Public awareness of the different parking options in the Village should be promoted to alleviate any potential parking problems.  The Village could also consider implementing diagonal parking on side roads where possible to add additional spaces; diagonal parking should be avoided on Main Street and Monroe Avenue to allow traffic to flow more freely and limit potential accidents.  Possibilities for diagonal parking are on Rand Place (St. Louis School), Lincoln Avenue  (Spiegel Center) and Sutherland Street (near high school).

Parking lots in the Village are not well organized and are rarely adjoined to one another, although they are adjacent.  The layout of parking lots within the Village contributes to haphazard parking conditions and decreases the aesthetics of the street front.  Each lot, even if it has only a minimal number of parking spaces, requires a curb cut to allow for ingress/egress, disrupting the continuity of the streetscape.  

Schoen Place has the potential to become a spectacularly viable destination along the Erie Canal; this includes access both from land and water.  The redevelopment of Schoen Place should be based on a detailed market analysis and consider issues such as parking, pedestrian circulation, vehicular circulation and character.  This parking analysis considers the parking needs of Schoen Place, but these additional issues should be studied in the Village.

There have been discussions on developing a parking garage in the Village of Pittsford to accommodate parking needs.  In order to be considered economically feasible, a parking garage should have at least 350 spaces, with an average cost of $14,000.00 per space.
 The cost per space decreases by approximately $1,500.00 if the garage increases to hold 600 spaces.  Maintenance costs are included in the total. On a space per space basis, parking garages cost approximately 10 times more than surface parking lots and require 340 gross sq./ft. per space.

8.4 Transportation and Infrastructure Inventory

The transportation network determines how easily people and goods can move into, out of and within a community.  The following chapter reviews the existing transportation network in the Village of Pittsford.  The plan looks at the Village in its larger Regional context, specifically, how it connects with adjacent municipalities and the greater metropolitan Rochester region.  This section includes an investigation of the existing transportation system including roads, public transit, air access, rail access, water access, bicycle and pedestrian access and streetscape elements.  This section also addresses the impacts of the transportation network on Village activities.  An analysis of existing infrastructure, including water, sewer and utilities is also included.  This analysis determines what public services residents are receiving and any problems related to the delivery of these services.

8.4.1 Transportation

8.4.1.1 State Highways and Traffic Counts

The Village of Pittsford benefits from its location on three State Highways and accessibility from the New York State Thruway.  The Village is an easy drive from downtown Rochester, as well as anywhere within the Finger Lakes Region.  A number of primary connector highways are located within the Village or within close proximity to the Village boundaries.

Figure 8‑2 Arterial Roadways

Village of Pittsford

Source: Genesee Regional Transportation Council, Regional Transportation Atlas

NYS Route 31, or Monroe Avenue, is the Village of Pittsford’s major artery creating a direct route between the Village and the City of Rochester to the northwest.  NYS Route 31 continues in a southeasterly direction into neighboring Wayne County.  The latest available traffic counts along NYS Route 31, within the Village, are from various times during the late 1990’s, depending on what area of the road is being considered.  Data from the New York State Department of Transportation shows that an average of 20,322 vehicles traveled Route 31(French Road to the intersection at Route 96) daily during 2000.  From the intersection of Route 96 to the Marsh Road intersection, a 1.37-mile span, approximately 16,034 vehicles traveled daily during 1997.  

The traffic counts for NYS Route 31 through the Village and additional major roadways in the Village are summarized in the table below:

Table 8‑11 Traffic Counts on Major Village Roadways, 1997-2000

Village of Pittsford

Road Span Limits
Length

(miles)
Year
Average Number of 

Vehicles Per Day

NYS Route 31 (Monroe Avenue) from French Road to the Route 96 Intersection (Main Street)
1.22
2000
20,322

NYS Route 31 from State Street to Marsh Road
1.37
1997
16,034

Clover Street (Route 65) from NYS Route 31 (Monroe Avenue) to West Jefferson Road
.74
1999
17,103

East Jefferson Road from South Street to Route 64
.47
1998
14,454

North Main Street from Washington Road to Monroe Avenue
.32
1998
17,189

South Main Street from Monroe Avenue to Jefferson Road
.33
1997
12,936

South Main Street from East Jefferson Road to the Village line
.15
1998
9,149

Lincoln Avenue to Washington Avenue
-
1998
11,904

Source: New York State Department of Transportation

There are currently no road improvements scheduled for NYS Route 31, or any other roads in the Village, by the New York State Department of Transportation.  Based on information compiled by the Genesee Transportation Council (GTC) in 1998, the pavement condition of Route 31, as it passes in a southeasterly direction through the Village, ranges in assessment from “fair” to “good” to “poor”.  As future improvements are considered in the Village the NYSDOT should be made aware that expanding traffic lanes in the Village would adversely affect the character, historic scale, commercial viability, pedestrian safety and parking in the Village.  

State Route 64, or Main Street, runs through the Village in a north-south direction and is a primary artery through the Village of Pittsford, providing access to additional County and State Roads to the north and south. Main Street also serves as a primary gateway both into the Village, and to the canal district.  The GTC estimates that in 1996, approximately 12,000 –19,999 vehicles traveled along Main Street in the Village each day.  The pavement condition along State Route 64 in the Town is generally considered to be in either “good” or “excellent” condition.  

8.4.1.2 Traffic Congestion and Issues

Traffic Congestion

Traffic and congestion within the Village has emerged as a primary concern for residents.  The current primary road network in the surrounding Town funnels the majority of traffic directly through the Village, causing serious points of congestion at the Village’s two main intersections – Main Street/State Street and Main Street/Jefferson Road.  In addition to increasing congestion in the Village, motorists often travel above the speed limit on Village streets, creating an unsafe, unwelcoming environment for pedestrians, bicyclists and other motorists, reducing the overall quality of life of residents.  Travelers appear to be unaware of alternative routes that are available for passage around the Village to prevent traveling directly through it.

Jefferson Road and Monroe Avenue serve as heavily traveled arteries for the Greater Rochester metro area, bringing traffic congestion and excessive truck traffic into the Village.  The use of Village streets for Regional traffic needs has led to decreased levels of safety for both automobile traffic and pedestrian traffic.  Additionally, residents are also concerned about the use of Village residential streets as “shortcuts” to other areas of the Village.  Specific locations identified by the community survey as areas with high volumes of traffic include Locust Street, Rand Place, Golf Avenue, Sutherland Street, Boughton Avenue, Jefferson Road, Schoen Place, North Main Street, Monroe Avenue and South Main Street.

Four Corners is a critical intersection in the Village and faces traffic and pedestrian safety and volume concerns.  The design charrette stated that increased safety measures at the Four Corners is an important issue to consider.  Additional intersections were also identified as in need of various traffic improvements.  The intersection of Golf Avenue and Washington Road does not meet at a ninety-degree angle and causes people to make turns at elevated levels of speed.  The Comprehensive Planning Committee also identified additional problem intersections, including Sutherland and Monroe Avenue, Jefferson and Sutherland, Jefferson and Main Street, Jefferson and South Street and West Jefferson near the Sutherland High School.

Traffic Speeds

Excessive rates of speed through the Village may be a result of a lack of traffic calming techniques in the Central Business District, a lack of gateways, poor enforcement of speed limits and/or inadequate posting of speed limits.  Department of Transportation traffic channelization has also adversely affected speed through the Village. The community survey gave residents the opportunity to suggest areas of the Village where speed limits were a problem.  These areas included South Street, Schoen Place, Four Corners, Sutherland Street, Monroe Avenue, Lincoln Avenue, Boughton Avenue, Jefferson Road and Golf Avenue.  The following are possible actions that would force motorists to be more cautious:
  

· Extending reduced speed limits (30 MPH) from the Village gateways to Nazareth College (SR 96) and the Heather Heights Nursing Home

· A visual change in the roadway at the Village gateways

· Reducing the limit on Washington Road to 35 MPH

· Narrowing lanes all along Jefferson Road and State St.

· Clearly marking the bike lane on Route 31

· Clearly striping parking spaces on Main Street and W. Jefferson along the athletic fields

· Adding “Children at Play” signage  

A number of major intersections in the Village currently lack stoplights such as both ends of Schoen Place and Monroe at Sutherland..  Placing stoplights at strategic points within the Village may reduce the speed of traffic in these areas.  

Traffic Improvements

The Genesee Transportation Council produces a document known as the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), which programs the timing and funding of all transportation improvements involving federal funds for five year periods.  The TIP is updated every two years and must be consistent with the objectives and strategies identified in the region’s Long Range Plan.  Although no specific projects have been slated in the 1999 – 2004 TIP for the Village of Pittsford, small portions of the Town are included in two of the programs.  An intersection improvement is planned in the Town at Tobey Road and Route 934C & CR64 (Calkins Road).  The second project within the Town includes Route I-490, from Route 153 to Bushnell’s Basin, which consists of widening the highway to six lanes and increasing the speed limit to 65 mph.  Expectations are that this will provide a faster bypass for some of the traffic presently passing through the Village.

8.4.1.3 Public Transit

Public bus transportation is provided to Village of Pittsford residents through the Rochester-Genesee Regional Transportation Authority (RGRTA). The busses run 365 days a year, with a limited schedule on weekends and holidays.  Updates are made to the schedules every January, April, June and September.  A number of different bus routes run through Pittsford to its neighboring municipalities. 

In addition to regular bus routes, the RTS provides a number of additional services.  They operate over 30 Park and Ride locations throughout the entire service area.  Although there is no park and ride in the Village, there is one located on State Highway 64, just south of the Village line, in the Town.  Special Event shuttles depart from various locations around the Pittsford area, although none are directly within the Village or Town.  Special Event shuttles operate to Buffalo Bills games, Buffalo Bills training camp, Syracuse University football and basketball games and to concerts at the Finger Lakes Performing Arts Center.  

Persons with disabilities, as determined through the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) may also qualify for the Lift Line Program.  Lift Line provides curb-to-curb service for all types of trips, including medical, social, recreational or shopping.  The service area for Lift Line requests is ¾ of a mile on either side of a RTS fixed route.  Reservations for pick-ups can be made from 24 hours to 14 days in advance and the one-way fare is $1.75.  

The Village currently has no public transportation system that links facilities within the Village boundaries.  The transportation system offered through the RGRTA is primarily commuter based.

During the charrette, a public transit system within the Village was identified as a potential improvement.  The Comprehensive Planning Committee has listed a system to link the major institutions and business area as one of their priority items.  This could include a water taxi on the Canal or a shuttle from satellite parking areas to link the CBD with Schoen Place.

8.4.1.4 Air Transportation

Air service for Village of Pittsford residents is accessible from the Greater Rochester International Airport located at 1200 Brooks Avenue, four miles southwest of downtown Rochester and approximately six miles west of the Village.  The airport has a modern two-story terminal, a covered parking garage and a two-level roadway separating access for arrivals and departures.  The airport is considered to be a medium-sized hub that handles 220 flights per day between 19 cities.  Annually the airport serves over 2.5 million patrons through 16 different air transportation providers.  Only one of the sixteen airlines does not serve any non-stop destinations.  

The airport is open 24 hours a day, seven days a week and has 22 passenger gates.  There are 3 runways and 7 taxiways and connector taxiways.  In addition to air service, there are air cargo services offered from the airport, as well as on-site car rentals.  Public transportation is also offered from the airport through the Rochester Transit Service and taxicabs are also available on the premises.  Limousine services and hotel shuttle vans are also available for airport patrons.  An airport shuttle service called the “Rochester Rocket”, shuttles airport users to and from the Main Terminal to the shuttle parking lots.

Village of Pittsford residents may also choose to utilize the Buffalo-Niagara International Airport located approximately 66 miles away in Cheektowaga, New York.  This airport has 133 flights daily and flies directly to 24 different cities, servicing 4.25 million passengers each year.  The Buffalo-Niagara International Airport recently completed a major expansion project that resulted in a new terminal that now has a fifteen gate capacity.  A second phase of expansion, including the construction of new parking lots, is currently underway.  Village residents may also occasionally choose to fly out of the Toronto airport, located approximately 173 miles away, for international and long-distance trips.    

8.4.1.5 Rail Access

There is presently no direct commuter rail service for Pittsford residents, although rail transportation is available in Rochester and in the metro Buffalo and Syracuse areas.  The closest rail station to Pittsford residents is the Rochester Amtrak station, which is located approximately 7 miles from the Village on Central Avenue in the City.  The passenger service currently offers 9 trips a day, four westbound and five eastbound. If residents opted to travel to the Buffalo area, the closest Amtrak station is the Buffalo-Depew station, located approximately 63 miles away.  For those interested in traveling east to a rail station, there is an Amtrak station located approximately 68 miles away in Syracuse, NY.

A commercial railroad line remains active in the Village and is located in the northern portion of the Village, near the Erie Canal.  The railroad is owned by CSX (West Shore), a Class I Railroad, signifying its annual revenues are greater than $250 million.

8.4.1.6 Water Access

Boat access is provided in and around the Village through means of the Erie Canal from May through November.  The Canal is operated by the New York State Canal Corporation (NYSCC), a subsidiary of the New York State Thruway Authority, and is part of one of the most extensive trail networks in the country.

The Canal, which begins in Buffalo, allows the opportunity for people to travel through New York State, via waterway, in an east-west direction.  The Canal extends to the eastern boundary of the State, just north of Albany, where it converges with the Champlain Canal. The entire New York State Canal System spans 524 miles in Upstate New York.  Visitors and residents have the opportunity to rent canoes and kayaks, or use their own pleasure boats, to navigate the waters of the historic Canal.  According to the NYSCC, the lock dimensions along the Canal are 328 feet long and 45 feet wide, leaving room for vessels up to 300 feet long and 43 feet wide. The many bridges over various portions of the Canal restrict boat heights to 15 ½ feet in some areas and 20 feet in other areas.  Sightseeing cruises and tour boats are also available from the Spring to the Fall.

Specific issues related to the Erie Canal in the Village have been addressed in the Town and Village of Pittsford “Local Waterfront Revitalization Program”, completed in 1999.  Copies of the LWRP are available for review at the Village and Town Hall.  Specific goals and objectives from the plan for the Canal and Village include preserving the scale and character of the Village, creating a pedestrian friendly waterfront, mitigating the impact of traffic, supporting an adaptive reuse program for Schoen Place, creating multi-use housing and developing needed visitor services.  Creating a gateway at North Main Street, as well as creating circulation links within the Town and Village, were also issues recognized in the plan.

8.4.1.7 Bicycle Access

The Erie Canal Towpath Trail, which runs along the north bank of the Canal, traverses the Village from east to west.  In addition to bicyclists, the trail is open for a variety of other uses, including walking, jogging and rollerblading.  The Towpath Trail is a component of the Canalway Trail System.  The Canalway System is comprised of a network of 230 miles of existing multi-use recreational trails broken up into four major segments.  The segment that includes Pittsford, is the 70-mile Erie Canal Heritage Trail that runs from Lockport, NY to Fairport, NY, which lies just east of Pittsford.  This segment of the trail is designated as a National Recreation Trail and has numerous access points, most of which are where local roads intersect.
Figure 8‑3 Multi-Use Trails and On-Street Bicycle Routes

Village of Pittsford


Source: Genesee Transportation Council, Regional Transportation Atlas

There is a planned upgrade to the Canalway Trail, just west of the Village, in the Town of Pittsford.  The improvements include rerouting an awkward portion of the Canalway Trail around an existing Canal Corporation maintenance facility.  The project is scheduled to be completed in 2003 and is expected to have positive impacts on the Village.

Figure 8‑4 Parking, Transportation and Infrastructure

Village of Pittsford

The Auburn Line Trail, which is a part of the Town of Pittsford’s trail system, connects with the Towpath Trail at the Village Department of Public Works property.  In addition to the Towpath Trail, there are a limited number of designated bike paths within the Village, along Village roadways.  There is a designated New York State bike route in the Village along NYS Route 31, known as NYS Bike Route 5. The location of the bike paths next to heavily utilized roadways also raises safety issues that cause many people to avoid utilizing these bike lanes.  In addition, the existing bike network does not achieve linkages with specific points of interest within the community.  

8.4.1.8 Pedestrian Access

The majority of commercial and residential areas within the Village have pedestrian sidewalks.  The placement of additional sidewalks near the high school has been suggested to improve pedestrian accessibility.  In addition, portions of Sutherland, Golf Avenue, West Jefferson Road and South Street have moderate to heavy traffic, yet lack sidewalks. Additional locations of potential new curbing and/or sidewalks were identified during the Village Charrette.  The locations determined to have a high need for sidewalks were on North Main Street to Nazareth College, in front of the Pickle Factory, on the north side of Schoen Place, on West Jefferson Road and on the south side of South Avenue between Eastview Terrace and Jefferson Road.  The NYS Department of Transportation has eliminated the grassed median that separates the sidewalk from the road on Jefferson Road.

Pedestrian crosswalks in the Village are not always adequately marked to stop traffic and there are areas in need of crosswalks that do not currently have them.  Proper marking and signage delineating crosswalks is essential for pedestrian safety.  Specific areas in need of upgrades and crosswalks were identified during the Village Charrette.  New crosswalks were suggested for the following locations: 

· Grove Street 

· Main Street at the Pittsford Pub and Port of Pittsford Park 

· State Street at the municipal lot

·  South Main Street at Rand Place

· Monroe Avenue at Sutherland Street  

Areas that were suggested in need of upgrades for their existing crosswalks were:

· North Main Street at Line Street 

· Washington Road and Main Street 

· Four Corners 

· Throughout Schoen Place 

· State Street at South Street 

· Boughton Avenue and Monroe Avenue at Washington Avenue 

Additional walking opportunities are provided along the Erie Canal via the Towpath Trail.  However, at the charrette it was determined that access to the trail from Monroe Avenue was difficult due to heavy traffic.

According to the charrette findings, pedestrian access across the Canal is considered hazardous.  There is no footbridge specifically for pedestrians crossing the Erie Canal; therefore pedestrians are forced to walk along the curbside sidewalks on two of the three vehicular bridges.  These sidewalks are only five feet wide and could be inadequate for safe pedestrian travel.

8.4.2 Quality of Life

The population in the Village is concerned with the increased amount of traffic on main corridors.  Motorists sometimes use residential streets as “shortcuts” to avoid heavy traffic at the Four Corners area or at Jefferson and Main.  This traffic sometimes travels at high speeds; this impacts the quality of neighborhoods in the Village.  During the charrette held in the Village, recommendations for traffic calming were suggested to slow speed and deter motorists from using residential streets.  Measures that could be used include:

· Speed Humps – Raised rounded pavement across a roadway

· Speed Tables – Flat topped speed humps that are generally constructed of a textured material such as brick

· Chicanes – Extensions of the curb that alternate from one side of the road to the other forming s-shaped curves

Streetscape Elements

In addition to the transportation network, there are various transportation-related elements that contribute to the attractiveness and overall “feel” of a community.  These elements may include street furniture, gateways, building setbacks and signage.

Street Furniture

Street furniture, consisting of decorative curbing, tree plantings, flowers, benches, trash receptacles, lighting and seasonal decorations, such as themed banners can enhance the aesthetic appearance of the Villages civic public spaces.  The charrette identified specific locations where public benches should be located such as on Monroe Avenue, South Main Street and State Street.  The Comprehensive Planning Committee has identified these improvements as a priority for the Village.

Street Tree Program

The Village has already established a Street Tree Program that over the last five years has filled in the gaps so that most streets are now lined with trees.  The trees are generally located between the sidewalk and curb within a grass median.  This location is historically appropriate and also provides a buffer between pedestrians and traffic.  Street trees also reduce traffic speeds by reducing the visual width of the roadway.

Gateways

Although there are a number of key intersections within the Village, many of the roads into the Village lack any gateways that effectively define and represent the Village of Pittsford.  At the charrette, gateway signage, in addition to other design elements, was considered at the following locations: Washington Road/Golf Avenue, North Main Street, Washington Road/North Main Street, Monroe Avenue at the Village line, Jefferson Road (west gateway), South Main Street, Jefferson Road and South Street, State Street (main gateway) and at the Canal entrances.

Building Setbacks

One of the Village’s greatest assets is its wealth of historic buildings.  Based on feedback from the Village Charrette, gaps in the Village’s CBD building fabric detract from the area’s visual character.  The aesthetics of the Village CBD are undermined due to the inconsistencies.  The large gaps between buildings and their varying setbacks from the road have contributed to the lack of a consistent streetscape in the Village.

Signage

Informational signage, directing visitors and residents to services and points of interest within the Village of Pittsford and informing vehicles of safety issues is currently inadequate, as determined at the Village Charrette.  Specific locations where signage was suggested to be installed are Monroe Avenue at Washington, Schoen Place, State Street at Boughton, State Street at Woodcreek and Sutherland.  The Comprehensive Planning Committee also identified the need for additional signage along West Jefferson Road near the school athletic fields; the design and location of these signs is important to ensure that the visual impact is minimized.

8.4.3 Infrastructure

This section presents a discussion of additional support infrastructure available to Pittsford residents.  These services include water, sewer and public utilities.  Some support infrastructure within the Village is currently above ground, detracting from the historical ambience of the Village.

8.4.3.1 Water 

Maintaining an adequate and safe supply of water for domestic and public purposes is a critical need for all communities. The Village maintained their own municipal water supply system until the 1980’s. Since that time, Village residents have received public water through the Monroe County Water Authority, which was created by a New York State statute.  The Monroe County Water Authority (MCWA) supplies water to over half a million customers in Monroe, Wayne, Ontario, Genesee and Orleans Counties.  The source of water to Village residents is Lake Ontario, the 14th largest lake in the world and Hemlock Lake.  The water available to Pittsford residents is treated at the Hemlock Water Treatment Plant and is obtained from the City of Rochester. 

The MCWA has a total storage capacity of 130 million gallons, with approximately 55 million gallons used on a daily basis.  MCWA delivers its water to the Village of Pittsford and surrounding communities through over 1,780 miles of pipelines.

There are currently no issues or problems associated with water service in the Village.  No improvements to the water service are currently planned for the Village.

8.4.3.2 Sewer

The majority of Village residents are linked to the public sewer system.  The Pure Waters Districts is a division of Monroe County’s Department of Environmental Services and is responsible for treating the waste water from the Village collected in sanitary and storm sewers.

Table 8‑12 Sewage Disposal, 1990

Village of Pittsford
Sewage Disposal
Village of Pittsford


Number
Percentage

Public Sewer
625
96%

Septic Tank or Cesspool*
23
4%

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1990

Sewer service in Monroe County is divided into six separate districts and dates from the 1930’s with three siphons below the Canal.  The Village of Pittsford is in the South Central Pure Water District.  The Division of Pure Waters operates and maintains only the large interceptor sewers located within Monroe County.  These transport sewage from the local sewer districts to one of the three major wastewater treatment plants operated by the Division of Pure Water.  The Village operates an independent sewer district to maintain sewers within the Village.  The Village district includes 180 homes located in the Woodcreek neighborhood of the Town of Pittsford, just east of the Village line.

There are currently no significant issues related to sewer service within the Village and no improvements are planned.  Survey respondents identified the age of the sewer system in the Village as a potential concern and stated that storm drains do not always function properly.

8.4.3.3 Utilities

The reliability and service related to public utilities directly affects the quality of life of residents within a community.  Today, residents have come to expect basic services that make their life easier and more enjoyable, such as reliable electricity, natural gas, telephone service and cable television.  In addition, as we enter the new communication age, residents have also come to expect services related to their cellular phone use and computer access.  Ideally, these services should be accessible to all residents and provided without major obstructions or costs to the user.  There are currently no major issues associated with the provision of public utilities in the Village of Pittsford.

Gas and Electric

Rochester Gas and Electric provides natural gas and electric services to all Village of Pittsford residents.  

Television Service

Cable television is provided to residents through Time Warner.  Additional services available through Time Warner include digital cable, In Demand movie channels and Road Runner Internet access.

Telephone Service

Telephone service is provided to Pittsford residents by Frontier.  Frontier owns 34 telephone companies in 11 States and offers a wide variety of services to its customers.  Services available to Pittsford residents include local telephone service, Internet access, including DSL, long distance service, paging services and accessory and equipment sales.  Although telecommunication related services are available to Pittsford residents, there are no telecommunication towers located within the Village boundaries.

8.5 Comprehensive Planning Committee Recommendations

The Village of Pittsford Comprehensive Planning Committee hosted a charrette to gather public input regarding pertinent issues within the Village.  After the charrette, the Comprehensive Planning Committee reviewed the findings and summarized them into several documents.  Many of the ideas and recommendations relate to parking and transportation within the Village of Pittsford.  The Comprehensive Plan is a plan for the Village and the residents and should incorporate the visions and issues that are determined by Village residents.  They have been compiled below and reference particular areas of the preceding chapter to show how the charrette ideas were incorporated into this document.

Table 8‑13 Comprehensive Planning Committee Summary - Infrastructure

Village of Pittsford 

Issue
         Recommendation
  Chapter

Reference

Schoen Place Redevelopment
Study Relocation, one way traffic, parking, sidewalks, signage, gateways, traffic signals at both ends, zoning, vacant building development, bikeways
8.4.2

Village lacks an identity and is not currently considered a “destination” to those traveling through it
Banners with different themes should be hung from light poles, signifying events, etc.
8.4.2

Congestion discourages participation in Village events and activities and existing public transportation is commuter oriented
A public transportation system within the Village should link major institutions with all other areas of the Village 
8.4.1.3

The setbacks of buildings along the street in the Commercial District vary, creating unappealing and inconsistent aesthetic conditions 
Require future expansions and renovations to adhere to set backs furnished by the Village
8.4.2

No connecting pedestrian bridge across the canal.
Construct a bridge over the canal.
8.4.1.8

Existing vehicular bridges over the Erie Canal have five-foot sidewalks which create hazardous conditions for pedestrians
Construct new walkways on bridges, abandon existing walkways
8.4.1.8

Residential streets are used as “shortcuts”, increasing traffic and noise
Construct rumble-strips and erect signage at each intersection of all residential streets
8.4.1.2

Access to the Canal Towpath Trail is difficult from Monroe Avenue due to heavy traffic
Provide access from the Towpath in the form of circular ramps
8.4.1.2

Parking capacity may be expanded by changing to diagonal parking scheme
Adopt diagonal parking at specific sites within the Village
8.3.4

Private parking lots are underutilized
Adopt a “Model Parking Agreement” w/ voluntary involvement
8.3.4

People choose to avoid Village businesses due to parking difficulties; determine supply and demand for parking in Village CBD; adopt alternative parking plans
Determine supply and demand for parking and adopt parking plan; consider parking garage in CBD
8.3.4

There is currently a lack of data on supply and demand of parking in the Village
Conduct a study to determine parking need for both current and future conditions
8.3.4

Parking requirements in private lots discourage use; no fees create disincentive to turn over spaces
Ensure parking ordinance is sensible; establish meters 
8.3.1

Private business owners park in prime locations, creating congestion and inhibiting access
Private businesses should agree on designated parking areas for staff
8.3.1

Lack of sufficient street furniture makes Village less attractive to visitors and residents
Approve new curbing, tree planting and purchase street furniture
8.4.2

Street lighting in the Village is inadequate in some areas, creating an appearance of an unsafe environment
Extend Village Street Lighting System to all public areas 
8.4.2

Crosswalks are not adequately marked and additional crosswalks are needed in some areas
Upgrade existing crosswalks and install new crosswalks
8.4.1.8

There is a lack of defined limits or boundaries to and from the Village; there are no Village Gateways
Determine features that should be improved to better represent Village
8.4.2

Increase safety measures at the Four Corners Pedestrian Crossing
Remove right turn lanes and create four way stop during business hours at the Four Corners
8.4.1.8

Existing Village streets are over congested because people are unaware of faster alternative routes around Village
Educate motorists of faster alternate routes and/or designate alternate thru truck route around the Village
8.4.1.8

The intersection of Golf Avenue and Washington Road is unsafe because it does not meet at a right angle, but is gently angled
Reconstruct the intersection so the streets meet at a “near” right angle to form a “T”
8.4.2

Traffic speeds through the Village create unsafe conditions for vehicular traffic, pedestrians and bicyclists
Introduce and implement traffic calming devices – planting, signage, curbs, striping, lighting, etc. 
8.4.2

Dangerous condition on West Jefferson Road to the retirement home
Paint left turn lane; decrease speed limit to 30 MPH in areas; narrow lanes on Jefferson; stripe parking along athletic fields; add “children at play” signs
8.4.2

Additional new traffic stoplights are needed at specific intersections within the Village
Consider adding stoplights at designated intersections
8.4.2

Source:  Village Charrette Summary and Recommendations – Comprehensive Planning Committee

8.6 Public Survey Results Summary

As a segment of the public input process for the Village of Pittsford Comprehensive Plan, a community survey was mailed to 385 randomly selected Village residents in June, 2001 to measure public opinion regarding issues in the Village.  A portion of the community survey provided residents with the opportunity to state their opinions regarding current and future parking conditions within the Village.  A summary of the results of the community survey, as it relates to the preceding parking analysis, may be seen below and is further developed in the Public Input chapter of this Plan:

· Over 60% of respondents felt that there was a need for additional parking in the Village central business district

· Only 15.5% of respondents felt that there was not a need for additional parking in the Village central business district

· Approximately 26% of the respondents felt that there was a need for additional or improved infill parking in the Village

· When asked what additional parking they would like to see in the Village, infill parking was rated the highest, followed by more on-street parking, charging for parking and lastly, 8.2% of respondents wanted a parking garage in the Village

· A large majority of respondents, 83.1%, are concerned with traffic volume in the Village

· Over half of respondents (62.8%) are concerned with traffic speeds in the Village, specifically at the following locations: Boughton Avenue, Golf Avenue, Jefferson Road, Locust Street, Rand Place, Schoen Place, South Main and Sutherland Street

· Traffic congestion in residential areas is also a concern for residents, with 38% of respondents concerned about congestion near their homes

· Truck traffic through the Village is a concern as 62.8% of survey respondents stated that they were deeply concerned with the excessive amount of truck traffic traveling along Village streets

· Pedestrian and bicycle access in the Village is an issue for respondents, 65.4% reported that they would like to see more bicycle and pedestrian oriented development and more attention to safety

· Respondents overwhelmingly agreed that special paving at intersections and pedestrian crosswalks would be beneficial in the Village

· 62.8% of respondents felt that there is a need to better enforce speed limits in the Village, specifically at the following locations: Boughton Avenue, Four Corners, Golf Avenue, Lincoln Avenue, Monroe Avenue, Schoen Place, South Street, Sutherland Street and Jefferson Road

· A significant number of respondents at 38.0%, had no opinion when questioned whether they would like to see additional public transit opportunities in the Village and 39.7% stated that they did not want to see additional public transportation in the Village

· General comments from the community survey show that the age of the Village’s infrastructure is a concern for many respondents

· Eighty-seven percent of respondents felt that basic services within the Village meet the needs of the residents

· A large percentage of respondents, 79.5%, feel that sewer service in the Village meets their needs

· Sewer service at Washington Road, Heatherhurst and Courtney Circle were identified by respondents as problem areas

· Respondents identified problems with the Village storm sewers, stating that they do not always function properly due to improper grading and lack of curbs and that they are not cleaned out enough

9.0 Public Input

9.1 Committee Meetings

A total of three meetings and one Discovery Session were held with the Village of Pittsford Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee.  These meetings provided information and feedback on the Comprehensive Plan while the Discovery Session outlined the issues along with the vision that residents have for the Village.  

Meetings of the Comprehensive Plan Committee and consultant were held at the Pittsford Village Hall throughout the summer and fall of 2001.  The consultant reviewed the population, housing, land use and environment chapters along with the mapping for each of the chapters and the community survey.  Feedback from the Committee was essential in these chapters to ensure the information was up to date.  At additional meetings, the economic, parking, transportation, infrastructure and community services chapters were reviewed.  During several sessions, the Committee and consultant reviewed specific goals, policies and actions for the plan.

9.2 Discovery Session Summary

The first meeting with the Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee consisted of a Discovery Session.  This session consisted of several questions that were asked that allowed the Committee to discuss what issues are facing the Village and what the future vision for the Village entails.  The meeting was held on June 7, 2001 and attendees included: Jim Aquavella, Peggy Brizee, Peter Brizee, Bob Corby, Jim Cronin, George Dreschler, Tom Farlow, Audrey Johnson, Rod Mattingly, Jefrey Mason, Karen Mason, Ed Maybeck, Jody Melnyk and Bonnie Salem.  The following summarizes the discussion of each of the three questions posed to the committee at the session.

Without considering limitations of any kind (financial, political, environmental), what do you think is the ideal future for the Village of Pittsford?  In other words, in what ways (if any) would you like to see the community change over the next 20 years?

· Improve quality of pedestrian environment

· Strengthen retail business district

· Maintain residential neighborhoods, (quality of life)

· Traffic free Village without any large trucks, etc. clogging the intersections

· Canal front developed with pedestrian walkway across Canal

· Maintain historic structures and residential quality of Village

· Make Village pedestrian friendly with crosswalks and signage for traffic to stop

· Village and Town combine resources without the Village giving up services

· Slow down traffic

· Maintain “special Village atmosphere

· Pedestrian, bike and boat oriented Village

· Use existing buildings to full capacity

· Recreational activities for all seasons

· A mix of preservation, residential and business

What are the specific assets that should be strengthened as the Comprehensive Plan is completed to create this ideal vision in the Village of Pittsford?

· Residential character

· Business community

· Concerned citizens who are willing to work together

· The Erie Canal that runs through the Village

· Community at large

· Schoen Place/Northfield Common

· Safe environment for pedestrians

· A financially and socially viable place to live with all the services associated with a thriving community, i.e. restaurants, stores, grocery, library, etc.

· Maintain quality of life in neighborhoods

· Diverse religious community

What are the specific issues that should be addressed as the Comprehensive Plan is completed to create this ideal vision in the Village of Pittsford?

· Parking

· Traffic

· Size and scope of infrastructure

· Resident and Business needs

· Lack of effective collaboration with municipal neighbors

· Strengthen relationship with school

· Lack of DOT cooperation

· Rental property maintenance

· Parking facilities

· Bicycle safety

· No ongoing development strategy

9.3 Community Survey

A community survey was developed and randomly distributed in the Village of Pittsford in late June and early July of 2001.  The survey was intended to measure public opinion with respect to various issues and conditions that exist within the community. In addition, the survey provided residents with the opportunity to state their visions and goals for the future of their community. The survey questions were divided into the following sections: Community Identity, Community Services, Housing, Transportation and Parking, Land Use Regulations, Recreational Activities, Growth and Development and Personal Information.

A total of 385 surveys were randomly distributed to Village residents, allowing for a 95% confidence interval +/- 4 %.  For a random survey to be considered statistically significant, a response rate of 15 to 20% is required.  In total, 113 of the 385 surveys were returned by the July 3rd deadline, giving the Village of Pittsford a 29.4% response rate.  An additional 29 surveys were received after the deadline.  The comments from those surveys are listed after the comments from the original 113 surveys.

The majority of respondents to the survey were homeowners (79.0%), although 19% of the surveys were from renters residing in the Village.  The age of respondents was widespread, with a range between 21 years to over 60 years.   However, more than half of the respondents from the Village (67.0%) were over the age of 40.  Forty five percent (45.1%) of respondents reported living within the community for over 15 years.  Thirty-one percent (30.9%) have lived in the community for less than 5 years and 18.5% lived here between 6 and 15 years.  The following provides a brief summary and analysis of the survey results.  

Community Identity

This section of the survey was intended to determine how residents perceive their community. A small percentage of Pittsford residents (8.3%) believe that Pittsford should promote their community for additional growth and development by ensuring their Village becomes a "destination."  25.0% of respondents indicated that Pittsford should become primarily a residential community and limit further commercial development.  Over 65% of respondents feel that the Village of Pittsford should maintain its existing character and mix of uses to protect our community as it appears today.  

Over 89% of respondents cited the Village as a very good place to live and over 79% are happy with the image their community presents to Monroe County. Respondents believed that the image of the Village could be improved with the addition of “streetscape improvements”, as 62% of Pittsford residents indicated their support for that initiative.  

Community Services

This portion of the survey was intended to measure residents’ satisfaction with existing public services.  Questions were related to the elected officials, fire, sewer, school system and public services.  Negative responses in this section would indicate areas that should be targeted for improvement as the comprehensive plan is further developed.  

The residents of the Village of Pittsford indicated approval with regard to the existing quality and level of their municipal services.  Over forty-five percent (47.7%) of the respondents expressed support for their public officials. The question addressing satisfaction with general services show support of the Village’s current provisions as 87.5% agreed or strongly agreed their needs were being met.  Specifically addressing service delivery, residents showed more ambivalence when rating the police protection (37.1% had no opinion) while 90.1% overwhelmingly approved of the services provided by the fire protection & emergency rescue squads.

Almost eighty percent (79.5%) of the respondents were pleased with sewer services although general comments indicate concerns about the age of the Village’s infrastructure.  The Village agreed (44.2%) and strongly agreed (33.6%) that the school system offers an excellent learning environment with a total of 77.8%. Village residents indicated that there is a very strong desire to locate new/updated public services or buildings in the Village. Over seventy percent (72.5%) support the location of a library, courthouse or community center in the Village of Pittsford.

Housing

The housing component of the survey questioned residents about the desire for more residential development.    

The issue of senior housing is a concern in the Village.  Forty-four percent (44.2%) of Pittsford respondents agreed, or strongly agreed, that more housing should be made available within the community for senior citizens.  In the Village, 53% of respondents stated that affordable housing is not a priority.

Transportation and Parking

The issue of transportation is an important one for all communities, however, this is a major issue in the Village of Pittsford.  Truck traffic, congestion, parking and public transportation are all issues that effect residents on a daily basis.  The transportation portion of the survey questioned residents about their transportation concerns and what

issues they believe need to be addressed in their community.  Eighty three percent (83.1%) of residents are concerned with traffic volume and 62.8% are concerned with the speed of traffic in the Village.   Problem locations for traffic volume and speed were Locust Street, Rand Place, Golf Avenue, Sutherland Street, Boughton

Avenue, Jefferson Road, Schoen Place and South Main.

In the Village, 62.8% of the survey respondents were concerned with the level of truck traffic that passes through their communities.  Thirty eight percent of the respondents also feel that traffic congestion is currently a problem in the area in which they reside.  When asked whether or not there were enough pedestrian and bicycle paths, 65.4% of respondents reported a need for further development and attention to safety.  Residents also agree that additional parking is necessary in the central business district (over 60%).  

Land Use Regulations

The land use portion of the survey was intended to provide respondents the opportunity to reflect on the location of future land uses.  As indicated in the beginning of this survey analysis, residents overwhelming wanted to maintain the existing character of the Village of Pittsford.  This belief is reiterated in the following section.

Sixty percent of respondents do not feel that mixed-use development should be encouraged in the Village.  Over 59.2% of respondents believe that stricter land use regulations should be better enforced to protect the appearance of their community as 28.3% strongly agreed and 30.9% agreed.   An overriding issue is increasing usage of the community’s open space and natural resources as over 75.0% agreed in better promotion of that land use, with particular emphasis on the Canal.

Recreational Activities

Questions posed to residents in the recreation component of the survey focused on the variety and quality of recreational activities available to all residents, from all age groups.  Roughly fifty percent agreed and 16.8% strongly agreed that the Village provides enough parks and playgrounds to meet resident’s needs.  Roughly 50% of respondents felt the Village provides enough recreation programs for children.  Residents indicated no strong feelings about senior programming, as 53.9% gave no opinion on that service.

Growth and Development

The growth and development section of the survey questioned respondents about the type of development they would like to see and what development is needed.  Some residents were receptive to paying additional fees and taxes to ensure the character of the Village as 38% agreed while others were not receptive as 44.2% disagreed. 

There was a strong indication that no more residential growth is needed as 32.7% and 23% indicated their disapproval.  Sixty five percent (65.4%) respondents disagree that there a need for commercial development and 65.4% feel that there is no need for further light industrial growth.  

When looking to the future of economic change in the Village of Pittsford, the overwhelming indication from respondents was minimal to slow growth with 43.3% and 32.7% respectively.  Furthermore, respondents indicated a desire for either minimal or slow population growth with a total of 73.3%.

Personal Information

The personal information section of the survey questioned respondents about the number of people in their household, their age, if they rent or own, how long they have lived in that community and it also provided them with the opportunity to express any additional comments or concerns they have that should be given consideration in the Comprehensive Planning process. 

Additional Comments

Community Identity

· We should not aspire to be a destination tourist stop but an area where small businesses can thrive and be a wonderful relaxing place for local residents and visitors.

· I think the Village and Town should be one.  There is lots of duplicity of expenses.

· We’d like the Village to remain a Village and not become a city - with added people, traffic and business there won’t be much of a difference.  Filling all the empty stores would present a better “image” if that were necessary.  We need a grocery store more than we need a Friendless.

· Young families need to be attracted to the Village.

· The Village needs basic services available such as a grocery store, pharmacy and dry cleaner.  The library must stay in the Village and a post office branch would be good too.  We are losing the ‘Village’ character.

· We love the Village and hope to spend the rest of our lives here.

· I am not interested in a more "touristy" Village.  The fewer people the better.  

· Let capitalism take its course.  Keep government out of peoples lives.  Keep numbers small and brace for the already exploding population boom.  Start living and thinking in the real world.

Community Services

· We would like to see Sutherland School retained as a High School.

· All efforts should be made to mention the high school at its current location.

· We believe a ‘good library’ is necessary for the Village and a community center

· This could mean addition or reconstruction of current buildings.  A court building does not necessarily belong in the Village.

· There should be phone numbers made available to call to report speeding boats and other safety concerns like littering on private docks or vagrants on the canal path.

· Make the canal side a park with a playground and gazebo.

Comments received after the July 3rd deadline

· The Village should continue to house Town services such as the library, the court and the Town hall.

· Put garbage cans along the Canal.

· The Village, Town and School need to collaborate their efforts.

Housing

· There should be more affordable housing.
Comments received after the July 3rd deadline

· Allow people to repair their homes. Especially for security purposes without making it a federal case!

Transportation and Parking

· The parking and traffic are serious problems in the Village.  I am moving into an apartment so I won’t be committing to higher taxes but I feel it is important to control growth.  There needs to be more affordable housing built instead of $300-400,000 homes.  You need diversity – not just wealthy people. 

· Build a 2-level parking garage behind Empire Paint – it will double the sales there.  Some people do want the Friendly's built.

· There must be some way to bypass commuter traffic and other travelers.

· Why is there not law enforcement around to stem the problem of theses cars turning at the Four Corners when the sign says no turn on red?  I witnessed a pedestrian nearly run down.

· Parking should be allowed on residential streets.

· I would like to suggest a camera at 4 corners to trace license plates when drivers don’t let pedestrian cross on walk. 

· The quality of services provided by the Pittsford Highway Department has dropped greatly the last 3-4 years.  

· The Village needs to be more pedestrian friendly.  I have two young children and it is very dangerous to cross our streets.  People go way too fast in residential areas and it would help if police were present to hand out speeding tickets.

· Make a walking bridge over the Canal if necessary.  A mini Wegmans in the Village would be a nice addition – especially with a hardware store in it.

Comments received after the July 3rd deadline

· I think the Village is great except for traffic!  

· I fell on Monroe Avenue last winter and I was very lucky not to get run over. Those cars do not stop for anything!

· Enforce traffic and parking laws.

· Crosswalks at stoplights are dangerous.  Pushing buttons to get a “walk” sign is confusing to kids, senior citizens and visitors.  

· Traffic is a big quality of life issue.  Existing laws should be better enforced.  Noise from car stereos becomes oppressive in the warm weather.

Land Use Regulations

· Repair Courtney Circle.

· Exterior home improvement rules are too strict.  

· We appreciate your efforts but we are pleased with what exists.  We came here 24 years ago because of good zoning.

· The Village in general should become more handicap friendly.

· The Historic Preservation Board has too much power and is too narrow-minded.

· The ARB is holding the line altogether too tight.

· Dog control is needed because of the barking dogs early in the morning and during the day.  There is no consideration for neighbors.

· Recreational Activities

· We need a better recreation facility.
Growth and Development

· Work to fill vacant buildings by creating incentives.

· How about using Monaco Oil for attractive reasonable middle density housing… not luxury/upscale but also not low quality.

· I am against some commercial development like Friendly’s.  

· Lower commercial rents on Main Street would be great!

· There is a desire to create a dog park in the Village.

· Increased business activity means increased traffic.

· The Village web sight should publish building codes along with the Village history and trendy shops.

· The Board needs to be more responsive residents, i.e. hold informational meetings more often.

· Since the physical and demographic center of Pittsford is south of the Village, a library, court, community center need not be in the Village.

· It would be great to have a service oriented business growth in the Village i.e. a small grocery store, drug store or hardware shop.

Comments received after the July 3rd deadline

· The Village should provide tax or housing maintenance incentives for owners of historic dwellings for proper upkeep and safety measures for pedestrians in the form of more traffic lights, signage and crosswalks.

· The Monoco Oil site should be developed like Schoen Place.

· The Village is not friendly (it does not listen & work to reach compromise) when it comes to new businesses moving into the Village.  There seems to be a focus on petty issues.  

· The canal is not used enough – we should optimize the way businesses open up and view the canal.  For example – Del Monte’s could have had balconies facing the Canal.

· I believe that mixed use keeps any Village, City, etc. alive.  

Personal Information 

· You are aware of the problems already…you choose to embrace the popular items (what brings in tax dollars or a at on the back) and disregard the unpopular or difficult items (traffic speeds, parking.)  There are weeds growing in the gutters/curbs and sewer drains, around the trees on Main Street, etc.

· I hope after this survey is taken and counted it is not put in a file and forgotten.

Comments received after the July 3rd deadline

· The most under represented population in the Village and Monroe County are adolescents.  There have to be places that give them the opportunity to socialize in a healthy, supervised area.

· I think we should review the Town boards of Old Towne Alexandria and Niagara on the Lake to learn from their experience.

Focus Group Sessions

Four focus group sessions were held with special interest groups in the Village of Pittsford.  These included a group with transportation interests, local development/industrial development interests in the Village Pittsford, local officials with Village interests and a group with Historic Preservation interests.  The following summarizes the results of each focus group session.

Focus Group:
Transportation

Date:


June 29, 2001

Attendees:

Larry Sherman, NYS DOT




Kristen Bennett, Genesee Transportation Council 




Scott Leathersich, Monroe County DOT




Scott Spencer, Village Highway Superintendent

What do you think are the biggest transportation issues facing the Village?  What techniques should be used to address these issues?

· Parking on Sundays is sometimes a problem in residential areas because of Church attendance.  

· Parking is a concern near school as the parents are dropping and picking up students.

· Near Schoen Place, parking is a problem because a lot of spaces are taken for Canal users that are not patronizing businesses -- this negatively affects the businesses in the Canal area. 

· There is a lot of demand placed on the roadways.  

· The volume is high with many types of vehicle use (trucks, cars, bikes, etc.).  There has been an effort by DOT and the Village to coordinate lights to reduce speed and congestion.  

· Cut through traffic is an issue – people look for an easier route and this causes spillover onto other roadways.

· There is an effort to be more sensitive to the pedestrian – vehicular lanes have been reduced from four to three lanes.  The response thus far has been positive.

· Gateways, i.e. pavers have been suggested.  The issue of cost and maintenance is an issue.  The NYSDOT is willing to work in partnership with other transportation entities.

· Street printing, asphalt and etching are options the Village would benefit from - need to look outside the Village to understand what is going on – Regional issues.  All vested parties need to step forward to bring their ideas to the table.

· Congestion and signal timers are hot issues.  Balancing vehicular and pedestrian traffic is an important issue.   

· DOT has recently installed pedestrian count-downs to ease perception that pedestrians do not have enough time to cross the Four Corners area – this seems to help.

· Right turn only lane was an issue – especially the one that turned west to Pittsford Plaza.  Residents were not happy about its placement.

· Speeding is not always an issue because of volume.  However, speeding is a problem on Schoen Place and Main Street.

· There are concerns regarding interaction with cars when people are riding bikes, or walking on Schoen Place.

· Mid-block crossing is problem especially on Sundays because people park their cars in the cross walks.

· The area around the High School is an issue near Jefferson in terms of walk ability.  Kids should be able to walk to and from school safely.

· No matter what you do you need enforcement to back it up, i.e. if there are pedestrian crossing laws, there needs to be follow through.  There are studies on stop sights that have cameras to monitor people on foot and in cars.

· A high accident location is Route 31 just past the Four Corners.  Two lanes may be part of the issue and courtesy turns are problems.  Perhaps bringing it down to one-lane or having time monitored turn regulations could address the problems.

· Crossing guards could be better located and there could be better communication with the parents about their children walking to school.  It has been noticed that fewer children walk to school.

· Students park in the recreation center due to a shortage of parking near the school.  This disturbs neighbors.

What role can you, specifically, play in working cooperatively with the Village to address their traffic concerns?

· The NYSDOT continues to try different techniques to work within the Village.  There are accommodations made to all types of traffic (walking, bikes and automobiles.)

· Traffic calming sounds good but solid answers are hard.  If you reduce flows in one area, you will affect other routes.

· The main intersection in the Village is a safe one from a transportation design perspective.  The real issue is it is not user friendly (to cars and pedestrians.)  

· Genesee Transportation Council does not build or maintain byways but they encourage alternative routes to the high volume roads.  Realignment of the Canal trail has been submitted by the Town of Pittsford with the Canal Corporation for GTC consideration for safety considerations.

· All Regional and local agencies must work together.

Focus Group:
Local Development/Industrial Development

Date:


June 29, 2001

Attendees:

Martha Malone, Monroe County IDA  & Economic Development



Greg Messner, Village Business Association, Messner Carpeting




Sue Triolo, Black Sheep Shop




Shirley Joseph, Chamber of Commerce, SJ’s Boutique





Roger Powers, Screen Printing, Marsh Rd. moving to Schoen Pl.


What is unique about doing business in the Village of Pittsford?  What specific location should be promoted for future business development?  What specific areas should be protected from specific types of development?

GOOD

· Historic charm

· Independent retailers

· Owners are in the shop

· Customer service

· Selection you can’t find anywhere else

· Businesses encourage leisurely shopping

· Destination shopping

· Village board has become much more shop friendly.  Changes have been made  on the Architectural Board.  

BAD

· Services that have left the Village

· Village needs services

· Less foot traffic

· Village restricts services

· Needs to be a more friendly place to be for businesses

· Parking restrictions

· Sign restrictions

· Need code book as to how to open a business in the Village

· Politics in the Village & Town are not conducive to businesses  (no written codes, Village does not update the landlords, lack of consistency)

· Parking for residents & non-residents

· Village needs to put in meters

· Business is down

· May need a chain store i.e. Pottery Barn

· Demographics (need to go through Pittsford to get anywhere else, two State roads go through the Village, high traffic volumes good for business).

· Businesses should be allowed to redevelop existing space that is empty along the Canal (Schoen Pl.) and in the CBD.  A pedestrian bridge can link Schoen and CBD.  

What role can you play in improving the business climate in the Village?

· Monroe County IDA can assist in economic development in the form of low interest loans, tax abatements for light industry.

· The Chamber of Commerce could provide a list of vacant properties.  This list can be used to promote the use of space for future businesses.  

· Build a parking garage.  Shop owners can park away from their businesses to leave spaces for customers.  Central parking lot for business owners and employees would help reduce parking issues.

· Rents are high for business owners.  Chamber and Village Business Association (VBA) should cooperate to build a website that will list vacancies as a marketing tool.

· Chamber and VBA needs a business plan to present to the Village. Chamber and VBA needs to write a grant to hire a consultant that can write a vision plan for the businesses community.  

Focus Group:
Local Officials

Date:


June 29, 2001

Attendees:

Blake Held, APRB




Patricia Schwert, School Board




Sara Rund, Senator Alesi’s office




Remegia Mitchell, PB & ZBA, The Pedestal




George Dounce, Assemblymen Joe Errigo’s office

What do you think is the most important role you can play in the future of the Village of Pittsford as an elected official?  What issues do you think are the most important to address as you serve the Village?

· School Board – Consider Village interests and concerns when making decisions, i.e. location.  The school board should have a presence in activities that the Village puts on.  Schools are overcrowded and need space.  5,800 students are currently attending and 6,000 students are anticipated in the next five years. 

· Planning Board - Maintain the historic character of the Village, some limited growth, communication between factions needs to be improved, pedestrian interests, maintain a viable and varied CBD.  There is a need to educate landlords and residents on the restrictions and limitations on new businesses, make the Village appealing to businesses that want to move in (create a positive image).  A further issue is cars do not stop in the crosswalks, need some type of identification for the crosswalks i.e. stamped pavement.

· Senator Alesi’s Office – The Sen. Office does not have a close working relationship with the Village; his office can provide assistance with transportation issues, State funding (small cities fund), etc.

· The Village does not come to Assemblymen Joe Errigo on a regular basis.

· APRB is perceived as holding back progress.

· Parking is an important issue. 

· The CBD is not the only area with businesses; other areas of the Village must be considered.  Three pockets of business areas are Schoen Place, CBD, and Common.  

How do you think the Town, Village, County and other Regional agencies of Pittsford can begin to work together to plan for the future?  What are some of the existing cooperative strengths that can be built upon?

· There should be greater interaction between the Village trustees and boards to discuss issues important to Village.

· The role of each of the trustees needs to be clearly identified.  

· The Village should work with the Senator’s office.

· There is a lack of communication between the Town and Village; the high school issue has brought this to the forefront.  There was, at one time, a liaison person to sit in at meetings, this is no longer happening.  There should be some type of formal process as to how information gets distributed between boards.

· There needs to be a Town and Village representative to attend Board of Education meetings and vice-versa.  No one knows who sits on what board.  There needs to be an awareness of the goals and issues with all interested parties.

· There is a need for more athletic facilities in the Village.

· Enlargement of the library is a critical issue. There should be efforts to keep the library in the Village.  Facilities such as the library help maintain the Village identity and character.  

Focus Group:
Historic Preservation

Date:


June 29, 2001

Attendees:

Mary Menzie, former President of Historic Pittsford




Reverend Jeff Hedin, Ecumenical Council of Pittsford 




Pastor Harry Ruske, former Village Board Member




Leo Downey, Office of Parks and Recreation

Tom Grasso, President of New York State Canal Society

Why is historic preservation important to the Village?  What are the most significant assets and why?  What role can they play in the future of the Village?

· There is a bottom line that historic preservation provides an incentive to the residents of the community to become better informed and to improve property values.

· In order to know where we are going, we need to know where we have come from.

· The Canal is our heritage – it takes us back in time.

· Architecture, tree lined streets, wonderful history, all make the Village important.

· Canoe, rowing, boating tours, white water rafting, walking, fishing are all activities that residents and tourists utilize.  This is a way to bring the past forward.

· Preservation and protection improves the quality of life.  

· Attractive settings provide jobs and bring people into the Village.

· A location is more than just a 'place' -- it has a historical context.  

· The Village is unique so it must be sold as a destination.  

· The parking problem is a perception – so it becomes real.

· The Dairy Farm in the middle of the Village is an asset.

· Educational institutions (Nazareth and St. John Fisher Colleges), restaurants, specialty shops, etc. enhance the history of the Village.

· The smaller government works much more efficiently than the structure in the Town.  Small government = small problems. 

· Historic preservation can simply be enhanced with continued work.

· There is a challenge when working with businesses vs. residents, i.e. businesses feel there are too many physical restrictions, and they want to knock down buildings for more parking.  Residents want upkeep of properties.

· People want to live in the Village, shop in the Village, own businesses in the Villages, recreate in the Village if Pittsford’s history is preserved.  BALANCE IS IMPORANT!

· Problems arise with businesses that are obsolete try to find a way to make their structures meet economic development desires and historic preservation goals.

· We need to recognize that we can preserve but we also need to adapt to present needs, i.e. handicap accessibility.

What is currently done in the Village to support historic preservation?  (programs, regulations, etc.)  How can you support historic preservation in the Village’s future?

· Architectural review Board implements a Village ordinance (historic).  

· Historic Pittsford is a non-profit.  They do surveys and inventories, they publish books, they conduct walking tours and they work with an architect (gratis) addressing exterior changes.

· There are several review/planning boards that have input and that make the process uphold historic integrity.  The perception of ‘jumping through hoops’ may be intimidating.  Preservation through education and persuasion is a key to historic preservation.

· The Village Board has hired a full time code enforcer.

· Village residents are not a cohesive group in the same way that commercial, political, ecumenical and other groups may ban together.

· State funding is hard to come by because dollars are devoted to other projects (parks, water, etc.) first and then the scarce resources will go to other municipalities/projects.  This budget will not provide much financial support.

· Funding can come on a site-by-site basis.

· The NYS Canal Society can offer expertise, interpretation, provide traveling exhibits and education.

Public Meetings

Two public meetings were held during the planning process.  On September 19, 2001, the first public meeting and public hearing was conducted in the Village Hall.  The presentation included an introduction to the Comprehensive Plan process, the importance and need for the plan and a complete review of the inventory for Pittsford.  The public hearing offered an opportunity for residents to have input into the plan.  Issues were raised relating to future land use decisions (such as the library and school), traffic volume and speed, cooperation with the Town and NYS DOT (and other agencies) implementation mechanisms and community/historic character.  

A second public presentation and hearing was held on October 17, 2001 in the Village Hall to review the specific recommendations for Pittsford.  Recommendations on regionalism, population and housing, land use, community facilities and infrastructure were outlined for the public.  In addition, a schematic plan for the Village was presented.  The future land use plan was also reviewed.  The public provide input into the recommendations and issues discussed included the existing and potential location of the library and high school, traffic calming, community character and pedestrian amenities.  Cooperation with other agencies, such as NYS DOT or the School Board, was also identified as an important goal for the Village.
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